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I believe the bill of the last session providing | know that in these times those who stand up for || tions of the public lands to the State of Michigan, 
for the enlistment of negro troops did also provide || the Constitution of the country and the constitu- || to aid in the construction of certain railroads in 
that they should become free; but that, as I under- tional liberties of the people are rather mocked and || said State and for other purposes,” approved June 
stood it at the time, was placed upon the ground |) derided; but while 1 am here I shall obey that | 16, 1856; which was read a first and second time, 
that the Government took from ~~ prop- || Constitution. | and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
erty to be used in war, and that the"Government I hope, sir, that this resolution may be referred REPRESENTATION IN THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 
made compensation to the loyal owner. It is not |/ to the Committee on the Judiciary, and that we Aaa, t a ; 
proposed now to take the persons whom this reso- || may have the opinion of that committee as to its Mr. WILSON introduced a joint resolution 
lution proposes to make free for the use of the || constitutionality. I hope the motion of my col- declaring certain States not entitled to represent 
Government. This is the exercise of the power |! league will prevail. ation in the electoral college; which was read a 

first and second time, and referred to the Com- 


: 
to free the slaves in the States without reference || EXECUTIVE SESSION : 
to their use inthe Army. ‘This question, I think, || M Ny ney nee nee ai mittee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I move that the Senate TAX ON WHISKY. 


ought to be considered by the Judiciary Commit- || | 
of the Senator from Kentucky. ness, inasmuch as this question is likely to lead ‘| Mr. GRINNELL introduced a bill to amend 
; it 


] 
| 
| 


tee, and for that reason Ishall support the motion |; proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
Mr. POWELL. 1 concut with the Senator || tO & protracted debate, which will not be settled the revenue laws by changing the time for levy- 
from Indiana, that this resolution should go to to-day. ing the tax - very to “ enna — 
cae ’ ‘ & » i re > : > 8 sec ate > 
the Committee on the Judiciary. The Senator The motion was agreed to; and after some time the Ce ada an * Ws con aM and relerred to 
from Massachusetts says there ts no doubt about spent in executive session, the doors were re- || te Committee o ays and Means, 
our power to pass this resolution. With defer- opened, and the Senate adjourned, MAIL CARRIERS. 


ence to the Senator, I think there are the gravest Mr.GRINNELLalsointroduced a bill to repeal 
doubts. I have no doubt myself on the subject. 


; ae HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. the act of the 34 of March, 1825, disqualifying 
I think it is axon | unconstitutional. The Ju- cas December 19. 1864 certain persons from carrying the mails; which 
diciary Committee Is certainly the proper organ . Reason, a, ee ' was read a first and second time, and referred to 
of this Senate to give us information on that sub- b meee eens " anes a m. Prayer '| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
ject. | ev. Dr. ESTLEY, of Pennsylvania. 2 

‘ The Senator, by this resolution, proposes to "The Journal of Thursday last was read and LAKE HARRGR.. . 
free the wives and children of those who have |} approved. Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin, introduced a bill 


enlisted in the Army heretofore, as well as those The SPEAKER proceeded, as the first busi- | 
who may hereafter enlist in the Army, and he has || ness in order, to call the States for bills on leave 

entitled the resolution ** A resolution to encourage || to be referred to appropriate committees without 
enlistments.’? You certainly would not encourage debate, and not to be brought back by Motion to 


making appropriations for the repair and preser- 
vation of Government harbors on Lakes Erie and 
Michigan; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 


enlistments so far as those persons are in the || reconsider; under which the following bills were | Commerce. 
Army of the United States, and the larger portion || introduced: MINING DEPARTMENT. 
of the negroes in the border States able to bear PAY OF MIDSHIPMEN. Mr. COLE, of California, introduced a bill to 


arms are already in the Army. The passage of 
this resolution could notencourage those persons 
to go into the Army. But it proceeds to emanci- 
pate and set free the wives and the children of 
those who are already in the Army. Where is 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced abill || establish a Mining Department; which was read 
to increase the pay of midshipmen, and for other || ® first and second time by its title, and referred 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, || ' the Committee on Public Lands. : 
and referred to the Committee gn Naval Affairs. Rape te age of California, moved that the bill 





the power, under the Constitution, to do that? GRADE OF VICE ADMIRAL. he motion was agreed to. 
You admit that in those States where they are they Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, also introduced a 


; ; USO ‘| The call of the States for bills on leave having 
are property. Has this Congress any power by || billtocreate the grade of vice admiral in the Navy; || been completed, the Speaker proceeded, as the 
a legislative enactment to divest a citizen of any || which was read a first and second time, and re- || next business in order, to call the States and Ter- 
State of this Union of his property? Certainly || ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. ritories for resolutions, resuming the call with the 
not, except upon one contingency, and that is : 





= : TAVY AN : > State of Delaware, where it was last suspended. 
when it is required for the public use, and making ere a veers ; a. . . 
compensation for it. If youtake private property Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, also introduced | FOREIGN POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


for'public use, you must make compensation for |) ® bill making further legislation in regard to the 
it first. That is the Constitution of your coun- Navy and Marine corps; which was read a first 
try. When Congress passed the bill to enlist and second time, and referred to the Committee on 
fhose persons in the Army, the bill was accom- || Naval Affairs. 


panied with a provision pretending to make some PAUL 8. FORBES. 


compensation, indicating a commission that should Mr. CHANLER introduced a bill for the re- || 8100 om the part of the House and partly by my 
give to their masters, in certain cases, not over || jie¢ of Paul S. Forbes, of New York: which was || °¥" fault. I ask the previous question on the 
i » > . a . tal : , : 

$300, and $100 in other cases. Meager and in- || read a first and second time, and referred to the | resolution. : 

significant as was the compensation held out to Committee on Naval Affaire The resolution was read, as follows: 

the country in that bill, no compensation has ever r Resolved, That Congress has a constitutional right to an 

Pp 
yet been made. JURORS IN UNITED STATES COURTS. authoritative voice in declaring and prescribing the foreign 
: : +o . ~ ver . licy of the United States, as well in the re ition of 

But, sir, this. proposition does not provide for Mr. SPALDING introduced a bill to prescribe a ‘eCmass we ‘eae ikaneess: re oe is tare aomeaiee- 

any compensationatall. The other, I admit, was || the mode of designating citizens of the United 


aa ‘ || tional duty of the President to respect that policy not lesa 
a mere bagatelle, providing for the payment of an || States who shall serve as jurors in the circuit and || in diplomatic negotiations than in the use of the national 
insignificant amount (which the Government has 


nou district courts of the United States; which was || oe ——- be Rang greeny, gene nd 
never paid, within my knowledge,) for the pur- || read a first and second time, and referred to the soak he Oe einen eet y 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 1 offer the reso- 
lution which I sendto the desk, and ask its adop- 
| tion. I desire to say that it is the same resolu- 
tion that was laid on the table on Thursday last, I 
am inclined to believe oe from misapprehen- 





Pe . L d 2 proved by the vote which pronounces it ; and such propo- 
seg quieting the consciences of Senators who || Committee on the Judiciary. sition while pending and undetermined is not a fit topic of 
might vote for it. But I ask Senators if there is | COMMUTATION VALUE OF RATIONS. diplomatic explanation with any foreign Power. 


any power in this Congress to take private prop- | 
erty without making just compensation therefor? 
There certainly is not, unless your Constitution 
is a dead letter; and, Senators, if you pass this 
measure, you will have to"do it by walking over 
the plain provisions of the Constitution of your 
country. 

The Senator from Massachusetts cannot say that 
so far as these persons are in the service this is 
a measure encouraging enlistments, because they 
are already in the service; and in my State the 
husbands and fathers of four fifths of those whom | 
it is proposed to emancipate by this resolution are | 
already in the Army. You do not propose to | 
give one shilling of compensation. Senators, if 


Mr. STEVENS. lask the gentleman to with- 


‘ ! draw the call for the previous question until I can 
commutation value of rations, and for other pur- || make a motion to amend, and then I will renew 
poses; which was read a first and second time, || the call for the previous questiqn. 


and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I will do so. 
NAVY-YARD, ETC., AT CHICAGO. Mr. STEVENS. I move to strike out the word 


. ; : . ‘President’? and to insert ** Executive Depart- 
Mr. ARNOLD introduced a bill to establish ® || ments” in lieu thereof, and upon that I call the 
navy-yard and naval depot at Chicago, Illinois; 


hiet daf d re rr previous question, . 
rs om ma Cc ons om eta Affe: eae Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I have no objection 
erred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. op thant mania 


JOSEPIL WHEATON. Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise to debate the 
Mr. FARNSWORTH introduced a bill for the || "solution. a aioe 
relief of the estate of Lieutenant Joseph Wheaton, Pe + ragmmean The previous question is 
you pass this resolution, in my humble judgment | ees . ee eee read oe angered time, || “Mr. FARNSWORTH. If the previous ques- 
those who vote for it will be faithless to the Con- || Ci SOP RT PE ED OS SOPOT Th sion ier eat sustained, will the resolution go over? 
stitution of their country. I verily believe that 1 eee 


. : nape oats The SPEAKER. It will if debate arises. 
all the woes that are~now upon us have arisen Pen? DARDn Rl Meee. Mr.PRUYN. I do not rise to debate, but to 


because the people and the politicians have been | Mr. UPSON introduced a bill to amend anact || ask the gentleman from Maryland to make one 
faithless tc the fundamental law of the land. I || entitled “An act making a grant of alternate sec- || other modification of his resolution by striking 


5 


Mr. YEAMAN introduced a bill to define the 











7 


, 
& 
i) 
' 





oy te 9m 


enema rea 


ere 


re a 


i 
i 
- 
5 
2 
A 
i 
; 


a 


Se ee 





66 


SS ————_ L ananmnanmmnamanengeiasenraie tinea 
out the last clause. There may, under certain 
circumstances, be oceasion for diplomatic expla- 
nation, It rik me it the broad language 
u I ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mai ind. IT eannot acree to 
that moadin ion. Jt is one of the first and most 


import mnt principles in the popular body inafree 
it its proceedings, while pending, 
shall not be made the subject of: diplomatic ex- 
planation. 

The previous question was seconded—ayes 68, 
noes 43. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I move to lay the res- 
olution on the table, and on that motion I de- 
mand the yvens and nays. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have 


stood whether the ¢ 


Government thi 


not distinctly under- 
ntleman from Maryland ac- 
cepted the amendment I proj 
Phe SPEAKER, ‘The Chair 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 


| proposed, 
© understands. 
1 did accept it. 


The ye ind nays were ordered. 

The question was taken on Mr. Farnswortn’s 
motion, and it was ¢ cided in ane ine o ilive—yeas 
49, nays 73, not voting 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Arnold, Baily, John D. Baldwin, 
Beaman, Ulatr, Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, 
c ,« , Creawell, Thomas ‘T. Davis, Dawes, Dixon, 
Deiges, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Hale, John H. 
Hubbard, Uulburd, Ka m, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, 

t 


Orlando hello imejohu, Longve 


ge, Liw ur, Marvin, McBride, 
Melndoe, Amos Myers 


, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, 


Pike, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Smith, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, 
Blin B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wilson, and 
Windom ) 

VAY M William J. Allen, Allison, Ames, An- 
cona, And n, Augtstus C. Baldwin, Baxter, Bliss, 
Biow, Boyd, Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Coffroth, 
Cox, Cravens, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Deming, 
Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, 
Harding, Harrington, Charlies M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, 
Hiolman, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenckes, Kernan, Knapp, 
! ox, l iw, Ll, Bi id, Mall ty, Marey, McClurg, Mechkin 
nev, Moorhead, Jame K. Morris, Nelson, Noble, Jobn 
ON ( 1, Pendleton, Perry, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. 
Kanudall, Ross, Schenck, Seofield, Scott, Sloan, Smithers, 
tinalding, J iD. Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
Pow end Voorhees, Wadsworth, Whialey, Joseph Ww. 
Vinite, Williams, and Yeaman—73 } 

YT VOTING—Mesers. James C. Allen, Ashley, Blaine, 

, William G. B va, Freeman Clarke, Clay, 

Dumont, Edgerton, English, Fenton, Gooch, 

( i ‘ wold, Hall, Benjamin G. Iarris, Hooper, 
! ikiss, Tiutehins, Ingersoll, Philip Johnson, William 
Joli ny J ww, Kalbfleisch, King, Lazear, Loan, Long, 


1, Middleton, Samucl I’. Miller, Wil 
rill, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Norton, 
erham, Radtord, William H. Randall, 
obinsen, Rogers, James &. Rollins, Shan 
rr, Walli 1 G. Steele, Stiles, Ward, Webster, 
hilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—b6v. 


lister, MeDowe 
liam H. Miller, Me 
x) |, Patterson, 2 
Jolin H. Rice R 
vie 


Wheeler, ¢ 


ho the Ilouse refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 
During the roll-call, 
Mr. SLOAN stated that Mr. 
detained at home | vy sickness. 
Mr. ANCONA > similar statement in 
regard to Mr. Mitier, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. SUANNON, who w ) 
when | name was call 
Mr. DAWES o 


The result of the 


WHutELer was 


made a 


18 not within the bar 
¢ d, asked leave to vote. 
rye cted, 

vote having been announced 
d, the question recurred upon 
ordering the maim ques 


Mr. PRUYN. I 


as above record 
tion. 


wish to ask the consent of 


the gentleman from Maryland to modify the res- 
olution by iInserupng the words ** policy of?’ before 
the words ** such pre pos tion,’’ near the close of 


the resolution. what l meant when I 
ippears my meaning’ was hol 
tood | y him. ; 

SPEAKER. 


‘I bat was 
t 


I butt 


rose berore 
quite under: 

"The It is beyond the power of 
th ore utlem in irgm Maryland to accept any modi- 
fication of the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. It is beyond my 
power, and | would not make that modification 
if | had the power. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
know if this resolution comes from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. kt is offered by the gentle- 
man from Maryland. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I think it 
ought to be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. COX. It was referred to that committee, 
and reported back. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. It was reported 
unanimously from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, with one exception. ‘To-day I offer it 


THE CONGRESSION A 





|as the Representative of the third district of 
Maryland. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is what 


L GLOBE. 


| resolution offered by Mr. Davis, of Maryland, 
| the question being, ‘* Shall the main question be 


now put??? on which the yeas and nays had been 
ordered. 


I supposed, and as the Representative of the third | 


district of Illinois, I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the previous question was seconded, in 
order to move to refer the resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COX. I call forthe yeas and nays on that 
motion, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Ohio that the yeas and nays 
could not be taken on a motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the previous question was second- 
ed, because the yeas and nays could not be taken 
on the original question, which was on seconding 
the previous question. ‘The motion to reconsider 


is governed by the same rules, and must be de- | 


cided by tellers or by a division of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
the motion to reconsider, and call for the yeas and 
nays on ordering the main question. 

Mr. SCHENCK. I desire to make an inquiry, 
in order that | may understand the resolution. I 
understand it to be the same resolution that was 

| reported last week from the Committee on [’oreign 
Affairs, with the single exception that this morn- 
ing, in order to obviate some objection made, 
when it was under consideration before, as tothe 
use of the word ** President,’’ which was thought 
to point at the Chief Executive, particularly, and 
perhaps invidiously, the modification proposed 
was accepted, on the suggestion of the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania,[Mr. Stevens,] which was, to || 





strike out the word ** President’? and insert the | 


words **Exeeutive Departments.’’ I think it stands 
in that way now. 

The SPEAKER. 
is corre Ct, 

Mr. SCHENCK. And that it is precisely the 
resolution that came from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, excepting that modification of the 
language, to remove the objection then taken. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
resolution the House voted to lay on the table 
when the question was last up. 

Mr. SCHENCK. Precisely. 

The SPEAKER. If the resolution had not 
been modified it would not be in order, as the pre- 
vious resolution had been laid on the table by a 
vote of the House. The gentleman from Mary- 
land having modified the resolution, brings it 
within the rules. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I desire toknow what would 
be the effect of the House refusing to order the 
main question to be now put. 

The SPEAKER. That would divest the reso- 
lution of the force of the previous question. 

Mr. ARNOLD. And the resolution would 
then go over? 

The SPEAKER. Yesgif any gentleman rose 
to debate it. 

Mr. ARNOLD. I desire to debate the resolu- 
tion. : 


The SPEAKER. Itis not in order, at present, 


to rise to debate it, the previous question having | 


been seconded. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Whatis the ques- 
tion now? 


The SPEAKER. The question is ‘* Shall the 


main question be now ordered ?’’ on which the | 


gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasusyrne] de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr, Nicoxay, his Private Secretary, 
announced that the President had approved and 
signed an act (H. R. No. 563) in addition to the 
** Act respecting quarantineand health laws’? ap- 
proved February 25, 1799, and for the better ex- 
ecution of the third section thereof; 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 106) authorizing 


|, the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of cer- 


tain moneys therein mentioned; and 

Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Navy to expend a portion of the contingent 
fund for enlarging the Navy Department Build- 
ing. 

FOREIGN POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
' The House resumed the consideration of the 


The gentleman from Ohio | 


And which || 














December 19, 


The question was taken; and it was decided jp 
the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 36, not voting 55; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ames, An. 
cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, Bliss, Blew, Boyd 
Brooks, James 8. Brown, Chanler, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, 
Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Deming, Denison, Eden, 
Eldridge, Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, Harding, Har- 
rington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Asahe| 
| W. Hubbard, Jenckes, Kernan, Knapp, Knox, Law, La- 
zear, Le Blond, Mallory, Marcy, McClurg, McKinney, 
Moorhead, James R. Morris, Nelson, Noble, John O’Neij|, 
Orth, Pendleton, Perry, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, 
Ross, Schenck, Scott, Sloan, Smithers, Spalding, Stevens 
Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Townsend, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Whaley, Joseph W. White, and Williams—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Arnold, John D. Baldwin, Bea- 
man, Blair, Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, 
Cole, Creswell, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Driggs, Eckiey, 
Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Hale, Hotchkiss, John H. Hub- 
| bard, Hulburd, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Or- 
lando Kellogg, Litlejohn, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, Me- 
Indoe, Samuel F. Miller, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Charles O’Neill, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Alex- 
ander H. Rice,Jobn H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Scofield, 
Shannon, Smith, Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Val- 
kenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, 
Wilson, and Windom—o6. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Anderson, 
Ashley, Baily, Blaine, Brandegee, William G. Brown, Free- 
man Clarke, Clay, Dixon, Donnelly, Dumont, Edgerton, 
English, Fenton, Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hall, Ben- 
| jamin G. Harris, Hooper, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip John- 
son, William Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, King, Loan, 
Long, McAllister, Mc Dowell, Middleton, William H. Miller, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Norton, Odell, Radford, 
William H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. Rollins, 
Starr, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Stiles, Ward, 
Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, 
Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, Woodbridge, and Yea- 
man—oo. 


So the main question was ordered, which was 
on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, and Mr. WASH- 
BURNE, of Illinois, demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I call for a di- 
vision of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will see whether 
it is susceptible of division. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. 
call for a division. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that the 
last clause of the resolution is not a substantive 
proposition, but the last two clauses are. 

Mr. PRUYN. The last two lines, ‘* and such 
proposition, while pending and undetermined, is 
| nota fit topic of diplomatic explanation with any 


I withdraw the 


foreign Power,’ contain, I think, a substantive 
proposition. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will ask the gen- 


tleman to state what the effect would be if the 
first part of the resolution were rejected and the 
last part adopted. ‘That must be the test. 

Mr. PRUYN. I respectfully submit that the 
Chair has no right to suppose the House would be 
guilty of such a proceeding. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot suppose 
what the House may or may not do, but the di- 
vision of a resolution must be of such a character 
as that either part can stand by itself. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 call for a vote on the first 
proposition, and on the last two. 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will read the res- 
olution in the only manner in which the Chair 
thinks it can be divided. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
to ask for a division? 

The SPEAKER. Itisnot. Atany time pre- 
vious to the vote a division can be demanded. 

The Clerk read the following portion of the res- 
olution: 








Is it not too late 


Resolved, That Congress has a constitutional right to an 
authoritative voice in declaring and prescribing the foreign 
policy of the United States, as well in the recognition of 
new Powers as in other matters; and it is the constitutional 
duty of the executive department to respect that policy, 
not Jess in diplomatic negotiations than in the use of na- 
tional force when authorized by law. 


The SPEAKER. Thisfirst part of the resolu- 
tion can be voted upon separately. The Clerk 
will now read the last part, which can also be 
voted upon separately. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

And the propriety of any declaration of foreign policy 
by Congress is sufficiently proved by the vote which pro- 
nounces it; and such proposition, while pending and unde- 


termined, is not a fit topic of diplomatic explanation with 
' any foreign Power. 
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olution in the manner indicated by the Chair. 

Mr. COX. | call for the yeas and nays on 
both divisions of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on ordering 
the yeas and nays upon the first division of the 
resolution. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Itis not necessary to 
take the yeas and nays on that. We will all 
vote for it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. _ 

The question was taken upon agreeing to the 
first division of the resolution; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 118, nays 8, not voting 
56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ames, 


Aneona, Anderson, Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwin, Jolin D. 
Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, Brandegee, 


Brooks, Broomall, Jam Brown, Chanter, Ambrose W. || 
Clark, Cobb, Coffroth, € vens, Creswell, Henry Win- 
ter Davis. ‘Thomas T. awes, Dawson, Deming, 


Denisong Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, Eden, Edgerton, Eldridge, 
Farnsworth, Finck, Frank, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, Gris- 
wold, Hale, Harding, Harrington, Charles M. Uarris, Her- 
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' 


Mr. WILSON. ILask fora division of the res- || 


| 
Sweat, Townsend, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Joseph W. | 
| White, and Williams—67. | 

NOT VOTING—Messts. James C. Allen, Ashley, Blaine, | 


Brandegee, William G. Brown, Freeman Clarke, Clay, 
Deming. Donnelly, Dumont, Edgerton, English, Fenton, 


| Gooch, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, ILoo- 
} per, Hulburd, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip Johnson, William 
| Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, King, Loan, Long, Mec Allis- 
| ter, Middleton, William H. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, 


rick, Higby, Holman, Asahel W. Hubbard, Johu H. Tub- | 


bard. Jenckes, Kasson, Kelley, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, 
Knapp, Knox, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Longyear, Mallory, 
Marey, Marvin, MeClurg, McDowell, Meludoe, MeKin- 
ney, samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, James R. Mor 
ris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Nobile, Charles 
O'Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perry, Pike, Price, 
Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall. William H. Randall, Aiexander 
H. Riee. John Ul. Riee, Edward H. Rollins, Ross, 
Scoficld, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Spalding, Joon B. 


Schenck, | 


Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Thomas, Town. | 


send, Tracy, Upson, Voorhees, 


Wadsworth, Elibu B. | 


Washburne, Whaley, Joseph W. White, Williams, Wil- | 


son, Windom, and Yeaman—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biair, Boutwell, Cole, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Littlejohn, Pomeroy, Smith, and Van Valken- 
ourgh—s. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashley, Baily, | 


Biaine, William G. Brown, Freeman Clarke, Clay, Don- 


nelly, Dumont, Eliot, English, Fenton, Gooch, Grinnell, | 


Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Hooper, Hotehkiss, Hulburd, 
Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip Johuson, William Johnson, 
Julian, Kalbfleisch, King, Loan, Long, McAllister, Me 
Bride, Middleton, Willian H. MYMer, Daniel Morris, Mor- 


Morrison, Norton, Odell, Radford, William H. Randall, 
Robinson, Rogers, James S. Rollins, Seott, Starr, William 
G. Steele, Stiles, Ward, Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. 


White. Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin Wood,Fernando Wood, 
1) and Woodbridge—54. 


rison, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, Perham, Radford, Robin- | 
son, Rogers, James 8S. Rollins, Scott, Starr, William G. | 


Steele, Stiles, Ward, Wiliam B. Washburn, Webster, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—s6. 


So the first division of the resolution was agreed | 


to. 


The question then recurred on agreeing to the | 


second division of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays, having been demanded by 
Mr. Cox, were ordered, 

Mr. BROOMALL. Is it in order to lay this 
branch of the resolution on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order. 

A Memser. We may just as well vote it 
down. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I move that the second 
division of the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. COX. 
decide that that motion is in order? 

The SPEAKER. Yes,-sir. 

Mr. COX. Wii the adoption of that motion 
lay the whole resolution on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. The first part 
has been adopted. The latter part is subject to 
the action of the House in the same manner as 
an independent proposition. 

Mr. COX. I demand the yeas and nays on 


Do I understand the Speaker to | 


the motion to lay this part of the resolution on | 


the table. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the negative—yeas 61, nays 67, not voting 54; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Arnold, Baily, John D. 
Baldwin, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, Broomall, Ambrose 
W.Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Thomas ‘I’. Davis, Dawes, 
Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Grinnell, 
Hale, Hotchkiss, Join H. Hubbard, Kasson. Kelley, Pran- 
cis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Litticjohn, Longyear, 
Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Mcindoe, Samuel F. Miller, 
Amos Mytrs, Leonard Myers, Charles ONeill, Patterson, 
Perhain, Pike, Pomeroy, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice. 
Edward il. Rollins, Scofield, Shannon, Smith, Spalding, 
Thayer, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Elihu 
B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Whaiey, Wiison, 
Windom, and Yeaman—6l. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ancona, An- 
derson, Augustus C, Baldwin, Baxter, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, 
Brooks, James 5S. Brown, Chanler, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, 
lieury Winter Davis, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, 
Finck, Ganson, Garfield, Grider, Griswold, Harding, Har- 
rington, Herrick, Higby, Hoiman, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Jenckes, Kernan, Knapp, Knox, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, 
Mallory, Marey. MeDowell, McKinney, Moorhead, James 
R. Morris, Nelson, Nobic, Jolin O'Neill, Orth, Pendicton, 
Perry, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randail, Ross, Schenck, 
Sloan, Senithers, Johu B. Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, 





So the House refused to lay on the table the 
second division of the resolution. 
When the call of the roll had been concluded, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois, asked unanimous || 


consent to record his vote. 


Mr. DAWES objected. 


The question then recurred on agreeing to the | 
| last partof the resolution, on which the yeas and 


nays had been ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 68, nays 58, not voting 56; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ames, An- 
cona, Anderson, Augustus C. Baldwin, Baxter, Bliss, 
Blow, Boyd, Chanler, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Henry Win 
ter Davis. Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Finek, Gan- 
son, Garfield, Grider, Griswold, Harrington, Charles M. 
Harris, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Asahel W. Hubbard, 
Jenckes, Kernan, Knapp, Knox, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, 


Mallory, Marcy, McDowell, McKinney, Moorhead, Morrill, | 
James R. Morris, Nelson, Noble, John O'Neill, Orth, Pen- | 
Randall, Ross, | 
Schenck. Scott, Sloan, Smithers, Jolin B. Steele, Stevens, | 


dleton, Perry, Price, Pruyn, Samuel J. 


Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Townsend, Voorhees, Wadsworth, 
Joseph W. White, and Williams—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Baily, John D. Baldwin, Bea- 
man, Blair, Boutwell, Brandegee, Broomall, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Cobb, Cole, Creswell, Thomas 'T. Davis, Dawes, 
Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Grinnell, Hale, 
Hotelikiss, John H. Hubbard, Hulburd, Kasson, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Littlejohn, Mar- 
vin, McBride, MeClurg, MeIndoe, Amos Myers, Leonard 


| Myers, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Pertiam, Pike, Pome- 


roy, Alexander II. Rice, John HH. Rice, Edward H. Rol- 
lins, Seofield, Shannon, Smith, Spalding, Thayer, Thomas, 
Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, 


| William B. Washburn, Whaley, Wilson, Windom, and 
| Yeaman—ss. 


NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, Blaine, Brooks, James 8. Brown, William G, Brown, 
Freeman Clarke, Clay, Deming, Donnelly, Dumont, Edger- 
ton, Euglish, Farnsworth, Fenton, Gooch, Hall, Harding, 
Benjamin G. Harris, Hooper, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip 
Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kalbileisch, King, 
Loan, Long, Longyear, McAllister, Middleton, Samuel F. 
Miller, William Hl. Miller, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Nor- 
ton, Odell, Radford, William H. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, 
James 8. Rollins, Starr, William G. Steele, Stiles, Ward, 
Webster, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, 
Benjamin Wood, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—56. 


So the latter part of the resolution was agreed to. 

During the vote, 

Mr. LONGYEAR, not being within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to vote. 


Mr. DAWES objected. 


The vote was then announcedas above recorded, | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider the several votes by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


truly enrolled bills of the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 
Anact (S. No. 350) authorizing the purchase or 


construction of revenue cutters on the lakes; and | 


An act (S. No. 229) for the relief of William 
H. Jameson, a paymaster of the United States 
Army. 

BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 

munication from the Secretary of the Navy, ask- 


ing an appropriation of $75,000 for addition to the | 


Brooklyn navy-yard, which was ordered to be 
printed and referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 
DIFFICULTIES ON CANADIAN BORDER. 
The SPEAKER also Jaid before the House a 


communication from the Secretary of State, in 


answer to a resolution of the House relative tothe | 


difficulties on our northern border, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
TAX ON WHISKY. 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani- 


mous consent of the House to report from the |; 


67 











| Committee of Ways and Means a bill to amend 
} - 


the actentitled **An act to provide internal revenue 


| to support the Government, to pay the interest 


| 
| 
| 


on the public debt, and for other purposes,”’ ap- 
proved June 30, 1864. 

The bill, waich was read, provides that section 
fifty-five of the act referred to be amended by 
striking out the word ** February,’’ wherever it 
| occurs in said section, and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word * January;’’ and further, that in addi- 
tion to the duty now imposed by law, all spirits 
of domestic production held for sale on the Ist of 
January, 1865, shall be subject to a duty of fifty 
cents per gallon. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I object tothe bill. 








Mr.STEVENS. 1 move to suspend the rules 
| in order that | may have leave to report the bill 
| and have it considered. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 79, 
| noes 20. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ANCONA demanded tellers on the yeas 
and nays. 

Tellers were not ordered, and the yeasand nays 
were not ordered, 

So the rules were suspended. 

The bill was received, and read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I desire imme- 
diate action on that bill. If itis to be acted on at 
all before the holidays, it must be acted on now. 
Therefore [ move that we proceed at once to con- 
sider it. 

| beg to say that the Committee of Ways and 
Means have reported this bill, one portion accord- 
ing to their idea of what will be for the benefit of 
the revenue—that is the first section—and the 
other portion under the instructions of this House, 
If there is no disposition to go into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Ll ask 
that we now act on the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the previous question. 

Mr. COX. I would like to have the first see- 
| tion explained by the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, It is not fully understood. 

Mr. ANCONA. I make the point of order 
that the bill must go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That would be a good point 
of order if the House had not suspended the rules 
for the purpose of proceeding to the considera- 
| tion of the bill in the House at the present time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania will let me ask a question. 
| Mr.STEVENS. I understand the gentleman 
| from Illinois to withdraw the previous question 
| until [ can make a statement, and then I will re- 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I demand, 


new It. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I withdraw 
the previous question for that purpose, 
Mr. STEVENS obtained the floor. 
Mr. HOLMAN. The language of the second 
| section imposes the additional tax of fifty cents 
per gallon on all spirits held for sale on the Ist 





}| day of January. 
|| throughout the western section of the country, 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported that they had examined ‘and found | 


It is a well-known fact that 


where large amounts of spirits have been accu- 
mulated by the distillers themselves, those stocks 
are in the bonded warehouses with scarcely an 
exception, and held with the intention of holding 
them as heretofore for such markets as may turn 
up. Dol understand that the effect of that sec- 
|, tion is that on the Ist of January all spirits held 
| by the original manufacturers shall be taxed an 
additional fifty cents, but that that which is held 
by speculators shall not be subject to the addi- 
tional tax? 

Mr. STEVENS. I will explain what I un- 
derstand by the bill, and after having done so, 
unless some gentleman desires to ask some ques- 

| tion, I will call the previous question. 

The first section of the bill contains the views 
|| of the Committee of Ways and Means, while the 
|| second section has been reported, against the judg- 
_ ment of the Committee of Ways and Means, but 
in obedience to the instructions of the House, 
under « resolution offered by the gentleman from 
| Illinois, |Mr. Wasusurne.) We could not, under 
that resolution, report any amended revenue bill 
without inserting what we have, namely, a tax 
on whisky on hand. We have thought that per- 
naps this House, as a final adjustment of this 
whole question, would be content to anticipate, 
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7 | | Wa a e mes ; 
by one month, the tax of two dollars upon what || Mr. MORRILL. f will withdraw the demand 


will ba largely distilled between this and the Ist 
of February, and agree with the committee to 
strike out the second section—which motion | 
now make—which we have reported in obedience 
to the instructions of the Elouse. But if they 
choore to retain both, itis notin the power of 
the committee to say it shall not be done. The 
committee, however, ask thatthe House wil! pass 
the first section, Inying the tax of two dollars 
upon all distilled after the Ist of January, because 
we think the Government will thereby obtain a 
very large revenue, as the distillation season is 
just commencing. If we pass it speedily, there 
will be no delay until after the holidays, and 
everybody will be prepared to go on and distill 
under that arrangement. 

The second section, of course I need not say 
to the House who have seen our previous record 
here, is repugnant to the views of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. I now ask that they will 
strike it out. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of I[linois. I did not 
withdraw the demand for the previous question 
with the expectation that the gentleman would 
make any motion, but only that he would submit 
his remarks. 
for the purpose of preventing any such thing. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I hope the Elouse will 
refuse to sustain the previous question so that | 
can move the amendment. 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Illinois. 
demand for the previous question, 

Mr. COX. The House cannot understand this 
section from the explanation made by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. ' 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hiinois. 
man from Ohio is notin order, 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order after 
the demand for the previous question, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers on seconding the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Srevens, and 
Mr. Wasubvene of lilinois, were appointed. 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 46, noes 62. . 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 suppose the House will 
very well understand that tf this bill is passed 
with both sections embraced, it will be impossi- 
ble for it to be acted upon in this House and the 
other before the adjournment for the holidays. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We will 
not adjourn, then. 

Mr. MORRILL. It has become important 
that this question should be settled, and settled 
now. Itis important to the revenue that this 
whole question should be put at rest. For three 
or four months past we have obtained no revenue 
from the manufacture of this article, and as long 
as the question is agitated we shall obtain none. 
The bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means merely antedates the amount of duties to 
be levied on the Ist of February, and proposes 
that they shall be levied on the Ist of January. 

The last section of the bill is in the precise lan- 
guage of the proposition introduced at the last 
session taxing stocks on hand. Itis not drawn 
with remarkable skill, but we thought that if the 
House was satisfied with it at the last session 
they would be as well satisfied with it at this. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | believe that many gentle- 
men iv this House who have heretofore voted for 
this tax upon stocks on hand have essentially 
changed their minds; certainly more than enough 
to change the result on the last vote have so ex- 
pressed themselves to me. The Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, who was for this tax at the 
last session, is decidedly of the ‘opinion that it 
would be wise now to abandon it. 

I move to strike out the last section of the bill, 
and upon that question and upon the whole bill | 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question fora few moments, to allow me to 
say a word or two, 

Mr. MORRILL. The gentleman was not very 
accommodating to my colleague on the commit- 
tee, [Mr. Srevens,] and | decline to withdraw it. 

Mr. COX. I move to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I again ap- 
peai to the gentleman from Vermont to yield to 
me for a few moments. 


I renew the 


The gentle- 


I demanded the previous question | 








| Vermont and myself. 


| bill on the table in the hope that the obnoxious 


spoken on ittimes enough forthe House to under- | 
stand fully my position, and the country too, al- | 


| bring in this very proposition by a majerity of 








| amendments we might propose. 


| gress to impose this tax, the Government had lost 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


for the previous 
self. 


The SPEAKER. 


question, holding the floor my- 


Does the gentleman from 


i! 
e 


table ? 

Mr. WASHDURNE, of Illinois. I have the 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
had the floor and moved to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. WASHIBURNE, of Illinois. I do not 
understand how the gentleman got the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ver- | 
montdemanded the previous question and took his | 
seat, Whereupon the gentleman from Ohio moved 
to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
pending a negotiation between the gentleman from | 
(Laughter. ] 


The gentleman from Ver- 


The SPEAKER. 


mont had stated that he refused to withdraw the |} 


demand for the previous question. 
Mr. COX. I withdraw the motion to lay the 


section will be stricken out. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. T only desire 


to say one word upon this question, because I have 


though that, perhaps, is of little importance. 
This House, on the first day of the session, 
instructed the Committee of Waysand Means to 


two or threevotes. The committee have brought 
itin and coupled it with another proposition by 
which, it seems to me, they seek to avoid the re- 


sponsibility of imposing this tax upon stocks on | 





|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Minois, Not atall, 


1} sir. 


i 
i 
eI 
} 
} 


That was || 





hand, 


Mr. STEVENS. 


The gentleman’s original 


resolution instructed us to couple it with other |! 
|| in this Hlouse can be. 


amendments, It instructed us to include itin any 
We were notat 
liberty to report it by itself. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


The prop- 


osition is brought in here by the Committee of |; 


Ways and Means in obedience to a vote of in- 
structions by this House. The gentleman from 
Vermont says there have been a sufficient num- 
ber of changes, according to hisown knowledge, 
to change that vote of the House which was had 
on the first day of thesession. Who those gen- 
tlemen are who have had new light on the subject 
of course will be seen by the vote. 

Now, sir, | stand upon this proposition the 
same as | have always stood. I have advocated 
its a measure of revenue, and ina conversation 
with the chairman of the Finance Committee of 
the Senate but a few days since, he said that he 
could demonstrate that by the refusal of Con- 


$70,000,000. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a point of order. The 
gentleman has no right to quote the action of any 
member of a committee in the other House to 
influence us here. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I am not 
quoting the action of any member of a commit- 
tee. Lam speaking of the man himself, 

Mr. COX. I submit to the Chair if that is in 
order. 


The SPEAKER. 


Itis notin order to quote 





the traysactions of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would ask the gentleman 
from Illinois if the same gentleman did not ad- 
vise him to give up this contest. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir; the 
same gentleman agrees with me on the subject, 
The same gentleman desires to see the revenues of 
the country increased, and he desires that these 
gamblers and speculators shall pay their portion. 
They have made millions, and tens of millions, 
which have come out of the pockets of the peo- 
ple; and we now have this proposition here which 
is reported from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and [appeal to the Representatives of 
the people to stand up to it, and vote it through. 
| have understood that it has been asserted that 
a sort of compromise has been entered into, that 


if the first section of the bill be adopted the other | 


| 


section will be abandoned. 
Mr.STEVENS. Does the gentleman from Iili- 


nois charge that against the Committee of Ways 
and Means? 
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I did not refer eo the committee, 

Mr. STEVENS. I expected the gentleman 
from I[ilinoisto say that, while the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance inthe other House thougit 
there had been $70,000,909 lost to the Government 
by the failure to tmx the stock on hand, the chair. 


| man of the Committee of Ways and Means jn 


this House thought there had been $30,000,090 
lost by the agitation of the sulject. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Even ae. 
cording to that there would be a balance of 
$40,000,000 on my side. I desire to say, Mr, 
Speaker, that I know nothing of any compro- 
mises on this question. [ make no compromises 


|} on it myself, and L do not know that anybody 


else is disposed to compromise it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, [ have this to 
say inreply to the gentleman from Illinois. The 
question, as now presented, is very different from 
the question as presented at the last sesfion of 
Congress. If a tax had been levied on the stock 
| on hand at that time it might have reached a large 
amount. At present it would not do so. The 
Commissioner of Lnternal Revenue is of the opin- 
ion that the stock on hand has been nearly con- 
sumed. Under these circumstances gentlemen 
may very well- be pardoned for changing their 
minds on this subject. If there were no other 
reason against taxing the stock on hand, the fact 
| that we can obtain so much more revenue, that 
the distilleries would go into operation if the ques- 
tion were only at once settled, and settled finally, 
is a sufficient argument against it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The best 
way in the world to settle it is to impose the 
tax. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the House under- 
stands the question fully. I have no sort of feel- 
ing on the subject. 1 am as much in favor of 
raising the largest amount of revenue as any man 
I would be willing, for 
one, that we should raise the entire amountof the 
annual expenditure for the war by taxation, [ 
only want that the wisest modes shall be selected. 
[ do not believe that this is one of them. I now 
renew my previous motion to strike out the sec- 
ond section of the bill; and on that, and the whole 
bill, | move the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; which was first on the 
motion to strike out the second section of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the afirmative—yeas 65, nays 69, not voting 57; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, Ashley, Bailey, Bliss 
Blow, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, Freeman Clarke, Cox, Cras 
vens, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas 'T. Davis, Denison, 
Eldridge, Finck, Garfield, Grider, Griswold, Hale, Harding, 
Harrington, Holman, Hooper, Kasson, Kelley, Lazear, 
Le Blond, Long, Longyear, Mallory, Marcy, McBride 
MeIndoe, Morrill, James R. Morris, Leonard Myers, 
Noble, Charlies O'Neill, John O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Pendleton, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, Pruyn, Sanwuel J. Ran- 
dall, Alexander H. Rice, Scott, Shannon, Smith, Smithers, 
Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, Townsend, Van Val- 
kenburgh, Voorltees, Ward, and Yeaman—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Alien, Alley, Allison, An- 
derson, Arnold, Augustus C. Baldwin, Jolin D. Baldwin, 
Baxter, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, Brandegee, James 5. 
Brown, Chanler, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Coffroth, Cole, 
Creswell, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, Eckley, Eden, 
Eliot, Frank, Ganson, Grinnelt, Hotelikiss, John H. Hub- 
bard, Hulburd, Jenekes, Francis W.. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, 
Moorhead, Amos Myers, Perham, Price, Williant IL. Ran- 
dall, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, 
Ross, Scofield, Sloan, Spalding, Join B. Steele, Wads- 
worth, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wil- 
liams, Wilson, and Windom—60, a 

NOT VOTiING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Blaine, Wil- 
liam G. Brown, Clay, Donnelly, Driggs, Dumont, Edgerton, 
English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Gooch, Hail, Herrick, Hig- 
by, Asahel W. Hubbard, Hutchins, Ingersoli, Philip 
Johnson, William Johnson, Kailbfleisch, King, Knapp, 
Loan, Marvin, McAllister, McDowell, McKinney, Middle- 
ton, William H. Miller, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Nelson, 
Norton, Odell, Radford, Robinson, Rogers, Schenck, Starr, 
William G. Steele, Stiles, Sweat, ‘Thomas, Tracy, Web- 
ster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. 
White, Wilder, Winficld, Benjamin Wood, Fernando 
Wood, and Woodbridge—57. 


So the second section of the bill was struck out. 

Messrs. SCHENCK and FARNSWORTH, 
not being within the bar when their names were 
called, asked leave to vote, 

Mr. DAWES objected. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
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by which the second section of the bill was struck 


out; and also moved to lay the motion to recon- | 


gider on the table. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, called for the | 


yeas and nays on the latter motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the affirmmative—yeas 65, nays 56, not voting 61; | 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ames, Ancona, Ashley, Baily, John D. 
Baldwin, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, Freeman 
Clarke, Cox, Henry Winter Davis, Thomas Tl’. Davis, Deni- 
son, Eldridge, Finck, Garfield, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, 
Harding, Harrington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Holman, 
Hooper, Kasson, Kelley, Knapp, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, 
Longyear, Mallory, Marcy, McBride, MeIndoe, Morrill, 
James KR. Morris, Leonard Myers, Noble, Charles O'Neill, 
John O'Neill, Orth, Pendicton, Perry, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Schenck, 
Scott, Shannon, Smithers, Stevens, Strouse, Stuart, Thayer, 
Townsend, Vau Valkenburgh, Voorhees, Ward, and Yea- 
man—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Alley, Allison, Ander- 
son, Arnold, Baxter, Beaman, Blair, Boutwell, Brandegee, 
James 8S. Brown, Chanler, Ainbrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cof- 
froth, Cole, Dawes, Dawson, Deming, Dixon, Driggs, Eck- 
ley, Eden, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Ganson, Hotchkiss, 


John H. Hubbard, Huiburd, Jenckes, Francis W. Kellogg, | 


Orlando Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, McClurg, Samuel F. 
Miller, Moorhead, Perham, Price, William H. Randatl, 
John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rollins, Ross, 
Scofield, Spalding, John B. Steele, Tracy, Upson, Wads- 
worth, Eligu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wil- 
liams, Wilsen, and Windom—s6. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Blaine, William G, Brown, Clay, Cravens, Cres- 
well, Donnelly, Dumont, Edgerton, English, Fenton, 
Gooch, Grider, Hall, Benjamin G. Harris, Higby, Asalhel 
W. Hubbard, Hutchins, logersoll, Philip Johnson, William 
Johnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, King, Law, Loan, 
Marvin, McAllister, MeDowel!, McKinney, Middleton, 


William H. Miller, Daniel Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, | 


Nelson, Norton, Odell, Patterson, Radtord, Robiuson, 
Rogers, Sloan, Smith, Starr, William G. Steele, Stiles, 
Sweat, Thomas, Webster, Whaley, Wheeler, Chiiton A. 
White, Joseph W. White, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wouod, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—61. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE$ of Illinois. I desire to 
give notice that, if that section be stricken out, I 
shall offer it to every proposition to which itmay 
be appropriate. 

The bill was then passed. 


Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled bills of the following titles; when 
the Speaker signed the same: 

Jointresolution (S. No. 83) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain John A. Winslow, United 
States Navy, and to the officers and men under his 
command on board theUnited States steamer Kear- 
sarge, in her conflict with the piratical craft the 
Alabama, in compliance with the President’s rec- 
ommendation to Congress of the 5th of December, 
1864; 

Joint resolution (S. No. 84) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Lieutenant William B. Cushing, 
of the United States Navy, and the officers and 
men who assisted him in his gallant and perilous 
achievement in destroying the rebel steamer Al- 
bemarle,,in compliance with the President’s rec- 
ommendation of December 5, 1864; and 

An act (S. No. 222) authorizing the holding of 
a special session of the United States district 
court for the district of Indiana. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that motion, I want to move to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. There is some business that ought to be 
done in the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr.WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand 
that the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Spatpina,] 
desires to make a speech in the Committee of the 
Whole, and I therefore withdraw my motion for 
the purpose of permitting the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to make the motion that the House 


go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


I move that 


| 





| 





Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 

Mr. PRICE. Iaskthe gentleman to withdraw | 
that motion for a moment in order that I may 
offer a resolution, 

Mr. STEVENS. 


that purpose. 


: 
1 withdraw my motion for | 


UNITED STATES CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 
Mr. PRICE. 


I ask leave to offer the following 
resolution: 


resentatives be, and is hereby, granted to the United States 


| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














Mr.SPALDING. Mr. Chairman, when, at the 
last sitting of the Committee of the Whole House 


| on the state of the Union, I submitted the motion 


which at this time gives me the floor, my only 
purpose was to bring about an adjournment of 
the House. But as, by parliamentary rule, the 
privilege of speaking is accorded to me, I shall 
improve the opportunity to congratulate the com- 


| mittee and the country upon the dignified and pa- 


Resolved, That the use of the Hall of the House of Rep- | 


Christian Commission for their public anniversary meet- | 


ing, to be held on Sunday evening, January 29, 1865. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


Iam com- 


pelled to object to that, and all other similar prop- | 


ositions. 

Mr. PRICE. I move to suspend the rules in 
order to allow the introduction of the resolution. 
I do not see why the resolution should be objec- 
tionable to any one. On the motion to suspend 
the rules | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. PRICE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Price and 
ELDRIDGE were appointed. 


ayes forty-six, noes not counted. 

Less than two thirds voting in favor of the 
motion, the rules were not suspended, 

Mr. STEVENS. I renew the motion to go 
| into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HALE. 
the motion for a moment, to allow me to offer a 
resolution. 

Mr.STEVENS. 


DICTIONARY OF CONGRESS. 
Mr. HALE. 


resolution: 


I withdraw for that purpose. 


I ask leave to offer the following 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the mem 
bers of this House a sufficient number of extra copies of 
the Dictionary of Congress to inake the quota of the House 
equal to that already ordered by the Senate: Provided, That 
the copyright hereby directed to be paid by the Clerk shall 
not exceed per copy What was herctofore allowed for the 
saine work. 


of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution being ob- 
jected to, is not before the House. 

Mr. HALE. Does it not go to the Committee 
on Printing under the rules ? 

The SPEAKER. It would, if it were regu- 
larly introduced; but any member can object to 
its introduction. 


Mr. STEVENS. 





I now renew the motion to 


of the Union. 
Mr. W. J. ALLEN. 


] hope the gentleman 


bill simply for reference. 


Mr. STEVENS. I yield for that purpose. 
UNITED STATES COURT IN ILLINOIS. 
Mr. W. J. ALLEN, by unanimous consent, 


introduced a bill to provide for additional terms 
of the United States circuit and district courts in 
| the southern district of Illinois; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ‘ 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 now again renew the mo- 
tion to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [understand 
| the object in going into Committee of the Whole 
is simply for the purpose of allowing speeches to 
be made. | therefore ask that, by unanimous 
consent, it be understood that when the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole shall rise no further business 
shall be done in the House this afternoon. 

No objection was made. 

The question being taken on Mr. Stevens’s 
motion, it was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


accordingly resolved itgelf into Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Farns- 
| worTH in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
| tion of the President’s annual message. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


Several Memsers objected to the introduction | 





I ask my colleague to withdraw | 


go into the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


from Pennsylvania will allow me to introduce a | 


So the rules were suspended; and the House | 


triotic character of the President’s message, which 
is, by a like rule, made the first subject for our con- 
sideration. 

The President gives us to understand in this, 
his annual message, thatthe condition of our for- 
eign affairs is * reasonably satisfactory ’—that is 
to say, that amicable relations with all foreign 
Powers are still preserved through the arts of di- 
plomacy. He says, however, that unforeseen 
political difficulties have arisen on the “ northern 
boundary of the United States,’’ and, ** in view 
of the insecurity of life and property in the region 
adjacent to the Canadian border, by reason of 
recent assaults and depredations, committed by 
inimical and desperate persons, who are harbored 
there, it has been thought proper to give notice 
that, after the expiration of six months, the period 
conditionally stipulated in the existing arrange- 
ment with Great Britain, the United States must 
hold themselves at liberty to increase their naval 
armament upon the lakes if they shall find that pro- 
ceeding necessary.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, as the Representative of a 
wealthy, intelligent, and highly patriotic popula- 
tion in the immediate vicinity of one of these great 
lakes, whose peaceful waters have the last sum- 
mer been rudely violated by the marauders from 


| Canada, I desire to thank the President for this 
| signal manifestation of executive firmness and 


sagacity. 
It should not be forgotten that this House of 
Representatives at its last session adopted with a 


| good degree of unanimity a joint resolution, em- 


anating from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
requesting the Executive to give to Great Britain 
this very notice so vitally important to the com- 
merce of the lakes and to the security of the in- 
habitants livingupon their borders, ‘This resolu- 


| tion ** fell asleep’’ in the Senate. 


Another resolution touching the interests of the 
British provinces in a strictly commercial point, 
and giving reciprocity in fact where none existed 
but in name, has recently passed this House in 
accordance with the just expectations of the 


| people, and they seem now to be waiting some- 
|| what impatiently the further action of coérdinate 


branches of the Government. 

Mr. Chairman, I am fully aware of the deli- 
cacy of our relations with Great Britain, and have 
no disposition at this moment to provoke open 
hostilities with her; but I am free to confess that 
1 do not look upon that Power as a friend to the 
United States. She is greatly ambitious to be the 
leader of the nations by means of her supremacy 
on the ocean, and she is preéminently eelfish in 
all that appertains to commerce and trade. In 
both of these particulars, a Navy and commer- 


| cial marine, the United States having peace within 


her own borders, would speedily overshadow her. 
Neither do I fear Great Britain. This Govern- 
ment has no occasion to fear her, for, with all her 
wealth and military and naval strength, the loyal 
people of the United States are at this moment, 
with the ** great rebellion’’ on their hands, more 
thana match forher. While we deprecate war with 
foreign nations, we should always remember that 
the surest way to avoid that calamity is to be 
fully prepared for the emergency. Pusillanimous 
legislationand pusillanimous diplomacy wil! bring 
ruin upon a nation sooner thanarmed legions. It 


| is therefore the true policy of our Republic to 


be continually ** girding on her armor,”’ to erect 
fortifications upon her exposed coasts and bor- 
ders, to establish dock-yards and depots upon the 
shores of our inland seas, as well as upon the 
shores of our two great oceans. 

The message informs us that the financial af- 
fairs of the Government have been beneficially 
affected by the legislation of the last session 
of Congress. The receipts into the Treasury 
fram all sources during the year, in cash, were 
$884,076,646, of which there was derived from 
customs $102,316,152; from lands, $588,333; from 


|, direct taxes, $475,648; from internal revenue, 
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$109,741,134; from miscellaneous sources, $47,- 
511,448; and from loans, $623 ,443,929. The dis- 
bursements were, in the sum total, $865,234,087, 
of which the War Department consumed $690,- 
791,842, and the Navy Department $85,733,292. 
These estimates, it will be noted, were made on 
the Ist day of July, 1864, at which time the in- 
creased tariff and internal duties were hardly felt 
at the national Treasury. The national debt, at 
that date, was $1,740,690,489. Itis believed that 
by a judicious revision of the system of tariff and 
taxation, and especially by the imposition of a 
reasonable duty upon sales of all sorts, the in- 
ternal revenue may be made to exceed the sum 
of $300,000,000 a year, without being burdensome 
to our people. Whata picture that will present 
of the unfathomable resources of our great nation ! 
Not yet fourscore years of age, and with one 
third of the States in open and active rebellion 
for four years, sustaining an Army of a million 
men, ads Navy of seven hundred ships of war, 
and yet not one dollar borrowed, except from our 
own loyal citizens! And still we have buta faint 
conception of the wonderful resources of the Uni- 
ted States Government and people. I am_per- 
suaded that I speak within the bounds of modesty 
and truth when I say thata single article of com- 
merce, almost unknown to the arts at the break- 
ing out of the rebellion, will command annually, 
in the market, money enough to pay the interest 
on our national debt. 

It is gratifying to learn from the message that 
notwithstanding the exactions for the military 












































































































































































































































enabled to enter lands for farms during the five 
quarters preceding the 30th day of September 
last, under the benign provisions of the homestead 
law. This is the only legitimate mode of making 
sovereigns in our country—lords of the soil—and 
they will be very apt to stand by the Government 
whence they have derived their utle of aggrandize- 
ment. 

It is painful to hear of the devastating effects 
of war upon our fighting population; and, at the 
same time, we are happy to know that republics 
are not, all of them, ungrateful. The President 
tells us there have been placed on the Army pen- 
sion rolls, during the year, twenty-two thousand 











































































































and mothers. The number seems large, but we 
must increase the list until every dependent rela- 
tive of a deceased soldier shall, by the bounty of 
the Government, be made secure against want. 
Then, and not till then, shall we be permitted to 
sing— 
* How sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 
By all their country’s wishes blest.’ 


















































We are told by the President, in his own pecu- 
liar style, that society is ** being molded for dura- 
bility inthe Union;”’ and as evidence of the fact, 
he points to the Monumental City, and says, in 




















is secure to liberty and Union for all the future, 














noble men who have been instrumental in rescu- 











the incubus of slavery! Henceforth Maryland 














star of the first magnitude. 

With respectful submission I here venture to 
suggest that the President has himself performed 
an official act since the commencement of the pres- 
ent session of Congress that will do more in the 
future toward * molding society for durability 
in the Union” than any conceivable action of any 
one State. 

The President adverts in his message to the 
recent quadrennial election as evidence of the will 
of the people in favor of the constitutional amend- 
ment for the prohibition of slavery throughout 
the United States. He isclearly right in this, so 
far as regards the sentiments of at least three 
fourths of the voters in the loyal States. It is in 
vain that politicians plant themselves upon the 
track of progress and attempt to impede the car 
of freedom! Itis in vain that the learned, elo- 
quent, but erratic Representative from the city of 
New York invokes * toleration”’ in behalf of an 
institution that he says “‘ was tolerated by the 
Saviour and His apostles.’”” The enlightened 
sense of the age jn which we live imperatively 























































































































ing that old and respected Commonwealth from | 


1s destined to shine, in the galaxy of States, as a | 


one hundred and ninety-eight widows, orphans, | 


words that thrill the patriotic breast, ‘* Maryland | 


The genius of rebellion will no more claim Mary- | 
land.’’ Allhonorto Maryland! All honor to the | 





demands the complete extinction of slavery; the | 


THE 


voices of two hundred thousand of our sons who 
have fallen a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom 
cry to us from their graves, ‘* Extinguish sla- 
very!’? The widowsand orphans of the slaugh- 

tered soldiers implore us to * abolish slavery.” 
Two hundred thousand stalwart men with bayo- 


| nets in their hands, once slaves, but now soldiers | 
of the Union, admonish us to wipe cut the foul 


stain of slavery; but, above all, right and justice | 
and the perpetuity of our free institutions of gov- | 
ernment call upon us to remove this curse from | 
the land. 

And why should gentlemen on the other side | 


| of this House hesitate in this matter? Have they 


not always, as partisan politicians, expressed a 


| desire to abolish slavery so soon as they could do 


service, some nine thousand persons had been || 





| in the days of Virginia’s manhood should object 


it in a constitutional manner? And now what 
are they asked to do by their votes? Simply to 
aid the majority in giving a two-thirds vote, so 
that the proposition to amend the Constitution 
may be submitted to the people of the States 
through their Representatives in the legislative 
bodies. If they refuse to do this, what is the just 
inference? That they are so wedded to the insti- 
tution of slavery that they will not trust the people | 
with the privilege of saying whether or not it 

shall continue its existence in the land. If they 

refuse to do this, what is the inevitable conse- 

quence? The Thirty-Ninth Congress will adopt 

the measure within one week of its organization, 

and then the issue will be with the country, in all | 
time to come, which body most truly represented 
the wishes and interests of the great American 
people. 

In connection with this subject of amending the 
Constitution so as to prohibit slavery in the land, 
I commend to the consideration of gentlemen on 
both sides of the House the following historical 
fact: Colonel George Mason, of Virginia, one of 
the distinguished statesmen who assisted in fram- 
ing the Constitution, nevertheless refused to give 
it the sanction of his name, and protested against 
its adoption for this among other reasons by him 
publicly assigned: 

“The general Legislature [Congress] is restrained from 
prohibiting the further importation of slaves for twenty-odd 


years; though such importations render the United States 
weaker,more vulnerable, and less capable of defense.” 


Is it not passing strange that one of the fathers 


to our national charter because it contained ‘‘a 
negative’? upon prohibition of the slave trade, 
and, at this day, after three fourths of a century’s 
experience of the wisdom of that objection there 
should be found in this Hall men nurtured in the 
lap of freedom and blessed with all the precious 
privileges appertaining to free institutions who | 
by their voices and their votes express a determ- 
ination to scourge their posterity as we in our day 
are scourged with the curse of human slavery ? 

Mr. Chairman, [ did not intend to make an 
anti-slavery speech on this floor. I agree with 
the gentleman from New York in his declaration 
publicly made at the last session, that ‘* SLAVERY 
Is DEAD.” 

3ut 1 do desire to ‘* set a seal’? upon the door 





of its tomb. Such a seal, in my judgment, will 
require the proposed amendment of the Constitu- 
tion. 

I do not advert, Mr. Chairman, to the long 
string of hallucinations introduced by the gentle- 
man a New York into his speech to show a 
preteffded parallelism between the patriotic efforts 
of ** Burke and Fox and Chatham and Camden”’ 
and others of the British Parliament, in the early 
days of the American Revolution, and the trea- 
sonable ravings of disappointed politicians in 
another and differentarena. I turn all such con- 
testants over to another and different tribunal 
where more summary justice may beadministered. 
I will stop long enough, however, to say to the 
gentleman from New York that since he made 
his proud boast, on Wednesday last, that his 
‘* southern brethren could never be subjugated,” 
very much evidence has accumulated on that point. 
| send to the Clerk the remarks of a morning pa- 
per on the present aspect of military affairs, and 
beg leave to say that I heartily agree with the 
pannene editor in his ascriptions of praise to the 

eads of the War and Navy Departments, and to, 
the officers and soldiers of our armies. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“Tue Sirvation.—The cause looks grandly upward. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


December 19, 


— 





From every quarter of the theater of war come glorious 
tidings. Everywhere where the flag of the nation floats 
over the embattled hosts of the Union, itis borne in triumph 


| We give this morning the proudest bulletin of the war, [t 


makes a noble record for the presiding genius whose mas. 
terly intellect controls the movements of the Union armies 


|) from his unobtrusive headquarters at City Point, for the 


executive talentof the great War Minister and his subordj- 
nates, Whose unwearying activity and promptitude furnish 
in abundance the requisite material for so many distant 
armies, for the military talent and aptitude for command 
of the leaders who are so nobly guiding our troops to victory, 
and for the daring endurance and patriotic enthusiasm of 
the rank and file, whose achicvements will stand compari. 
son with the best soldiers of any age or clime. Nor should 
the valuable codperation of the Navy be forgotten—the 


| energy and skill which have placed the United States in the 





foremost rank of the naval Powers of the world, the ability 
and heroic zeal of the officers, and the indomitable pluck of 
our gallanttars. ‘The news which we publish this morning, 
confirmatory of the glad tidings which has sent a thrill of 
exultant triumph throughout the land, is the sure precursor 
of the approaching doom of the rebellion. 

** Sherman has made his devastating swath of sixty miles 
in breadth through the very heart of Georgia, breaking up 
workshops and factories, destroying stores and supplies, 
seattering the panie-stricken Legisiature, and assuring the 
Empire State of the South that war is no child’s play, and 
that though it has been long free from its ravages, it is idle 
to defy the Governmentof our fathers and to cope with the 

esources of a people bent on the maintenance of its na- 
Sonality. He has reached his objective point on the coast, 
Fort MeAllister is in his hands. Savannah is partially in- 
vested, and its fate sealed. 

“ {nthe mean time General Foster has wee up from 
Beaufort, has laid devastating hands on the railroad con- 
nection with Charleston, and is ready to coiperate with 
Shermanin an attack on Savannah, while the Navy is inov. 
ing up its ships and gunboats into Ossabaw sound for like 
purpose. Further on, in the far Southwest, General Can- 
by has dispatched a force trom Vicksburg, which has de- 
stroyed the bridge over the Big Black river, with thirty miles 
of the track of the Mississippi Central railroad, twenty-six 
hundred bales of cotton, and over a hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars’ worth of property, cutting off Hood’s connec- 
tion with Mobile and endangering his supplies. 

“ Breckinridge has been checked in his demonstrations 
in Tennessee, by a daring raid under Storeman and Bur- 
bridge in his rear, who seized Abingdon, Glade Springs, 
and other points along the East Tennessee and Virginia 
railroad, destroying the track and valuable property, and 
spreading universal consternation among the rebels, and 
threatening, according to their accounts, their invaluable 
salt-works at Saltville and vicinity. 

** Along the Roanoke a joint land and naval expedition, 
despite the torpedoes which blew up three of our vessels, 
are pushing up into the interior, laying waste rebel supplies 
to the amountof a million dollars and more, and scattering 
dismay among a people who thought navigation entirely 
obstructed. 

“* In Tennessee the gallant Thomas is giving the finishing 
blows to that grand stroke of the Davis-Hood-Beauregard 
policy which was to annihilate Sherman and ignomin- 
iously expel the Federal troops from the soil of Tennessee. 
Sherman paid no heed to the vain boast, but pursued his 
march, leaving the vaunting enemy to the care of Thomas 
and his gallant men, and right nobly have they done their 
duty. Falling back, asif under compulsion, Thomas admin- 
istered a severe check to the enemy at Franklin, and con- 
centrated his lines on the Cumberland. When Hood sent 
out his detached parties, expecting to flank the old veteran 
into further retreat, he was suddenly pounced down upon 
and vanquished. We give his official dispateh this morn- 
ing. Forrest, too, the chief of the Fort Pillow massacre, 
is reported as killed. 

** While thus from other quarters of the military horizon 
we are cheered by tidings of success, the army of the Po- 
tomac is not idle. The gallant Warren has just returned 
from a damaging raid upon the Weldon road, and the great 
leader of our armies is steadily maturing his preparations 
for the final demonstration against the rebel capital. Its 
fate may be postponed, but it cannot be averted.” 


Mr. SPALDING. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
adopt the term “‘ subjugate ’’as used by the gentle- 
man from New York but in the last necessity. I 
heartily concur with our excellent Chief Magis- 
trate in the sentiment embodied in the last para- 
graph of his message, and commend it especially 
to the gentleman from New York, and all who 
may sympathize with him in his efforfs to in- 
spire the supporters of a bad cause with confi- 
dence: 

“In stating a single condition of peace, I mean simply 
to say, that THE WAR WILL CEASE, ON THE PART OF THE 


GOVERNMENT, WHENEVER IT SHALL HAVE CEASED ON THE 
PART OF THOSE WHO BEGAN IT.”’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair, Mr. Farnswortu reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the President’s 
annual message, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. HOLMAN, (at 
ten minutes past three o’clock p.m.,) the House 
adjourned, 


I move that the committee 


a 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 20, 1864. 
Prayer by Rev. Tuomas Bowman, D. D., Chap- 


lain to the Senate. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. MORGAN presented the memorial of A. 
M. Conrey and H. S. Jaudon, praying that the 
Secretary of the Treasury may be authorized to 
yay to them a certain amount of money seized by 
Major General Butler at New Orleans, and re- 
mitted by him to the Treasury Department, the 
same having been previously confiscated in the 
hands of the Southern Bank of New Orleans, by 
the rebel government; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the memorial of Catharine 
Harleston, praying to be remunerated for dam- 


ages to her house and furniture, occasioned by | 
the shelling of her house on the Seventh street | 


road, in the District of Columbia, in the month 


of July last, as is alleged, by order of the Presi- | 


dent of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented a petition of offi- | 


cers in the subsistence department of the Army, 


praying that that department may be placed on | 


an equality with the quartermaster’s department 


in respect to promotion; which was referred to the || 


Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


Mr. WILSON presented three petitions of offi- || 


cers in the military service of the United States, 


praying for an increase of their pay and allow; | 
ances; which were referred to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs and the Militia. 
He also presented the petition of Selina Bar- 


clay, praying for remuneration for the loss of her | 


property occasioned by the burning of the navy- 
yard at Portsmouth, Virginia, in April, 1861; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also presented the memorial of James N. 
Carpenter, paymaster United States Navy, pray- 
ing to be compensated for losses sustained by him 
by reason of the rebellion, in consequence of his 
absence on duty on board the United States ship 
Saratoga; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of J. B. | 
Parker and forty others, acting assistant surgeons | 


in the United States Navy, praying for an increase 
of their pay; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. I have received and been re- 
quested to present to the Senate the memorial of 
Edmund F. Brown, a notary public and United 
States commissioner of Washington city, asking 
for the payment of a balance due him by the In- 
terior Department for taking depositions in matters 
connected with the Washington aqueduct. My 
own impression is that it should be referred to the 
Committee on Claims; but it has been transmitted 
to me with arequest to have it referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


they will send it to the Committee onClaims. | 
move that the petition be referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. HALE. I have received, and been re- 
quested to present to the Senate, a memorial from 
Sister Ann Simeon Norris, mother superior of the 
Sisters of Charity, which represents that by the 
discipline of their order they are obliged to wear 
a uniform of a certain description, which is manu- 
factured only in France, and that the duties upon 
it are now so oppressive that they are notable to 
receive theimportation. They represent that they 
spend their lives, a greatmany of them, in gratui- 
tous service in the hospitals, and there are, I be- 
lieve, some three or four hundred of them who de- 
vote their whole time to purposes of charity in 
the Army. They request that the duties on that 
material may be remedied. 1 move that the me- 
morial be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I present the memorial of the 
board of managers of the Soldiers’ National Cem- 
etery Association, asking for a slight appropria- 
tion on the part of the Government to aid in the 
erection of the monumentat Gettysburg. As the 
facts contained in the memorial are very interest- 
ing, and the memorial itself is quite brief, I move 


| from 
| 


>on If they, on | 
examination, find that it does not belong to them, || 





|| that it be printed and referred to the Committee 
\| on Military Affairs and the Militia. : 

| . 

|| The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that permission 


|| be granted to withdraw from the files of the Sen- 
1 ate the petition of Charles Taylor, praying com- 
|| pensation for service rendered and supplies ad- 
|| vanced to the United States, at Chicago, Illinois, 
| during the Black Hawk war, in 1832, and that it 
| be referred to the Committee on Claims. No re- 
port has been made upon the case. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

| A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 618) to 
amend the act entitled ‘*An act to provide inter- 
| nal revenue to support the Government, pay in- 
terest on the public debt, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved June 30, 1864; and that the House had 
concurred in the amendment of the Senate to the 
| resolution proposing an adjournment from the 
22d instant to the Sth of January, 1864. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
|| No. 560) to amend the act of Congress entitled 
|| An act to grant the right of preémption to cer- 


of California,’’ reported it with amendments. 
He also, from the, same committee, to whom 

were referred various petitions from citizens of 

California on that subject, asked to be discharged 


agreed to. 


lic Lands, to whom was referred the bill(S. No. 
354) extending the time for the completion of cer- 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Pub- | 


~Mr. POMEROY, from the Committee on Pub- | 


tain purchasers on the Soscol Ranch, in the State | 


their further consideration, which was | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


There being no objection, the bill was cousid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to provide that in computing the three years al- 
lowed by the twenty-first section of the * act in- 
creasing temporarily the duties on imports, and 
for other purposes,’’ approved July 14, 1862, for 
the withdrawal of goods from any public store 
or bonded warehouse for exportation to foreign 
countries or transhipment to any port of the Pa- 
cific or western coastof the United States, if such 
exportation or transhipment of any goods shall, 
either for the whole or any part of the term of 


| three years, have been prevented by reason ofany 


order of the President of the United States, the 
time during which such exportation or tranship- 
ment shall have been so prevented shall be ex- 
cluded from the computation, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed, 


WASUINGTON GAS-LIGIT COMPANY. 

Mr. DIXON. The Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the Washington Gas-Light Company, pray- 
ing for the repeal of certain amendments to thetr 
charter, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to reporta bill on the sub- 


| jectand to ask for it the immediate consideration of 


| the Senate. 


It is a matter of very great public as 
well as private importance. 

By unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 363) to 
amend the charter of the Washington Gas-Lieht 


| Company was read twice by its utle and consid- 


tain land-grant railroads in Minnesota, and for || 


He also, from the same committce, to whom 
was referred a joint resolution (S. R. No. 33) to 

| enable the Secretary of the Treasury to obtain 
the title to certain property in Carson City, and 


| 
| other purposes, reported it with an amendment. 
| 


|| Territory of Nevada, for the purposes of a branch 


| mint located in said place, reported it without 
| amendment. 

TUE RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
| Mr. SUMNER. 


Relations, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 


Great Britain the notice required for the termina- 
| tion of the reciprocity treaty of the 5th of June, 


| 
| 
| 

words * joint resolution” and inserting a substi- 
|| tute, I am further directed to ask for the consid- 
|| eration of the resolution to-morrow, and, if the 
|| Senate will give me permission, I shall call it up 
|| at some convenient moment to-morrow. 
1) The same committee, to whom were referred 
|| a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of St. 
|, Paul, Minnesota, remonstrating against any ac- 
|| tion at the present session of Congress termina- 


the Chamber of Commerce of Milwaukee, and 

sundry other papers on the same subject, having 

had them under consideration direct me to report 

them all back to the Senate, with arequest to be 

discharged from the further consideration thereof. 
The committee was discharged. 


Mr. FOOT. I desire to present the petitions 


tion of the reciprocity treaty, so called. 


the Committee on Foreign Relations, I move that 
| the petitions lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
WITHDRAWAL OF BONDED GOODS. 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Committee on Finance, 





A.D. 1854, have had the same under considera- | 
tion, and directed me to report it back to the Sen- | 
ate with an amendment striking out all after the | 


The Committee on Foreien | 


of a large number of citizens from various towns | 
in the State of Vermont, praying for the abroga- | 
As that 

subject has been reported upon this morning by | 


extend the time allowed for the withdrawal of cer- | 


tain goods therein named from public stores, have 
had the same under consideration, and directed 
me to report it back without amendment and to 
ask that it may be put on its passage at once. 


| 
to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 603) to | 


| tion (H. R. No. 56) authorizing the President of || 
| the United States to give to the Government of | 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. It préposes 
to repeal so much of the acts of June 25, 1860, and 
July 11, 1862, as relate to the price of gas fur- 
nished by the Washington Gas-Light Company, 
and to amend the act incorporating the company 
so as to prohibit the company from receiving, on 
and after December 1, 1864, for the benefit of its 
stockholders, a greater price for gas than the aver- 
age netor cash price which may be charged in the 
capitals of the States of Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and New York, and from that price 
five per cent. is to be deducted onall gas furnished 
to the General Government. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that if we 
are to change the charter of this company we 
ought to fix definitely the price of the gas con- 
sumed. ‘The gas consumed by the Government 
of the United States now amounts to somewhere 
between fifty and one hundred thousand dollars 
per annum; and this bill affects also the price 
paid by every consumer in the city of Washine- 
ton. I think all of us are more or less interested 
init. If the price now allowed by law is not 
sufficient, certainly the Committee on the District 
of Columbia ought to fix the price, and not make 
it so uncertain as to depend upon the legislation 
of three or four different States—a standard that 
no citizen interested in the subject can fix. How 
would it be possible for a citizen of Washington 
to know what is the law of these various States? 


| It would be impossible for him to ascertain it, It 


ting the reciprocity treaty, and also sundry pe- || 
titions from Connecticut, from Wisconsin, from | 


seems to me, therefore, that if the price allowed 
is not sufficient, the Committee on the District of 
Columbia should fix a definite price per thousand 
feet, and then every citizen will know precisely 
whether they charge him according to law or not. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Is there no limit? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No. Itis to be fixed, as 
I understand it, by what is allowed in the capi- 
tals of Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and New York. 

Mr. JOHNSON. They charge differently in 
the cities to which reference is made. 

Mr. WILSON. IL think we had better not pass 
this bill this morning. Let us have a little time 
to reflect upon it and to inquire into it. Itseems 
to me, however, that some action ought to be had 
not only in regard to the price, but especially in 
regard to the quality of the gas. “The quality of 
the gas of this city is of the very pourest descrip- 
tion. Everybody sees it, feels it, tastes it, and 
smells it. I think we had better let the bill lie 
over, and we shall probably hear something about 
itin a few days and can make the bill what it 
ought to be; but I am sure that some action ought 


| to be had in regard to this matter of gas in this 
| city. 


| 


Mr. DIXON. Ihave a letter here from the sec- 
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retary of the company with regard to the quality 
of the gas, and I may as well, perhaps, allude to 
that, as the Senator from Massachusetts has re- 
ferred to it. Itis true that about one week ago 
there was a very great defect in the character of 
the gas, which was probably perceived by every 
person who had occasion to use it; but I believe, 
with thatexception, there has been no complaint. 
The secretary of the company, Mr. Brown, wrote 
me a note in regard to that, which I will read to 
the Senate. He says: 


Orrice or THe Wasuinotron Gas Liont Company, 
No. 403 Tenta Street West, 
Wasutnoton Crtry, December 19, 1564. 
Dear Str: Last week we received a cargo of coal from | 
Nova Scotia, out of the Glace bay mines, froin which there 
has been sent us about a thousand tons in 1864, all good 
coal, suchas is used in Boston and other eastern cities. | 
Being scarce of coal we commenced using it at once, and 
did not observe the unpleasant odor of the gas until we had 
carbonized some filty tons; itwas immediately stopped as 
soon as discovered, hut one hundred and seventy five thou- 
sand feetof the gas had passed into the holders and affected 
the whole supply forforty-eight hours. This coal cost more 
than the coal trom West Virginia, and nearly as much as 
that from Pittsburg, and was only ordered because we could 
not get our winter supply from the United States. This | 
company has always turnished purer and better gas than 
was used any other place, aud it is our intention to do so 
regardless of the costof coal, as long as we can furnish any 
at all. The cargo of coal reterred to will not be used for 
manufacturing gas, and every care will be taken to prevent 
the production of an article of the charaeter complained of, 
lam, &e., J. F. BROWN, Secretary, §c. 
Hon. James Dixon, United States Senator. 


That is with regard to the quality of the gas, 
Now, as to the question of postponing this mat- 
ter, | will state to the Senate, and I think the 
Senate will see, that immediate or at least early 
action is required on this subject, after hearing 
the facts, 

On the 25th of June, 1860, a bill was passed 


company to $3 50 per thousand feet. In 1862 


an amendment was adopted to an appropriation || 
bill limiting the company to $2 80 per thousand || 


feet to the Government and $3 to other con- | 
sumers, with ten per cent. deducted, leaving the | 
price to be paid by the Government $2 52, which 
1s now paid, and by other consumers $270. It 
is perfectly obvious that, with the present price 
of coal and the present price of labor, itis utterly 
impossible for this company to furnish the public 
with gas at these rates. They are, as the com- 
mittee were informed and believe, at this time act- 
ually losing a very large sum of money monthly. 
They have not made a dividend for eighteen 
months, and they will notonly make no dividends 
hereafter, at the present prices, but the committee 
were satisfied they would be compelled to aban- 
don their works, and perhaps give them up to the 
Government, and the Government will be com- 
pelled to furnish its own gas, which we believe 
could not be furnished at this time at a price less | 
than six dollars per thousand. 

Now, sir, thiscompany presenttheir bills month- 
ly. They must present their bills at the com- 
mencement of the next month, and if no action 
is had now the subject must go over, and they 
will be compelled by the Government to furnish 
gas for another month ata losing rate. It does 
not seem to me that that is just or right. 

As to the objection of the Senator from Ohio, 
the committee would have preferred to fix a cer- 
tain rate of price; but they found it very difficult to 
do so inconsequence of the fact that materials and 
labor are constantly rising. It would be impos- 
sible for the committee to say what would now 
and six months hence, and perhaps a year hence, 
be a fair price. It was therefore thought if we 
adopted as acriterion for the price, the price in 
several cities where coal is twenty or thirty per 
cent. cheaper always than here, asin Harrisburg, 
Trenton, and Annapolis, that that would bea fair 
rate, and then there would be no occasion for this 
ae to come to Congress again and ask that 
the limitation be removed. Sutil, if the Senate 
orefer to fix a rate, of course the committee would 
Lave no objection to it; but the reason why they 
adopted this mode was that it seemed difficult at 
this time to fix a rate which would be just at a 
future time as well as just now. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question || 


is, Shall the bill be engrossed, and read a third 
time? 

.Mr. HARLAN. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed until to-mor- 
row. The committee that have had this bill un- 


| tion upon them. 
| Senate, to compel this company to furnish gas at 
limiting the price of gas to be furrished by this || 


$2 80. 
an increase of price of $1 15 per thousand feet. | 
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der consideration doubtless are quite familiar with 
all the facts connected with it, but it is manifest 
that a majority of the Senators present are not; 
and itis not unreasonable, | think, that it should 


go over a few days until we can become some- 


what acquainted with the facts. I believe this 
company has a monopoly of this whole business 
in the city of Washington, and if so, we ought 
to be a little careful in our legislation. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator is mistaken; that 


is not so. Another company has been chartered, | 


and has the privilege at any time of laying down 
pipes and supplying gas. 

Mr. HARLAN. But practically at this time 
this company furnishes all the gids consumed in 
Washington. 

Mr. DIXON. They do so‘at this time. 

Mr. GRIMES. 


feited its charter. 


Mr. HARLAN. My colleague remarks that | 


| the other company has forfeited its charter, so 


that this company has a monopoly of the whole 


|| business. The legislation on the subject, there- 
fore, I think, ought to be prudent and careful. I | 
think itis probable that the price of gas ought to | 


be increased, but we ought to be well informed 


on the subject before legislation is had. I hope, | 


therefore, that the bill may go over for a few 


| days. 


Mr. DIXON. I merely wish to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the fact that here is an ex- 
isting law compelling this company to furnish gas 
ata price at which they cannot afford to do it. 
When that factis considered, it seems to me that 
is areason why the subject should not be de- 
layed. They merely ask a repeal of the restric- 
Is it just or right, | ask the 


arate at which we all know they cannot afford 
to do it? 


Mr. HENDERSON. As a member of the 


Committee on the District of Columbia, when | 


this proposition was laid before it, I took some 
pains to ascertain what charge the proposed bill 
would make. [did not know that the bill would 
be called up this morning. The bill under con- 
sideration proposes to allow this company to 


charge the average price of gas in Annapolis, | 


Trenton, Albany, and Harrisburg. When the 
bill was first presented | was unable to ascertain 
the price of gas in Trenton and Albany. I have 
since that time ascertained it. I knew the price 
of gas in the other two cities. I find that in An- 
napolis it is $4 50 per thousand feet; at Trenton, 
$4; at Albany, $3 80; andat Harrisburg, $3 50. 
‘The average price, therefore, if we pass this bill, 
would be $3 95 per thousand feet in the city of 
Washington. We now allow the gas company 
Hence the passage of the bill will involve 


That is just exactly the bill that is now before 
the Senate. 

I have before me a statement of the price of 
gas in the various cities of the Union. It varies 
very much, Ina great many places the price is 


| higher than the proposed price here, and in a) 


great many others itis a great deal lower. For 
instance, at Augusta, Maine, it is $5 15; at Port- 


land, $3 61; at Manchester, New Hampshire, $4; | 


at Portsmouth, $4 46; at Boston, Massachusetts, 
$2 75; at Providence, Rhode Island, $4; at New- 
port, $4 30; at Hartford, Connecticut, $3 80; at 
Burlington, Vermont, $6 50; at Buffulo, New 
York, $3 50; at Syracuse, $4; at Troy, $3 80; at 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, $1 60; at Wilmington, 
Delaware, $3 30; at Baltimore, $3, &c. 

The Senate will see at once what change this 
bill will make if it should be passed. It will 
be an increase of $1 15 per thousand feet. I am 
satisfied that if the prices | have read be but a 
fair remuneration for furnishing gas in the other 
cities of the Union, the price ought to be increased 
here. I do not know whether that remunera- 
tion is but a fair remuneration or not. That is 
for the Senate to judge. Certainly the price of 
gas is as high as we propose to make it here in a 
great many cities of the Union where coal and 
labor can be furnished much more cheaply than 
they can bein Washington. At other points, again, 
itseemsto me it islower where it should be really 
higherthan here. Itis for the Senate to determ- 
ine the matter. [ do not know much about this 


subject, but before [ consented to the reporting of 


this bill I felt it to be my duty to look into the 








matter, so that Senators might be apprised of the 


The other company has for- | 


ee 
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December 20, 


true state of the facts. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
ison the motion of the Senator from lowa { Mr, 
Haran] to postpone the bill until to-morrow, 

The motion was agreed to. 


VICE ADMIRAL. 


Mr. GRIMES. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 358) to establish the grade of vice 
admiral in the United States Navy, to report the 
same back without amendment and recommend 
its passage; and I move that the Senate proceed, 
by unanimous consent, to the consideration of the 
bill now. 

There being no objection, the Senate,-as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to authorize the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, to appoint one vice admi- 
ral who is to be selected from the list of active 
rear admirals, and who is to be the ranking offi- 
cer in the Navy of the United States, and whose 
relative rank with the officers of the Army is to 
be that of lieutenant general in the Army. 

The second section provides that the pay of the 
vice admiral of the Navy shall be $7,000 when 
at sea; $6,000 when on shore duty; and $5,000 
when waiting orders. 

The third section provides that the section of 
an act approved December 21, 1861, entitled ‘An 
act further to promote the efficiency of the Navy,” 
shall not be so construed as to apply to any one 
holding a commission as a vice admiral in the 
Navy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FOSTER asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
365) in relation to pensions; which was read 
twice by its title, referred to the Committee on 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
(S. No. 364) to increase the number of cadets in 
and to raise the standard of admission to’ the 
Military Academy; which was read twice by its 
title, referred to the Committee on Military Af: 
fairs and the Militia, and ordered to be printed. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


Mr. HARLAN. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia be instructed to inguire into the expediency and pro- 
priety of requiringall residents of the District of Columbia 
to take and file with the provost marshal of said District 
an oath of allegiance or fidelity to the United States simi- 


| lar tothe oath required by law of members and Senators 


in Congress and other officers of the Government, and also 
the expediency and propriety of prohibiting all persons 
from doing business in said District or with the several 
Departnents of the Government who have not or may not 
take and file such oath; and that said committee have 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I am not one of those 
who believe that the increase of oaths by citizens 
promotes either individual or public virtue, and 
I object to the consideratiun of the resolution at 
this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 
being made, it will lie over under the rule. 


LAND SALES IN KANSAS. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be instructed 
to communicate to the Senate as to the quantity of land 
which has been actually sold under the provisions of the 
fourth and fifth articles of the treaty made by the United 
States with the Sac and Fox Indians of the Mississippi, 
October 1, A. D. 1859, and ratified July 9, A. D. 1860; the 
price per aere at which said lands were sold; what oppor- 
tunity the people of Kansas have had to compete in the 
purchase of the same; whether any bids are now on file in 
the Interior Department for the purchase of any portions of 
said lands; if so, then for whatamountof land, and whether 
at a price above or below the appraised value of said lands ; 
if any of said lands have been sold, what was received for 
them, money or scrip; if scrip, then what kind of scrip; if 
any bids for the purchase of any of said jands are now be- 
fore the Department, what is it proposed by the Department 
to receive in pay for lands on said bids, money or scrip; if 
scrip, then what kind of scrip; was the land already sold 
purchased by citizens of Kansas or speculators; and also 
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to communicate to the Senate any and all other information 
the said Secretary of the Interior may have as to the sale 


of said lands, aud the probability of selling the same so as | 


to pay theretrom the indebtedness of the said Indians. 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR. 
Mr. WILKINSON. 


olution: 


I offer the following res- 


Whereas the large number of officers and enlisted men 


belonging to the armies of the United States who are now 
held as prisoners of war by our enemies are being treated 
in the most cruel aud barbarous manner, deprived of neces- 


sary food and clothing, often left exposed to the weather | 
without fuel, blankets, or clothing, or even a shelter over | 
them; and whereas from such intiuman treatment thon- | 
sands of our brave soldiers have died from starvation and | 


unnecessary exposure, while thousands who survive are 
from their extreme sufferings wholly unable to render fur- 
ther service in the Army; and whereas every possible ef 

fort has been made by the Government and people of the 
United States to induce the rebel authorities to pursue a 
more humane policy toward these prisoners and to relieve 
their sufferings, which efforts have been of no avail, while 
on the other band supplies of fved and clothing which have 
been forwarded to them have seldom reached their desti- 
nation but have been appropriated to the use of the enemy, 


thus proving that the rebel authorities not only refused to | 


feed and clothe our soldiers themselves, but they refuse to 
let the Government or the people of the United States do 
so: Therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of Congress it would be 
wise and proper tor the Secretary of War to direct thatthe 
rations, clothing, and supplies to be furnished to the rebel 
prisoners in our hands be limited in amount and kind 


to those furnished by the rebel authorities to Union troops | 


held by them as prisoners of war, and that they be treated 
in all respects as the Union prisoners are treated by the 
rebel authorities. 

[ should like to have the resolution put upon 
its passage this morning. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection be- 
ing made, it must lie over. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I wish to say a word or 
two in regard to the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can only 
be done by unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I waive the objection. 

Mr. WILKINSON. It is well understood 
throughout the country, and has been for nearly 
two years, that the Union soldiers, officers and 
enlisted men, have been treated in the most bar- 
barous and inhuman manner by the rebel author- 
ities. The Government of the United States, on 
the other hand, have not retaliated, but have en- 
deavored to get through supplies and medicines, 
and the Sanitary Commission and the Christian 
Commission have been at work and have endeav- 
ored to alleviate or relieve the sufferings of our 
soldiers who are prisonersinthe South. Through 
the negotiations of the Government every effort 
has been made to induce the rebel authorities to 


pursue a different policy in regard to the treat- | 


ment of our soldiers, until it has become appa- 
rent to my mind that their principal object is to 
reduce these men by suffering, by starvation, by 
inhuman and barbarous treatment, to so low a 
physical condition that it will be utterly impos- 
sible for them hereafter ever to enter into the ser- 
vice of the United States in the Army, while on 
the other hand the Government of the United 





States have been pursuing the course which all | 


enlightened Christian nations pursue in the treat- 
ment of captives which are held by them as pris- 
oners of war. 

The other night I met the assistant adjutant 
general upon the staff of the brave and gallant 
General Custer, who was taken prisoner in Sep- 
tember last, and was taken to Columbia, South 
Carolina, on the 7th day of October, 1864, and he 
told me that fifteen hundred officers were placed 
upon an aren of five acres of ground one third of 
which was swamp, without any shelter; that his 
coat, boots, blanket, and everything of that kind 
were taken from him, and they were placed in this 


stockade without axes, without shovels, even | 


without anything to cook their rations or to pro- 
vide them the least shelter. ' For two weeks 
they could not obtain an ax even to cut wood 


with which to cook their rations, and after that |) 


time six axes and some few shovels were distrib- 
uted among those fifteen hundred officers, which 
enabled them, by combining their efforts, to geta 
little wood to cook their food, and by the use of the 
shovels to dig some holes in the dirt where they 
could lie in the night and be somewhat protected 
from the October frost. He also stated that in the 
months of July and August the deaths at Anderson- 
ville, for he was afterwards at Andersonville, from 
starvation and suffering were eight thousand out 
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| city of Charleston to be exchanged in company |} 


| finished business of yesterday, Senate joint reso- 





| would not jusufy it upon the ground of retaliation || tried and punished. 








| aside informally. 


GLOBE. fe 











| adopt. I ask the Senate to take up my resolution 
and act upon it now, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands objection to be made. 

Mr. JOHINSON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection is 
still made, 

Mr. WILKINSON afterwards moved that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, and the objection to 
the consideration of the resolution being with- 
drawn, the motion to refer was agreed to. 

ARRESTS IN KENTUCKY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The special 
order of the day, being the unfinished business of 

| yesterday, will now be taken up. 
Mr. POWELL. I move to postpone all pend- 
ing and prior orders for the purpose of proceeding 
City of New York, he came in company with | to the consideration of the resolution | offered yes- 
Captain E. M. Lee, of the fifth Michigan cav- | terday calling for information as to the arrest and 
alry. ‘The rebel steamer Celt came down the har- || imprisonmentof Lieutenant Governor Jacobs and 
bor, and while they were transferring the Union || Colonel Wolford of Kentucky, 

risoners to the Union boat, the City of New Mr. WILSON. I hope that will not be done. 
Vork, there were eleven dead men: they were The question being put, a division was called 
either dead before they were carried over the plank for. 
from one boat to another, or they died immedi- Mr. POWELL asked for the yeas and nays, 
ately after being laid upon the deck of the City of and they were ordered. F 
New York. A newspaper in the city of Colum- Mr. CONNESS. What is the resolution? Let 
bia, South Carolina, published an article aboutthe || it be read. 
time of the exchange of those prisoners, wherein The Secretary read the resolution submitted 
it boasted that the Union prisoners held by them || yesterday by Mr. Powe t, as follows: 
which were sent North and exchanged would Resolved, That the President be requested to eommuni- 
never render any more service for the cause of the || cate to the Senate all information in his possession hearing 
Union and the cause of their country; apd it also || 2th arrest and imprisonment of Colonel Richard T Ja 
stated that the prisoners which were held by the || Colonel Frank Wolford, one of the presidential electors of 
United States and exchanged for those prisoners || that State; particularly by whose order they were arrested 
who had been physically destroyed, were in good }| and imprisoned, where they are at present confined, and 
condition to enter the rebel service at once. what offenses are charged against them, 

| know that southern people have sometimes Mr. POWELL. I desire to say only a word. 
made misrepresentations respecting our treatment || I had not supposed that such a resolution as this 
of prisoners from their armies, and hence, in ad- |) would meet with opposition in the Senate of the 


of thirty-five thousand prisoners, andthe number 
of deaths which have occurred at Andersonville, 
through the inhumanity, the barbarism of the | 
rebel authorities, is thirteen thousand four hun- | 
dred and cighty. When he was brought to the | 


with Captain E. M. Lee, of the fifth Michigan | 
cavalry | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheSenator 
will pause; it becomes the duty of the Chair to | 
call up the special order of the day, being the un- | 





lution No. 82. 


Mr. WILSON. Letthat be passed over inform- 
ally. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It may be laid 
Mr. WILKINSON. When he came to Charles- 


ton to be transterred to the receiving ship, the 








dition to the testimony of the editor of a South 
Carolina paper, to which [ have just referred, it 
may be proper that I should quote a few lines 
from a work now before me which furnishes the 
testimony of a well-known philanthropic lady: 


* Point Lookout was still another post which had been | 


subjected to the rebel statement that the prisoners there 
suffered from cruelty and neglect. Miss Dix, who visited 
those very prisoners, sufficiently disposes of the slander. 
She says: 


in abundant measure—the full Government ration.’ 

“In the camp of about nine thousand rebel prisoners 
there were but tour hundred reported to the surgeon. Of 
these one hundred were confined to their beds, thirty were 


very sick, and perhaps fifteen or twenty would never re- | 


cover, 


* They were supplied with vegetables, with the | 
best wheat bread, and fresh and salt meat three times daily | 





“¢ The hospital food consisted of beef tea, beef soup, rice, 


milk punch, milk, gruel, lemonade, stewed fruits, beef- || 


United States. It simply proposes an inquiry 
concerning the arrest and imprisonment of ,two 
citizens of the United States, both of them well 
known to be’strong Union men. Both of them 


| have served inthe Army of the United States with 


distinguished honor. ‘Both of them have been 
more than once wounded in conflict at the front. 
They were both soldiers of distinguished ability. 
They were active friends of General McClellan at 
the last presidentialelection, Both canvassed the 
State of Kentucky to a considerable extent, Soon 
after the election, without any cause known to 
their friends, they werearrested, and without any 
trial, placed in prison. Colonel Wolford, 1 un- 


| derstand, is closely confined at Covington, Ken- 


tucky. Itis not known where Lieutenant Gov- 





steak, vegetables, and mutton. White sugar wasemployed || ernor Jacobs is. He seems to have been spirited 
in cooking. The supplies were, in fact, more ample and || awayin some manner orother. I sawthree days 
et than in hospitals where our own men were under |! sea telegraphic dispatch to one of my colleagues, 
“Phe surgeons of the various hospitals, in several in- || from the Governor of Kentucky, which said that 
stances, alluded to the excellent condition of the prisoners || Colonel Wolford was confined at Covington, and 
when discharged and exchanged; and in the statement of |! thatitwas not known where Lieutenant Governor 
Miss Dix will be found a brief description of their appear- Jacobs was. 
ance when leaving the flag of-truce boat for their own |} enna. ° . F 
lines: * All were in vigorous health, equipped in clothes || ‘This resolution simply asks the President by 
furnished by the United States Government, many of them || What authority they were arrested, and where 
with blankets and haversacks !?”’ | they are. It strikes me that such a gross viola- 
Now, Mr. President, this thing has gone too || tion of all the rights of the citizen should not be 
far. It may notbe right for us tostarve their men || passed idly by in this body. I can see no possi- 
because they starve ours, for retaliation merely. || ble objection to the passage of the resolution, If 
I think the laws of war would justify a course of || these gentlemen have committed any crime, if 
retaliation on the part of our Government; still, } they have been guilty of the violation of any law, 
perhaps the higher law of Christian civilization || let them be brought before the legal ‘aiicenta and 
But that citizens, ciwilians, 
alone; but while we are exchanging these prison- || for they are now both out of the Army, one of 
ers and turning over ten thousand healthy mento | them holding the second office in the gift of the 
enter their armies at once to fightagainst the cause || people of Kentucky, should be arrested without 
of this Union, they are sending back in their || warrant and without charge, and thrown into 
places ten thousand men physically destroyed, ten || prison, in my judgment is the grossest violation 
thousand men who can render no service to the || of the rights of an American citizen; and we, at 
Union and to the cause of the country. There- || least, should pass a resolution asking the cause of 
fore, in a double sense, the Government of the || the arrest, and the charges upon which it was 
United States should teach these men that this || made,and by whom it wasdone. We know that 
thing can go on no longer. For the purpose of | they were arrested by the military authorities 
preventing them from gaining an advantage over || there, but for what they were arrested we are 
us in the field, and giving them the power of | profoundly ignorant. 
strengthening their armies, while ours are not || I trust, sir, that Senators in favor of the Admin- 
strengthened at all, and also for the purpose of | istration will not longer think that they can pro- 
protecting, as far as we are able to do, the brave |} mote the interest of their party and their country 
men who have been fighting for the cause of their || by allowing the rights of citizens thus to be tram- 
country, | think that this course ought to be || pled down, There is no man who can truthfully 
adopted, and that there should be no delay in re- || say that either Colonel Wolford or Lieutenant 
gard to the policy which this Government should |; Governor Jacobs 1s not loyal to the Constitution 
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and the Union of these States. No man can say 
that either of them is friendly to the rebellion. 
They have both, publicly and privately, on all 
occasions denounced the rebellion, and they have 
by the most gallant achievements in the field 
shown that they are devoted to the flag and to the 
Union. Thatsuch menas 
and imprisoned without warrant and without trial 
is a disgrace tothe American people. ‘That Licu- 
tenant Governor Jacobs should be thus arrested 
and taken away and imprisoned, so that none of 
his friends in the State know where he 1s, is cer- 
tainly disgraceful to those who have thus treated 
him. We desire to know by whose authority 
these gentlemen were arrested; we desire to know 
the offenses Jaid to their charge; and we desire 
further, and | know that these two noble and gal- 
lant soldiers desire, if they have committed any 
offense, to be brought face to face with their ac- 
cusers and to be allowed to answer the charges 
against them. 
is that before they shall be deprived of their liberty 
they shall know the cause, and that they shall 
be brought before some legally-constituted tribu- 
nal and there tried in the manner prescribed by 
the Constitution and laws of theircountry. There 
is no man in America, | trust, who desires that 
these citizens shall languish in prison if they are 


; 


' 
these should be seized 


All that their friends ask for them | 


innocent; and on the other hand, if they have vio- | 
lated any law of the land, there is none who de- | 


sires them to be free from that punishment which 
the law inflicts, provided it be inflicted in a law- 
ful manner. 


lam amazed thai the Senator from Massachu- | 


setts [Mr. Witson] objects to the taking up of 
this resolution, ‘There is certainly nothing in it 
to which a man who loves civil liberty should ob- 
ject. Why is it that you desire that citizens of 


their position and standing, who have shed their | 


blood on many battle-fields in this strife under 
the Union flag, should be deprived of their Jib- 


erty and their rights, and one of them taken | 


whither his friends know not? Why do you 
desire that the President, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Army, should not answer such a resolution 
as this, and say to the Senate where they are and 
for what they have been arrested ? 

I say again that I am amazed that the Senator 
from Massachusetts, or any other Senator, should 
object to the passage of this resolution. I hope 
itmay be passed, as it certainly oughtto be. ‘The 
Senate owes it to itself to pass the resolution, and 
let the President answer and give us the informa- 
tion if he has it. It may be, and I believe the 
fact is, that some of the subordinates of the Pres- 
ident have done this thing, perhaps without his 
knowledge or connivance. If so, let the matter 
be investigated, and let those guilty violators 
of the law be punished, for whoever arrested 
these gentlemen and treated them in this way 
is certainly a guilly vielator of the laws of the 
land, 

It was not my purpose to say a word on this 
subject, and I should not have said Anything now 
if ithad not been for the indication which was 
manifested to give the resoluuon the go-by, and 
not allow it to be passe d. 

Mr. WILSON. I assure the Senator from 
Kentucky that | have no objection to aeting on 
his resoluuion, other than this: we have now pend- 
ing before us what | regard as a very important 
bill, to make free the wives and children of the 
soldiers of the Republic; and L do not wish to 
displace that bill, which is the order of the day, 
by taking up this resolution, which may as well 
be taken up at any other time. That is the rea- 
son why | made the objection. Now, however, 
as the Senator has made his motion, and it is be- 
fore us, lam ready and willing to take the vote 
on the resolution; but | propose first to amend it 
by inserting after the word * Senate”’ the words, 
‘if in his judgment not incompatible with the 
public interest.’’ 1 have no doubt that the Pres- 
ident will be disposed to regard the request of the 
Senate; but it may be that the public interest may 
require thatall the facts should not go to the coun- 
try. If the resolution be taken up and amended 


in this way, 1 shall have no objection to its pas- | 


sage. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 


is on postponing the prior orders and proceeding 
to the consideration of the resolution indicated by 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. WILSON. 
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the order of the day be passed over informally to 
take action on the resolution. 

Mr. POWELL. lam willing to do that; Ido 
not wish to dj piace the order of the day; and I 
withdraw the call for the yeas and nays, if lam 
at liberty to do so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas and 
nays were ordered by the Senate; the order may be 
withdrawn by unanimous consent. [‘* Agreed !’’] 
The call is withdrawn. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky. 


Mr. HOWARD. 


more than a moment; but I must confess that I 


see no necessity for the passage of the resolution | 
| of the honorable Senator from Kentucky. What | 


would he have us d6? Does he propose to con- 
vert the Senate into a sort of inquisition to use its 


power in the enforcement of inquiries into mat- || 


ters which pertain, | may say exclusively, to the 
Executive? Does he intend to use the power of 
this body to make inquiry into the nature of crim- 
inal prosecutions that have been instituted or that 
may hereafter be instituted against persons of- 
| fending against the military laws of the United 


States, or against persons who are in league with | 


| the enemy, against spies or any other class of 
public enemies? 

It seems to me that the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky may very properly take it for granted 
that there must be some prima facie evidence of 
criminality against these gentlemen whose names 
appear in his resolution. He can, I think, with- 
out any extraordinary stretch of his charity, 
believe that the military authorities who have 
occasioned these arrests have proceeded upon 
reasonable and sufficient grounds. He cannot pre- 
sume, as it appears to me, although he seems so 
to presume, thatthese arrests are entirely without 

| cause, flagrant and wanton. And, sir, I object 


|| to the taking up of such a resolution as this, for 


the very reason that it is expending the time of 
the Senate upon a subject-matter in which we can 
do nothing, and in reference to which I do not 
understand that the Senator from Kentucky has 
offered any bill, or is preparing to bring in any 
measure of legislation to remedy the evil of which 
he complains. I move, Mr. President, if it be in 
| order, to lay the whole subject on the table. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosterin 
the chair.) The Chair would suggest that there 
/ is nothing now to lay on the table, the motion 


being to take up the resolution. The resolution | 


itself is not yet before the Senate. 
Mr. HOWARD. Very well, sir. 
Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, a gentleman 
| who comes here accredited from the State of Ken- 


tucky as the representative of that State, rises in | 


his place and says that two eminent men of that 
State have been arrested, he knows not by whom, 
he knows not for what purpose they were arrest- 
cd,and he knows not whither they have been 


aken; and as a representative of that State he | 


asks the Senate of the United States to institute 
an inquiry that it may be learned by the people 
of that State what disposition has been made of 
them. Now I say, sir, that it is the right and the 
duty of this Senate to give to the Senator from 
Kentucky the answer that he demands. Weare 
not going to institute judicial proceedings, as the 
Senator from Michigan seems to indicate; we are 
not going to pursue any illegitimate or improper 
inquiry. ‘The Senator from Kentucky represent- 
ing his State says that two men in that State have 
been arrested, and he knows not for what they 
have been arrested. He says that they have been 
spirited away, and he knows not whither they 
have been carried. Is it not our duty to make 
some inquiry in regard to a question of that kind? 


_ Are we going to be entirely indifferent to the lib- | 


erties of the people of this country? [am not 
sent here, Mr. President, for the purpose of sit- 
ting with my arms folded in silence and in quiet, 
and giving no vote in favor of an inquiry of this 


kind. I have nodoubt that when the inquiry shall | 
be pursued properly there will be a perfect vin- 


dication of the officers of the Government; l have 
no sort of question that these men were properly 
|, arrested, and after the statements that have been 
made here by the Senator from Kentucky, | am 


| order that they may be thoroughly vindicated, 


| and | am satisfied that the inquiry will vindicate 


If there be no objection, let | them; but if it be otherwise, if these men have 


I] do not wish to occupy the 
time of the Senate on the motion now before it | 


anxious that his resolution shall be adopted in | 


December 20, 


been improperly arrested, then it is the duty of 
the Senate to say so, and to put its seal of repro. 
bation upon those who have thus improperly ar. 
rested them. 

Mr. President, I trust that this Senate is no; 
going to sit quietly by and, when charges are made 
here by a Senator representing a State, of arbj. 
trary conduct on the part of any of the officers of 
this Government, refuse to make any inquiry be- 
cause it is claimed that to do so would be a pro. 
ceeding of a quasi judicial character. [tis one of 
the prerogatives of this bedy to protect the liber. 
ties of the people of the States and the rights and 
interests of the States themselves. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, I am well ac- 
quainted with both of the gentlemen who haye 
been arrested: they are both strictly and eminently 
| loyal to the country and to the Government; they 
both have commanded regiments in the service of 
'| the United States in the war to put down this re- 
bellion, and Colonel Wolford served out the term 
of three years. In the course of his service he 
has been in upward of three hundred battles and 
skirmishes; he has received six wounds. He 
has by his command, the first Kentucky regi- 
ment of cavalry, captured more prisoners than 
any other command of the same strength in the 
|| war. He has rendered more service, and success- 

ful service, in enlisting soldiers in the Union Army 
than any man in the State of Kentucky, or, | be- 
|| lieve, in the United States. There is no man more 
| firm or unyielding in his support of the wat, or in 
his opposition to and determination to put down 
this rebellion, than Colonel Wolford. Lam ata 
loss myself to know where he is. I met witha 
gentleman who was with him in the car between 
Lexington and Covington, after his arrest, and 
when he was taken on in the custody of soldiers. 
He was not allowed to communicate with coun- 
sel; he was not allowed to communicate with a 
friend; he was not allowed to interchange a soli- 
| tary word with any individual upon the car, | 
have been informed since that he is in utter igno- 
rance of the cause of his last arrest, and that there 
have been no charges or complaints of offense or 
crime made or filed against him to justify thatar- 
rest. When he was arrested, he had been clected 
an elector for the State of Kentucky, for the State 
at large, in the presidential election. He was 
arrested without charge, without offense, much 
less without warrant or process, dragged forcibly 
| from his residence, deprived of the opportunity of 
performing his legal office as an elector of the State 
of Kentucky, in casting the vote of that State; car- 
ried into imprisonment, where he is now secretly 
held, and no man, as far as I can learn, has been 
informed of any charge of any offense against the 
laws or against military rale or military orders 
that he has committed. 

Now, sir, in relation to Colonel Jacobs: he 
raised a regiment of mounted men and served 
twelve months in the war. Both of them have 
served out their time and have received honor- 
able discharges. Colonel Jacobs was in many 
battles; he was wounded two or three times; his 
blood flowed in this cause to support the author- 
ity of the Government of the United States. In 
addition to holding the office of colonel and dis- 
charging its duties with signal courage and abil- 
ity on the battle-field, he also held the civil office 
|, of Lieutenant Governor of that State, and as such 
| he presides over the Senate of the State of Ken- 
tucky. That Legislature is to convene on the first 
Wednesday in January. As my colleague has 
well remarked, this man was arrested under the 
same circumstances that Colonel Wolford was. 
He was dragged from his residence, he was de- 
nied all communication with friends or counsel 
or countrymen, and has been spirited away, and 
now is, nobody in Kentucky knows where. 

That men of the character of these two gentle- 
men, holding their official positions, faithful and 
true to the Government and to the war, and who 
|, bave rendered such signal and eminent service in 
the war, should be arrested under such cireum- 
stances, is one of the strangest among the strange 
features of this strange day; and, sir, when their 
case is brought before the Senate of the United 
States by resolution, in the terms offered by my 
colleague, simply asking of the Executive for in- 
formation in relation to their arrest, by whose 
authority it was made, the charges or offenses that 
they had committed, their whereabouts at this 
time, that the Senate should pause an instant in 
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passing a resolution asking for such information, 
is stranger than the arrest and the imprisonment | 
themselves. Sir,ifanytwo negroesinAmericawere | 
arrested under the same circumstances and in the 
same manner, and were held in secret confinement 
as these two eminent men and patriots have been 
and still are, this Senate, a majority of its mem- 
bers, at least, would be glowing with the most 
virtuous indignation at the enormity of such acts, 
and would denounce, as they ought to denounce, 
any attempt to suppress all information in relation 
to the fact of arrest, the cause of arrest, and the 
place where the persons arrested were still held in | 
imprisonment. 

Sir, I trust that the resolution will pass. In our 
party zeal,in our efforts to sustain or to oppose this 


right, and of the liberty of the citizen? Are we 
to becomedemented by passion, or prejudice, or | 
fury? Sir, a case could not be presented on the 
part of any individual, however humble, whether 
black or white, imprisoned under such circum- 
stances, asking information in the terms of this 
resolution, that I would not feel it my especial 
and sacred duty to vote for. In asking for the 
passage of this resolution, we are not asserting 
the liberty of these two citizens alone, nor that 
of the white man alone, but we are attempting to 
uphold and to assert the universal liberty of the 
people of the United States. It would be mon- | 
strous, one of the strangest and most iniquitous | 
exhibitions that the world has ever presented, if | 
men arrested as these have been are still to be held 
in imprisonment, and no information, no light 
whatever, be thrown upon their arrest, its cause, 
or the place of their imprisonment. I hope that 
the resolution will pass. 
Mr. HOWE. Mr. President, I beg leave to | 
say that for one I do not believe the universal lib- 
erty of the citizens of the United States depends 
at all upon a resolution of the Senate, and there- 
fore I do not believe with the Senator from lowa 
[Mr. Grimes] that itis any part of our duty as 
a Senate to vindicate the liberty of the citizens of 
the United States. I understand that the liber- | 
ties of the citizens of the United States are al- 
ready provided for and guarantied by the Con- | 
stitution of the United States and the laws which | 
have been passed in accordance with that Const- | 
tution, and I believe that those liberties are en- | 
tirely secure under those guarantees, and there- 
fore | do not think that the passage or the defeat 
of this resolution will add anything to or abstract 
anything from the measure of the liberty we en- 
joy. Nevertheless I entirely concur in the advice 
that is given by the Senator from lowa, and by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, that this resolu- 
tion had better be passed since we are invited to 
pass it—not because any citizen of Kentucky will 
be safer after it is passed, or any citizen of any 
other State, but because it is said that certain 
citizens of the United States have been arrested | 
and certain friends of theirs would like to know, 
they tell us, why they have been arrested, and if 
the resolution be amended as suggested by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, and the President | 
of the United States, supposing he has any in- 
formation upon the point, is notified that he isto 
consult the public interests before giving that in- 
formation, | am entirely willing that he should 
be called upon to inform the friends of these gen- 
tlemen what is the occasion of their arrest. 
It is said that that arrest is contrary to law. | 
If it be so, what resolution of the Senate will 
make the arrest any more illegal? I do under- 
stand that the President of the United States, and 
every officer commanding in any department of | 
the service, civil or military or naval, is bound 
by the laws of the United States; that he is a 
mere agent of the people acting within the sphere 
prescribed to him by existing law, and when he 
steps outside of those limits he is without any 
protection in whatever he does, just as much as 
if any one of ourselves, or any private citizen, | 
did an act which transcended the laws of the land. 
But it is not for us to vindicate or enforce those 
Jaws. It is for us, in conjunction with other 
tribunals, to enact them. When they are once 
enacted, it is for very different and distinct tri- 
bunals to enforce and to apply them; and if we 
undertake to do these things, if we undertake to 
vindicate instead of declare, to protect by specific | 
action the liberties of the citizen instead of de- 
claring what shall be the liberties and the rights | 
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of the citizen, we are usurpers as plainly and 
as clearly as it is said that those who have made | 
these arrests are usurpers. If, therefore, it were 
conceded that these arrests were illegal, | really 
think it would not become the Senate of the United 


'| States to call upon the parties making the arrests 
Db 


to state why they had done it, or state the fact of 
their having done it, for thus we should make 


|| them criminate themselves if we had the power 


| to enforce obedience to our resolution, and | do 


not understand that our laws require any man to 


| criminate himself, either upon a resolution of the 


Senate or upon an order of a court. 
But, because | do not believe this resolution if 


| passed will call for any confession of guilt what- 
' ever, and because I am entirely willing that the 
Administration, are we to lose all sense of human || 


friends of these gentlemen should be told the 


| cause of their arrest, I think, as has been said by 


other Senators, we had better let the resolution | 
I believe myself it would have been vastly 


pass, 
better if the country had been told specifically in 
the case of every arrest what the cause of it was. 


I do not assert that positively, because I do not | 


know that it would not have resulted in laying 
before the country the story of so much conspir- 
acy, the story of so much plotting, the story of 
so much of the most cowardly kind of treason 
that the world has ever witnessed, as would have 
done more to appall the country than all the open 
and declared treason, all the avowed and armed 
treason which we have been called upon to wit- 


ness. ‘There would have been just that mischief. | 
That it would have laid before the country a vast 


amount of rottenness I do not doubt, from the 
little | know myself; but whether it was better 
to expose the whole or to keep part of it back, | 
shall not undertake to say; but believing in the 
sobriety, the wisdom, the integrity, and the purity 


| of the American people as | do, and as all men 


ought to do after witnessing their action during 
the last summer, I am inclined to think that it 


| would have been better to tell the whole story and 


let them see the truth for themselves, I think 
they would have known how to meet it and deal 
with it. We have not doné this heretofore. My 
own private opinion is that we had better begin 
to do itnow. So-1 think it is better to pass this 
resolution. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
the wish that this resolution may be passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will suggest that the resolution has not yet been 
taken up. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Well, that it may be 
taken up and passed, | desire simply to make a 
remark. Either these two gentlemen have been 
properly or improperly arrested, as was very ap- 
propriately stated by thé Senator from Iowa. If 
they have been arrested for cause, | apprehend 
that the President will be perfectly able to send 
the reasons to the Senate; and in doing that he will 


be able to satisfy the members of this body who 
are now dissatisfied, and in all probability a large | 
number who are dissatisfied in the country in con- | 
sequence of arrests for which no reasons are given, | 
‘Then, Mr. President, there can be no harm pro- | 


vided the arrests have been made for cause; but 


suppose, on the other hand, that these arrests have | 


been made without any cause. I apprehend that 


| the Senate has some right to speak; and ifitshould | 
so turn out, as | have no idea it will turn out, be- | 


cause | do not believe these arrests have been made 
without sufficient cause, let us remember that the 
very same rule may be applied toany one of us to- 
morrow. If these gentlemen have been arrested 
without cause may notl be arrested, may notany 


member of this body be arrested and thrown into | 


prison and there kept during the residue of this 
war? Why not? 

I say the Senate has a perfect right to speak; 
and why should we not do so? How can it in- 


| jure the Union cause to pass a resolution of this 


character? IL apprehend thatit will give pleasure 
to the President to assure the Senate that he has 
made these arrests for some cause and for some 
sufficient reason, if they have been made in con- 
sequence of orders from him. | live ina country 
where arrests are very frequently made,and where 
they are properly made, and where, unless they 
were made, every Union man in the State, in all 
probability, would be in danger of losing his life. 
1 am not, therefore, so easily touched about ar- 


rests; | know the necessity for them; but I be- || 
lieve that in my own State thousands and thou- | 


° | 
fLiise merely to express || 


75 


sands of arrests have been made during this war 
that have done the Union cause an injury, and 
have done no good whatever. I am satisfied of 
it. Men are taken and thrown into prison, kept 
there perhaps for two or three weeks, and their 
friends and relatives create a very great disturb- 
ance in their respective neighborhoods, allege the 
fact that they have been Union men all the time, 
and that without cause or reason they have been 
thrown into the military bastiles of the country. 
It creates very great sympathy for the party who 
is imprisoned, and it does the Union cause, in the 
long run, no good whatever. ‘They are generally 
kept for a short time and turned loose again, and 
| then they are lionized in the community to a very 
| great extent. 

In my impression, the best way to treat the res- 
olution, now that it is before us, is to pass it, and 
let us ascertain the cause of these arrests. As Il 
have stated, it can do nobody any harm, and it 
may do a great deal of good. 

Mr. President, if there is one thing throughout 
this broad land to-day that is interfering in a 
moral point of view with the prosecution of the 
present war, it isa belief on the part of a great 
many people that unlawful, illegal, and improper 
arrests are being indulged in to too great an ex- 
tent. I do not say that ~ is the case, but we 
know that there is a great feeling pervading the 
country on that subject and in that direction. 
Now, | think thatit is high time, itis the proper 
time, for us to look into it. It certainly cannot 
offend the Presidentto ask him to give his reasons 
forthearrasts. These are notmen taken inarms; 
they are men who have performed distinguished 
service in defense of the country ; they are citizens 
living at home, and one of them is an elector who 
has been chosen by his State to cast her electoral 
vote, and [ presume in all probability he has not 
been able to cast the electoral vote of the State. 

Mr. POWELL. That is so. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I did not vote for Gen- 
eral McClellan, and were it to be done over again 
I should vote as | did before, for Mr. Lincoln; 
| but, sir, Kentucky had a right to vote for George 
B. McClellan if she desired to do so. Now, al- 
|| though every member of this body knows that it 
is not the desire of the Administration to arrest 
any man to prevent his casting his vote for its 
opponents, such charges may be made. [| am 
satisfied that no such feeling actuates the Pres- 
ident, and I further feel almost convinced that the 
President has not ordered these arrests, but they 
have been made by the military authorities with- 
out his knowledge and without his consent. Now, 
sir, would it not be better, under the circum- 
stances, to let the resolution pass, and let us un- 
derstand why these men have been arrested ? 
Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, it was not my 
|| purpose to take up the time of the Senate, and [ 
|| shall now say but a word or two. I desire to 
|| return my thanks to the honorable Senator from 
|| lowa for the speech that he hasmade. ‘The speech 
| 





of that Senator, in my judgment, was certainly 
well-timed, and he spoke as a Senator of the Uni- 
ted States should speak when the constitutional 
and civil liberties of the people are involved. | 
would, sir, that the feelings which animate that 
| Senator animated this whole body; and on the 
| part of my State, and of these two distinguished 
and gallant soldiers who now Janguish in prison, 
| Ll thank him for his speech. 

I was amazed at the position taken by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan and the Senator from Wis- 
| consin, when they indicated that this is a kind of 
judicial proceeding which we are instituting here. 
| have always supposed, sir, that it was within 
the province of the Senate of the United States to 
inquire into the actings and doings of the officers 
of this Government when they are charged with 
| casting down the liberty of the citizen. Ithought 
| that it was one of our prerogatives, and, indeed,a 

duty imperious upon every Senator and every 

tepresentative of the people, to inquire into such 
| transactions. I do not suppose these gentlemen 
were arrested by order of the President of the 
United States; but whether or not | am right in 
that supposition | do not certainly know. ‘They 
were yndoubtedly arrested by the military au- 
thoritiesin Kentucky. Ilhope, and [ believe, that 
the President of the United States gave no spe- 
cial order for their arrest; but about that I may 
be mistaken. Those who made the arrest were 
officers of the Government of the United States; 
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the President is Commander-in-Chief of the armies 
and ia their superior. We ce rtainly have the right, 
; in defense of the liberty of the citizen, to inquire 
of him why men have been wrongfully and un- 
lawfully ds prived of their liberty by his subordi- 
nates. We owe at least that much to the liberty 
of the citizen; we owe it to ourselves as a legisla- 
tive body, because when the President shall state 
the facts, if it shall appear from that statement that 
these officers of the Government hiave transcended 
their authority, and have, without constitutional 
or legal warrant, trampled upon the civil liberty 
of the citizen, it may then be our duty by legisla- 
tion to apply the corrective and to pass laws pun- 
ishing those who thus trample on the dearest 
rights of freemen. 

The Senator from Wisconsin says he is notso 
much in favor of** universal liberty,’’ perhaps, 
as my colleague. | had supposed that that gentle- 
man was very much: in favor of universal liberty. 

Mr. HOWE. ‘The Senator misunderstood me 
if he understood me to make any such remark. 

Mr. POWELL. I stand corrected. 

Mr. HOWE. Universal liberty is a pet of 
mine. 

Mr. POWELL. I was about, however, to re- 
ply to the Senator that perhaps his sentiments 
would be a little goyerned by this consideration: 
if some of his friends were arrested, he might 
change his notions. ‘The Senator from Missouri, 
the Senator from lowa, and others have said that 


they believe that when the facts shall be made | 


known to us by his Excellency the President, 
the military authorities will be vindicated for these 
arrests, Tat may be, but I do not think it will 
be so. I believe that these gentlemen have been 
arrested wrongfully. They were certainly ar- 
rested without warrantas prescribed in the Con- 
stitution and laws of their country, and I know 
them well enough to know thatif they are charged 
with any crime or offense, all they want is to be 


brought before a legally-constituted tribunal and | 


tried. Asa personal and political friend of Lieu- 
tenant Governor Jacobs and Colonel Wolford, I 
court the investigation. They are Christian gen- 
tlemen; they are men of ability; they are men of 
honor; they are brave men, and they have at- 
tested their valor on many a well-fought battle- 
field. Such men cannot be guilty of crime; and 
I will say here for them, as their friend and as 
their representative, that all they ask is to meet 
their accusers fate to face. If they are charged 
with any offense, take them before the consti- 
tuted fribunals of the land, try them, and, if they 
do not make their innocence manifest, punish 
them. Itis the duty of the Government which 
arrests them to do that. If they are innocent, it 
is acrying shame that they should languish in 
prison. One of them we know to be in close con- 
finement; we know not where the other is; he 
was ordered through the lines, and it was said in 
the newspapers that the confederate authorities 
refused to receive him, and he was brought back 
again, and where he is now we do not know. 
He is the second civil officer in the government 
of Kentucky, and he ought to be there to attend 
to his official duties. 

These gentlemen, when they were arrested, 
were both citizens. Though they had been in 
the Army, and had rendered distinguished service, 
they were both out of the military service and 
engaged in civil pursuits. One of them, as I be- 
fore said, was Lieutenant Governor of the State, 
and the other had been but a few days before his 
arrest chosen one of the electors on the McClel- 
lan presidential ticket; but he was thrown into 


prison and not permitted to exercise the functions | 


of the office to which an overwhelming majority 
of the people of Kentucky had elevated him. 
Sir, [| did notexpect that any opposition would 
be made to this resolution in the Senate Cham- 
ber of the United States. [ had supposed that 
here at least there was still left some lingering 


love for the constitutional and civil liberties of | 


the citizen. I had supposed there was still some 
regard felt here for those who, during this rebel- 
lion, had periled their lives in the Union cause 
in a hundred battles. eee knows that 
for more than two years Wolford’s name was 
synonymous with deeds of noble daring. He 
was in the front for all that time, and he has 
fought in more than a hundred battles and skir- 
mishes. Jacobs, too, was in the field, and he 
bears to-day upon his person wounds received 
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1] 
in the gallant charges that he made upon the con- | 


federates. ‘That such men as these are errested | 
without warrant and without charge, so far as 
they or their friends know, and one sent we know 
not where and the other left to languish in close 
confinement, is,in my judgment, a crying sin and 
ashame. Let us pass this resolution and call the 


| matter to the attention of the President; let him 


| participation whatever. The misconduct, where 





| been heretofore, thatof men of honor, of dignity, 


| arrests; and in all cases, as provided for by that 
| act, where the parties were not liable to military 


look into the action of his subordinates, and if 
he finds that true and good men have been wrong- 
fully dealt with, let him set them at liberty, and 
punish the guilty official who deprived them of 
their liberty. If he finds that there is reason to 
suppose them to be guilty of any offense, let him 
hand them over to the legally-constituted tribu- 
nals to be tried, convicted, and punished. But, 
sir, as their friend, I fear not investigation; | 
court it; for | know that whenever Wolford and 
Jacobs are allowed to be tried by any just and 
honorable tribunal they will come out unscathed, 
and their reputation will be hereafter, as it has 


of courage, and of ability. They are really above 
suspicion with all honorable and patriotic men. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I take for 
granted, from the indications we have had, that 
this resolution will be called up and passed; and 
I concur in thinking that it is all-important that 
inquiries of this sort should be made, because in 
point of fact very great injustice has been done in 
the past, and is now being done. I believe, how- 
ever, that in those cases the President has had no 


there was misconduct, has been the act of his offi- 
cers, his subalterns; and, as far as | am advised, 
in the general, whenever the matter has been 
brought before him, he has applied the proper rem- 
edy. 

Congress passed, some two years ago, I think, 
an act which was intended to put an end, in a 
measure, to the principal injustice which was the 
result, and sure to be the result, of these military 





control, the persons charged were to be handed 
over to the civil tribunal, and if an indictment was 
not found within a limited period they were to be 
discharged. I speak knowingly when I say to 
the Senate that that law has been altogether dis- 
regarded in Maryland, and that it has equally 
been disregarded within this District. Men without 
number have been arrested, and have been handed 
over, not to the civil tribunals for trial, but to mili- 
tary commissions, and have been convicted and 
sentenced to the penitentiary, and are now, some 
of them, suffering under those sentences. These 
military gentlemen—I speak not of the President 
of the United States—seem to think that they are 
under no obligation at all to observe the civillaws; 
not only not bound to observe the laws of the 
States where they happen to be located at the 
time, but not bound to observe the laws of Con- 
gress; and they not only assume jurisdiction, 
but I know, if I know anything of law, that they 
have from time to time, and indeed constantly, 
convicted upon evidence that would not be re- 
ceived in any court of civil justice in the country. 

But I rose more especially to state a case 
which will show the Senate the great extent to 
which this usurpation of authority has been ex- 
tended. At the late election in Maryland, when 
the question before the people was whether the | 
constitution framed by the convention who had 
that subject under their consideration should be 
adopted by the people or not, a gentleman of Car- 
oline county, Union from the beginning of this 
civil strife and Union still, offered to vote, and took | 
the oaths prescribed, every one of them, answered 
every question propounded to him, but was re- 
fused, and he sued the judge of election, as he had 
a perfect right to do. The military commander 
in Baltimore, by some persons immediately in the 
neighborhood where the fact occurred, being in- 
formed of it, the gentleman was arrested, having 
committed no offense at all unless (if that be an 
offense) suing the judge for refusing to receive his 
vote, brought to the city of Baltimore, thrown 
into prison, and I believe is there still. He was 
not only thrown into prison and kept in prison, 





| but his friends were not permitted to see him, and 


_ for members of our Legislature resulted in the | 


have not been permitted,as I believe, since to see 
him. 


That is one case. The last election in our State 


| the Senate of Maryland. 





citizens who were called 
here was a majority of two jy 


choice of a majority of 
Democrats, 
One of them, elected 
from one of our counties, said to be a timid may 
was threatened with arrest if he did not resien, 
and he resigned. But that left a majority still, 


|, In the county of Somerset, where a Democrat 


was elected, receiving a majority of between 
three and four thousand votes, he received a very 
polite letter from the general in command, ask- 


| ing him in substance whether he thought it was 


right that he should take his seat in the Senate 
of Maryland, as he had raised a rebel flag jn 


| April, 1861, upon his own premises. He replied 


to it—I have the reply by me—courteously, deny. 
ing the charge, protesting that it was altogether 
false, asking permission to satisfy the major gen- 
eral that it was false, saying that he would come 
up at any moment in order to lay befre him the 
proofs which he said he had to establish the fact 
of its falsehood; and the reply to the request 
was a file of soldiers and his arrest; and he was 
brought to the city of Baltimore, thrown into the 
most loathsome dungeon, which had former! 
been used as a mereslave pen, without bed-cloth- 
ing to lie upon, and the next day, without inves. 
tigation and opportunity for detense, he was sent 
South by order of the major general. 

Mr. POWELL. Will the Senator from Mary- 
land allow me to ask who that major general was? 

Mr.JOHNSON. Major General Wallace. The 
President was informed of it, and at the time he 
was informed of it he was told that the order had 
not been executed. He immediately sent a dis- 
patch requesting that nothing more should be 
done, and the answer to the dispatch was that the 
man had been sentSouth already! Now,whether 
he was guilty of raising the sib flag in 1861 or 
not, I have no personal knowledge; nor have I 
any personal knowledge of the gentleman himself; 
but he is represented to me to be a man of the 
highest possible character, a man of unimpeached 
integrity, and whose word would be taken by 
everybody who knows him. 

I have no doubt that General Wallace has acted 
under the impression that he was discharging a 
duty; representations have been made to him upon 
the faith of which he has acted; but in his desire 
to perform his duty, and to rid Maryland of those 
whom he supposed were traitors, lie forgot that 
every citizen of Maryland has a right to be heard 
when he is charged with an offense. 

It may be, Mr. President, that upon the ground 
of military necessity in the beginning of this dread- 
ful war, aiming as it did at the very life of the na- 
tion, these arrests were unavoidable; but, thank 
God, itis not so now; thank God, itseems now to 
be approaching its end, and the end will be the 
restoration of the Union; but let the Senate of the 
United States, if upon reasons of military neces- 
sity they have heretofore refused to interfere, say 
now that in suppressing the rebellion they mean 
to preserve the rights of the loyal citizens. The 
case to which I have adverted is now under the 
examination, as I understand, of the President of 
the United States; and I have confidence in him 
as a lawyerand as a humane man,asone willing, 
to the extent of his knowledge, to maintain the 
rights of the citizen, and as a man anxious, as 
much as any other man living, to execute justice 
in mercy, that he will see that no possible harm 
shall fall upon a citizen of Maryland without 
cause. : 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator from Mary- 
land allow me to ask what power the President 
of the United States has to redress the wrong 
which he says has been committed against the 


| rights of this citizen of Maryland? 





Mr. JOHNSON. Take him out of prison— 
discharge him. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator allow me to 
inquire if that is redress? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Redress! It is not ample 
redress. It is the only redress in the power of 
the President. There is another mode of redress: 
to sue the wrong-doer—the only way to obtain 
full indemnity if he happens to be able to meet 
the proper indemnity. Butif my honorable friend 
himself were thrown into a loathsome prison,and 
he were by himself or his friends to apply to the 
President of the United States to take him out, I 
suppose he would have no doubt that to a certain 
extent the taking of him out would put an end to 
the injury done him, would be a redress. 
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sut, Mr. President, | was about to say with 
reference to the honorable member from Michi- 
gan, as well as to the one from Wisconsin, that 
information of that sort is necessary in order to 
satisfy the Senate whether it is not important, if 
the Jaws as they are now upon the statute-book are 
not sufficient to meet the exigency, to provide for 
it by further legislation, Wecannot know what 
the mischiefs are in auy other way as authorita- 
tively as we may know it when the President shall 
send an answer toaresolution of this description, 
Suppose the President states a wholly unjustifiable 
cause for keeping these parties in prison, will it 
not be the duty of the Congress of the United 
States, the Senate being a component part of the 
legislative department, to pass a law to cover such 
cases in,the future? And ifthe President—I! men- 
tion itby way of supposition, hypothetically, with 
no idea that the President will ever be guilty of 
an offense of that descripion—if the President 
shall think proper to violate such a law, then the 
Constitution furnishesa mode by which the peo- 
ple of the United States can redress the wrong— 
impeachment, trial, conviction, and dismissal from 
office. 

Mr. President, it is very strange that at this 
time of day, afler we have been, up to the begin- 
ning of this rebellion, the freest people upon the 
face of God’s earth, protected by every guarantee 
deemed at all material to secure dividual liberty, 
we should be seriously disputing whether it is in 
the power of the Executive of the United States, 
or anybody professing. to act ander the authority 
of the United States, to seize a citizen, and incar- 
cerate him,and punish him withouttritd. Why, 
sir, if such a doetrine was announced in the House 
of Commons, in England, or in the House of 
Lords, it would strike with dismay and astonish- 
ment the men who are entitled to the privileges 
and the rights of Magna Charta; and our rights 
are just as extensive,if notmoreextensive. Let 
us then say to the President, if it be necessary to 
say it to him, but above all, let us say it to those 
who are acting in subordinate capacities under | 
him, ** Your arms shall not be laid upon a single 
American citizen without cause, and he shall be 
at liberty, if you assign a cause, to prove its false- 
hood.”’ 

Mr. WILSON. I hope we shall now take a | 
vote on this question, 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the order of the day 
for the purpose of taking up the resolution which 
has been indicated. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes thirty, noes 
not counted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is an 
amendment offered by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Witson,] which is the pending | 
question, to insert after the word ‘ Senate” the 
words ‘of notin his opinion incompatible with 
the public interest;’’ so that the resolution will 
then read: | 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- || 
eate to the Senate, if not in his opinion incompatible with | 
the public interest, all information in bis possession bear- || 
ing on the arrest and imprisonment of Colonel Richard T. 
Jacobs, Lieutenant Governor of the State of Kentucky, and 
Colonel Frank Wolford, one of the presidential electors of 
that State; particularly by whose order they were arrested 
and imprisoned, where they are at present confined, and 
What offenses are charged against them. 1] 

The amendment was agreed to. {| 

, : | 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. || 

IIOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
_ The bill (H. R. No. 618) to amend the act en- 
titled ** An act to provide internal revenue to sup- 
port the Government, to pay interest on the public 
debt, and for other purposes,’’ approved June 30, 
1564, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 
COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore announced the 


following appointments to supply vacancies in | 
committees: 


M r. Dixon as chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia; and Mr. Hate to fill the va- 
cancy in the Committee on the Judiciary. 

MANUFACTURE OF BUNTING. 


Mr. SPRAGUE. Mr. President, I rise to sub- 
mit a motion, but before doing sol ask leave to 








of the Navy: 
“The chief of the Bureau of Navigation submits the I 


usual reports of the Naval Observatory, Nautical Almanac 
office. and the geweral administration of his 
Nearly all the nautical instruments 
which, prior to the war, were pr 
Aimerican mantwiacture, not excepting chronumeters and 
comparing watches, The same gratilying advance cannot 
be stated with referenee to maternal for flags. as we still 
sail under foreign bunting. Notwithstanding the large 
quantity used by the Army, the Navy, and the commercial 
marine, scarcely any progress has been had in inducing 
American establishments to undertake its manufacture.” 


used in the Navy, 


My motion is that so much of the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy as relates to sailing under 


foreign bunting, and so much of the President’s 
message and its accompanying reports as relate 


| to the manufactures of the country, be referred to 


the Senate committee on that subject. 

American nationality, it will be observed, is rec- 
ognized and defended under a banner the mate- 
rials of which are fashioned by the skill and labor 
of a people who are our only rivals, and whose 
Government, parucipating in the doubtful honor 


| with one other, is believed to be our greatestand | 


most dangerous enemy. 

Be that belief well or insufficiently grounded, 
I concur with the views expressed by the Secre- 
tary, and I partake of his feeling of dissatisfaction 
in the failure to induce American ciuzens to pro- 
duce materials for the manufacture of the flag of 
our country. 

This sentiment cannot but animate the breast 
of every Senator. Lt-must have a place in the 


heart of every American, whether born upon tts | 


soil or naturalized into its interests. 

Should not the hope be coupled with a resolu- 
tion that when the next annual report shall be 
presented to the country our flag will be wrought 
into its beautiful proportions upon American soil, 
by heads and hands which are true to the great 


cured abroad, are now of | 


department. 4 
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FREEDOM TO SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES. 


Mr. WILSON. I now move to proceed to the 

consideration™f the joint resolution which was 
| the special order of the day. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 

in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 

| eration of the joint resolution (S. R. No. 82) to 

encourage enlistments and to promote the effi- 


‘| ciency of the military forces of the United States, 


| 


}] 


} 
| 


| 


principles it represents, true to the heroic dead, | 


and to the brave heroes now banded under its 
folds, and true to the soil, every foot of which, 
God helping, will soon acknowledge its original 
sway? 

It has become far dearer, far more sacred to 
loyal hearts, by the great deeds and greater sac- 


ernment, Let it come to us free, free from even 


| the atmospheric contact of a people not pledged 


to progress and a better civilization; a people not 
yet freed from decayed aristocracies or modern 
despotism. I disclaim all sentiment, yet I do not 
believe but that our victories will be more trium- 
phant, our peace more permanent, if every fiber 


| rifices which have been offered up under it at the | 
| shrine of democratic liberty and republican gov- 


of our flag is handled in its construction by brave | 


men and fair women, whose prayers will ascend 
to a just God to defend it; and while it rests in 


| their hands it may gather some of the strength, 
| resolution, and devotion of a great people, which || °° Poe ae “¢ Arm 
| when it must herald the hour of strife may better || termed the incidental powers of Congress. Now, 
inspire its defenders to braver deeds and stronger | 


resolutions in support of the greatest of human 
struggles. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
reference will be made if there be no objection. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed the bill of the Senate (S. No. 
358) to establish the grade of vice admiral in the 
United States Navy. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (H.R. No. 622) to amend an 
act entitled ** Anact to incorporate the Metropoli- 
tan Railroad Company in the District of Colum- 
bia,’? approved July 1, 1864; in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was requested. 

The message further announced thatthe House 
non-concurred in the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill (HI. R. No. 51) to establish a Bureau 
of Freedmen’s Affairs, asked a conference with the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 
and had appointed Mr. Tuomas D. Exior of Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr. Wittiam D. Kevrey of Renn- 
sylvania, and Mr. Warren P. Nosze of Ohio, 
managers on its part. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 


| the pending question being the motion of Mr, Da- 
vis to refer the joint resolution to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, | would like the 
Senator from Minnesota, (Mr. Witkinson,] or 
any Senator who ts a lawyer, and who supports 
this measure, to inform us 


of the clause in the 
| Constitution that invests Congress with the power 
to pass it. I will read two or three lines of the 
| resolution: 


Resolved, §c., That, for the purpose of encouraging en- 
| listments and promoting the eficiency of the military and 
| naval forees ot the United States, it is hereby enacted that 
the wile and children, if any he have, of any person that 
has been, or may be, mustered into the military or naval 
service of the United States, shall, from and after the pas 
|} sage ot this act, be tovever free, any law, usage, or custom 
| whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding, &e,. 


I want to know what provision of the Consti- 
| tution confers on Congress the power to pass such 
;ameasure. If my friend trom Minnesota will 
| answer that question at the present time I will 
with pleasure give way that he may respond. 

The Congress of the United States ts not clothed 
with plenary legislative power. ‘The whole Gov- 
| ernmentisa Government of delegated powers, and 

Congress can pass no law whatever on any sub- 
| ject unless it has the power delegated to it by the 
Constitution. ‘That position no gentleman who 
has any, the smallest, pretensions to legal reading 
will deny. Congress, though, has two classes of 
powers. The first are those which are delegated 
to it by express language. They are enumerated 
in the instrument, such as to lay and collect taxes, 
borrow money, regulate commerce, establish a 
uniform rule of bankruptcy, raise and support 
armies, &c. Unless the words of the Constitu- 
tion express or import a power to pass a law, 
Congress has no power whatever to pass it, ex- 
cept under another clause of the Constitution, 
which I will read: 





Congress shall have power to make all laws which 
shall be neeessary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this 


|} Constitution in the Governinent of the United States, orin 


any department or officer thereof.” | 


This clause of the Constitution establishes a 
large and undefined class of legislative powers, 
which by Chief Justice Marshall and other judges 
of the Supreme Court and jurists generally are 


sir, | deny that there is any express enumerated 
| power given by the Constitution to Congress 
|| which authorizes it to pass this measure, and no 





The ler of Senator can produce a clause of the Constituuion 
1e order of || 


that confers the power in terms, or by language 
which imports such a power. 


| 
| ‘ e . 
| We are driven, then, to this conclusion: thatif 


| Congress have the power to pass this resolution 
| itis under the clause which vests Congress with 
the incidental powers to pass all laws necessary 
and proper to carry those which are expregsly 
| enumerated intoexecution. Does that clause vest 
| Congress with the power to pass this measure? 
| | maintain that it does not; and why? Because 
| the exercise of that power in this particular case 
would be in direct conflict with express provis- 
ions of the Constitution which guaranty the rights 
of property to the citizen. 
| The fifthamendmentof the Constitution, which 
| has been quoted countless times within the last 
| two or three years in this body, I will advert to 
| again, and will read: 


‘* Nor shall private property be taken for public use with- 
out just compensation.” 


| Now, sir, I state this principle, that where there 
isa right secured to the ciuzen by the express 
language of the Constitution, that right cannot 
|| be destroyed or impaired by any implication or by 
|| any incidental power which Congress may claim 
| or attempt to exercise. 1 lay down that propo- 
sition in accordance with the opinion of Chief 


enrolled bill (H. R. No. 380) for the relief of || Justice Marshall in the case of McCulloch vs. 
read an extract from the report of the Secretary ] George W. Murray; which thereupon received || The State of Maryland. I will read ashort par- 


Senate. 


| the signature of the President pro tempore of the || agraph from that opinion: 


| * We admit, as all must admit, that the powers of the 
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Government are limited, and that its limits are not to be 
transcended. But we think the sound construction of the 
Constitution must allow to the national Legislature that dis 
cretion, with respect to the means by which the powers it 
conversa are to be carried into execution, which will enable 
that body to perform the high duties arsigned to it in a 
manner most beneficial to the people. Let the end be le 
gitimate ; let itbe within the seope of the Constitution, 
ail means which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted 
to that end, which are not prohibited, but consist with the 
Jetter and spirit of the Constitution, are constitutional.’’ 

I concede this principle, that where there is an 
express power to be executed by Congress, any 
incidental power appropriate to the execution of 
thate xpress primary power which is not prohib- 
ited by or which is not in conflict with the letter 
or the spirit of the Constitution, may be adopted 
as an auxiliary power; but, on the other hand, I 
maintain as a principle of constitutional law not 
to be shaken, that where the incidental power 
claimed is in direct conflict with an express pro- 
vision of the Constitution, with a rightof the citi- 
zen expressly guarantied by it, according to the 
principle laid down by Chief Justice Marshall, 
such incidental power is unauthorized by the Con- 


and 


stitution, and Congress has no power to adoptit. 
This principle clearly forbids the passage of the 
pending resolution. It proposes to set free the 


wife and children of all negro soldiers who have 
heretofore, or who may hereafter, enlist into the 
armies of the United States; to take such prop- 
erly from their owners, notto be putinto the ser- 
vice, not to be applied to any public use; although 
the Government has no power to take private 
property except for public use, with a positive 
prohibition to take it for the public service with- 
out just compensation to the owner. 

I concede that Conere: shasthee xpress powe r 
to raise armies; as an incidental power, can offer 
bounties in the form of money and land to per- 
sons that will enlistin the military service. Why 
has Congress the power to resort to this inci- 
dental means of promoting enlistments in aid of 
the execution of that great and primary power of 
raising armies? Because there is nothing in the 
eXpress provisions or the spirit of the Consti- 
tution, there is no right expressly ruarantied 
by it to the citizen, that comes into conflict with 
the exercise of the incidental power of offering 
such bounues. But the pending is altogether 
a different measure. There are express clauses 
of the Constitution which guar anty to every cill- 
zen his rights of property, one of which clauses 
declares that he shall not forf . inate » or 
property except by due process of Jaw, and 
another, that private prope oe sh all not be taken 
for public use without just compensation, that 
would be directly and to tba extent of a large 
amount of property infringed by it 

Mr. President, the only seeming color ofauthor- 
ity on the part of Congress to pass this measure is 
to promote enlistments in the Army. 
some analogy to the power of Congress to offer 
bounties for that purpose. It mé ay be considered 
as inthe nature of a bounty. 
a power by 
is notan express power of Congress, but itis one 
of its incidental powers, and cannot be exercised 
or exceuted in any form so as to abrogate 
pair the right of any kind of property. 


: 
it life 


meant to this joint resolution in something like 
these terms: , 


And whereas the State of Massachusetts has had much | 


travail in her efforts to raise her quota of troops to put down 
the wicked rebellion, and in her great stress she sent agents 
into many States, h rebel and loyal, to enlist negroes 

and into foreign countries to contract with the subje 
alien Governments to becomé 
zens in the armies of the 
some of her sons in hig! 


cts ot 
Unjted States; and whereas 


though not quite enough of stomach to do battle in this 
holy war, whereby much of humiliation, sorrow, and re 
morse come upon the old Bay State: Now, for remedy 
thereof, and to encourage enlistments in that State, and 
to cause the highways and the 
patriotic sons marching on to put down this aceursed 
rebellion, 

Be it further enacted, That any and all persons of the 
proper military age, who will enlist into and as part of the 
Massachusetts troops, to serve in the United States Army 
for the term of three years or during the war, shall after 
such enlistment, and on so clecting and declaring, become 
a full and equal partner, associate, of incorporator with any 
individual or individuals, partners, company, eorporators, 
or other associates whatever in said State, whose pursuit 
and business is or may be banking, brokering, merchandis 
ing, shipping, trading, fishing, manufacturing, house-build 
ing. ship-building, of whole or component parts, or making 
or fabricating anything whatever, whether by hand or by 
machinery, or by whatever power, agency, or means; such 
enlisunent entitling every person to elect 


substitutes for her own citi- | 


i places had a strong disposition, | 


alleys to swarm with her | 


» 


it presents | 


But the exercise of | 
Congress to offerabounty in any form || 


or ime | 
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for himself with what individual or individuale, firms, sets] 
nerships, corporations, or other associations, in any form 
whatever he may attach himself; and thereupon to be- 


come as fully interested in all property and estate, real or | 
personal, money, debts, stock, machinery, and every inter- | 


est and right connected with such business as though he 
were an Original partner, corporator, or associate. 

[ ask you, sir, if an amendment like that were 
offered to this joint resolution, would it not have 
as much and more effect to encourage enlistments 
in Massachusetts than this joint resolution will 
have anywhere? Can any man doubt that the 
prediction of the Governor of Massachusetts, 
that if acertain measure was adopted by the Pres- 
ident of the United States the highways and the 
alleys would swarm with her patriotic soldiers 


rushing to the Army, would be realized, and more || 


than realized, if an amendment like this should 
be adopted as a part of this joint resolution? A 
proposition authorizing any man who enlisted 
into the service in Massachusetts, upon the fact 
of so enlisting to be thereby and thereupon en- 
titled to associate himself as a partner with any 





individual, firm, partnership, corporation, or as- | 


sociation whatever, and to become equally and 
fully interested in all the estate, property, and | 
means of that individual, firm, partnership, cor- 
poration, or association, would be a measure em- 
inently calculated to encourage enlistments. Pass 
such a measure as that, and its efficiency in call- 
ing troops into the military service of the United 
States would be manifold more operative and 
successful than the measure under consideration. 
So far as you waive objections to its constitution- 
ality and its justice, sofaras you consider it as a 
practical measure only, to encourage enlistments, || 
no man can doubt its eminent efficiency. 

Sir, why should not this be adopted as an amend- 
ment to the pending measure? It also would be 
a war measure—a measure calculated to fill up the 

ranks of our Army, to increase its numbers and 
efficiency, and to bring the rebellion to a more 
speedy close. In all of its practical operations 
and results it would be signally an effective war 
measure. Whatobjection can be made to it? No 
possible objection except those which I make to 
the nt measure. 

] concede that Congress has not the power to 
pass such a measure as is expressed in this sup- 
posed amendment, because of the objections that 
I have urged to the measure itself. It would be 
in conflict with the rights of property of the people 
of Massachusetts guarantied to them by the Con- 
stitution, and it would be flagitiously unjust; but 
in neither respect would it be more flagitiously 
unjust. 

Indeed, any objection that may be made to the 
proposition which I have just read can be made 
with more truth and force in principle to the meas- 
ure under consideration. The great and principal 
effect of this resolution would be in Kentucky, 
| and upon her people | presume it is so intended. In 
1860 we had two hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand four hundred and eighty-three slaves in that 
State. In my own county we had six thousand 
seven hundred and sixty-seven. I have no doubt 
from the number of enlistments that have been 
made from the slaves of Kentucky that three | 


pe e 
pres 


|| fourths of that population fit for military service 
Now, sir, | might, if | chose, offer an amend- 


| are nowin the Army or some employment of the 
United States. That such is the proportion in 
my own county [do not entertain a doubt. The 
military portion of that population in the county 
of Bourbon was something the rise of six hun- 
dred before any of them were recruited. By act- 
ual enumeration about six hundred of her slaves 
have already attached themselves to the Army. 
They were recruited withoutany regard to order, 
form, or principle. ‘The whole object seemed to 
be to demoralize the institution, and to get every 


|| slave man who could be seduced to join the ser- 


and determine i] wives 


| vice by any mode of operation whatever, to do so. 
They sent their recuiting agents, foreigners prin- 
cipally, mostly Dutchmen, all over the county, 
and pretty well over the State. They received and 
| enrotled every slave negro who could be inveigled 
to give his consent. Some that were over age rand 
/ some that were not proper military material be- 

cause of disease, and females disguised in male 


clothes, were admitted. At least three fourths of 


the slaves suited for military service in that county 
_ bave already attached themselves to the Army. 
They have enlisted, and they now belong to the 


| armies of the United States,us much so as if their | any man who has legal 
and their children were declared to be free. |. that this provision of the Constitution secures 


|| 
| 
1] 
1| 
\| 





| Pass this measure, and its its application would not 
| be to one fourth of the male slave population of 


| Bourbon, or, I believe, of the State of Kentucky 


to be enlisted, but would be mainly upon those 


that are now in the military service by freeing 
| their wives and children. 


What, then, is the object of the measure? It jg 
not much to encourage enlistments. We haye 
already sent more than our proportion of negroes 
to the field. We have but a small remnant yet 
remaining. ‘The measure does not propose to be 
limited to those who have not enlisted and who 
may yet be enlisted, but it proposes to compre- 
hend those who have enlisted as well as those who 
may hereafter enlist. The object, is to deprive 
slave owners of their property; it is still further 
to demoralize the institution; it isto breaks it up per 
Jas aut nefas; it is utterly to ‘disregard the Consti- 
| tution and the’laws which secure equally with 


| every other this description of property to their 


owners, and trample them under foot, lawlessly, 
unjustly, without answering any,.wise policy of 
the Government, and utterly to destroy slave 
property. 

Is the Senate going to lend itself to the passage 


of such a measure? Before doing so, ought it 


not to ask seriously and gravely whence is its 
| power to pass so extraordinary a measure? 


| Sir, the precedents of to-day become the law 


| of to-morrow. The precedents that are set and 
established by one party are transferred to its suc- 
| cessor, and by its successor they are taken up and 
enforced as law against those who have made 
‘them. Are the members of the Senate ready to 

have this ‘poisoned chalice which they are now 
| concocting and mixing for other lips tendered to 
| their own? Sir, there isa retributive justice even 
| in human affairs. The wrongs and iniquities 
| which one party in power perpetrate upon another 
; out of power sooner or later return to plague 
| themselves. That law of retribution is tardy, but 
| it is certain; it comes sooner or later. Wouldto 

God it could come with more promptitude and 
| with full measure in every case. 
Sir, I do not contend for this great principle, 
the inviolability of private property and the guar- 
antee which the Constitution makes to its owner, 
for myself or the people of my own State alone, 
| nor for this generation alone. It is a great and 
| enduring principle of right and of just and en- 
lightened government, It is one of the principal 
ends for which government is formed, and no 
Government that essentially and continuously vio- 
lates it could ever receive the permanent support 
of a free, enlightened, and virtuous people. 
What does this joint resolution propose to do? 
| Utterly to disregard this great fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Constitution, this guarantee of the 
| right of property to the “citizen. Sir, property 
may be taken from the citizen by the Government 
/in two modes. It may be taken in the form of 

taxation orinthe exercise of the power ofeminent 
| domain. In the first place, wise legislation aims 
at equality, and makes the law imposing the tax 
| bear upon the people as generally, as equitably, 
| and as impartially as possible. But whenever 

| property is taken from a citizen by the exercise 

of the power of eminent domain, that citizen is 
| asked to contribute to the public service some- 

thing more than the rest of the citizens are re- 
| quired to render; and there is not a decision in 
| any of the courts of the United States, or in any 
of the States, upon this point, in relation to taking 
property from the citizen in the exercise of the’ 
power of eminent domain, but what expressly 
lays down the principle that it is his right to re- 
ceive a full and fair compensation for his property 
thus taken. Nearly every State in the Union has 





decided and maintained that principle; yea, more, 
they have gone on and decided, further to fortify 
that sacred right of property, that the citizen can- 
not be deprived of the possession of his property 
without payment of its full and fair price, or with- 
out that price is then secured to him. This loose 
| practice of the Government from its foundation, 
to take property upon its own valuation, or even 
upon the valuation of a court or commissioners, 
and to make no arrangement, no provision, by 
law or otherwise, to secure to the owner the value 
of the property, is an unauthorized and an un- 
constitutional exercise of power. 

Sir, this position will not be controverted by 
learning at all respectable: 
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not only the right of property, but the possession | 
of the property to the citizen, and that the right | 
of the citizen to this property is not divested, and 
cannot be divested, unless he receives full com- 
pensation for it, or unless that full compensation 
is secured to him before the property is taken. 
Whenever there are courts in this country sufii- 
ciently enlightened, impartial, and firm, to ad- 
minister the constitutional principle, they will 
decide that it is the duty of Congress to pass laws, 
having general application to every case where 
private property is or may be taken for public use, 
to pay, or to secure to the owner of that property 
before he is forced to part with the possession, Its 
full and fair value. If | had time I could adduce 
a dozen cases from courts, running from Massa- | 
chusetts to California, establishing that principle, 
and establishing in addition that unless these con- 
ditions be complied with, the chancellor will issue 
his injunction to hold the owner of the property 
in his possession and to prevent it being taken 
from him. Is not that the law of the Constitu- 
tion? Is it not the law of reason and justice? | 
W bat objection can there be made to it? 

Why, sir, has Congress the power to pass any 
law that in its judgment would promote the efhi- 
ciency of the Army and help to bring this war toa 
speedy and successful close? Why then does not 
Congress pass a law to seize all the money in the 
banksof the United States? Why does itnot pass 
a law authorizing its military officers to go abroad 
through the land to gather up according to their 
discretionand power all the necessary supplies for 
the Army? Why does it not pass a law author- 
izing the President, by his willand by his dictum, 
to conscript any or all the military population of 
the United States? 

Mr. President, the views that I have here of- 
fered, I think, establish conclusively the propriety 
of the Senate referring this joint resolution and the 
proposition that I have read in connection with it 
as instructions to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
that we may have the benefit of a report of that 
committee in relation to the question of the con- 
stitutionality and validity of this measure if Con- || 
gress should pass it. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House had passed a bill (H. R. No. 623) to 
amend an act entitled ‘* An act to provide for car- 
rying the mails from the United States to foreign 
ports, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 
25, 1864, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested. 

FREEDMEN’S BUREAU. | 


The Senate proceeded to consider its amend- 
ments to the bill of the House (H. R. No. 51) to 
establish a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs, disa- 
greed to by the House of Representatives; and 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
to the said bill disagreed to by the House of Representa- 
tives, and agree to the conference asked by the House on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be 
appointed by the President pro tempore. 


_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. 
Sumner, Mr. Howarp, and Mr. BuckaLew. 
NMOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 622) to amend an act en- 
titled ** An act to incorporate the Metropolitan 
Railroad Company in the District of Columbia,”’ | 
approved July 1, 1864, was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 








EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. GRIMES. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 
The motion was agreed to; and after some time |! 
spent in executive session, the doors were re- || 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 





Tvuespay, December 20, 1864. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuannine. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER stated that Mr. Pruyn, having 
been placed upon the Committee of Ways and 
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Burn Of Massachusetts, Minter of Pennsylvo- 


| treatment; and this notwithstanding the continuous and 


| procure an alleviation of their sufferings while in impris 


| respondence before voting, although I believe the 


| but [ do know that the asseverations of the gen- 


| behalf of our prisoners. 
| wholesale exchange of them. We tried again and 


Means, asked to be excused from further service 
on the Committee of Claims. 


accordingly. 


TheSPEAKER then appointed Mr. Townsend 
to fill the vacancy on the Committee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER also announced the following 
as the select committee on pensioners: 

Messrs. GriswoLtp, WHALEY, PeErHAM, Wasz- || 


i 

There was no objection; and it was ordered | 
ii 

i} 

if 

| 


nia, Elussarp of Connecticut, and Ross. 
PRISONERS OF WAR. 
Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. I ask 


the unanimous consent of the House to submit 
the following resolution: 


Whereas, the Government of the United States has 
treated rebel prisoners of war with the utmost care, retain- 
ing them in suitable and healthy places of confinement, 
supplying them with ample rations of the best and most | 
nutritious quality, attending them with skillful medical 
treatment and care in cases of sickness and wounds, and 
affording them every proper facility for improving their 
condition and alleviating their imprisonment ; and whereas 
the rebel authorities have confined Union prisoners in un 
healthy and boathsome prisons, and in pestilential camps 
Without shelter; have furnished rations scanty and un 
wholesome ; have neglected to furnish suitable medical at- 


VICE ADMIRAL. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I ask unani- 
mous consent to report back from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs House bill No. 606, to create the 
grade of vice admiral in the Navy. 

Mr. COX. T object, and call for the regular 
order of business. 


J. C. CARTER. 
Mr. SCOFIELD. I ask leave to offer a joint 


resolution for reference. 

Objection was made. 

Cries of ** Regular order!’’ 

Mr. SCOFIELD. I want to let the parties go 
home. There will be no objection to it, 1 am 
sure. 

Objection being withdrawn, 

Mr. SCOFIELD introduced a joint resolution 
relative to J. C. Carter, captain in the United 
States Navy; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs. 

Mr. SPALDING. 


order of business. 


I now demand the regular 


BUREAU OF FREEDMEN’S AFFAIRS. 





tendance ; have withheld from them clothing, provisions, 
and money sent to them from their friends at home, so that 
thousands have died from starvation, and contagious and 
other diseases caused by such barbarous neglect and mal 


earnest efforts of the Government of the United States to 


onment, or a just and equitable exchange: Therefore, 

Resolved, What the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law, 
ifsuch treatinent of Union prisoners is persisted in, forcon 
fining rebel prisoners in our hands in such prisons, and 
allowing them such kind and quality of rations,as may be 
adopted by the rebel government, to the end that the rebel 
authorities may be thereby compelled to treat the Union 
prisoners in their hands according to the rules and usages 
of civilized warfare. 

Mr. COX. Ido not wish to object to the res- 
olution of the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
but he will remember there is now pending a res- 
olution calling upon the Secretary of War for all 
correspondence in reference to the exchange of 
prisoners. It was offered by myself the otherday, 
and was laid over. I shouldlike to see that cor- 


resolution of the gentleman to be eminently cor- | 
rect, 


I was loth to believe, sir, that such barbarities 
were practiced by the rebels upon our prisoners, 


tleman in that resolution are true, and that some 
action is demanded in the name of humanity on 
1 should prefer to see a 


again in this House 
Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. I do not 
yield for the purpose of debate. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 





| Ohio object to the resolution? 


Mr. COX. I do not. 


The resolution was adopted. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, moved || 
| to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
| was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 


reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
INTERNAL REVENUE STAMPS. | 
Mr. THAYER, by unanimous consent, sub- 


mitted the following resolution; which was read, 


| considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instrueted to inquire into the expediency of so amending | 
the internal revenue law, that instruments required by 
the one hundred and fifty-first section of said law to be 


| stamped, but which have not, through inadvertence or other 
| cause, been stamped at the time of making or issuing the 


same, may, upon the pgyment of a proper penalty, be sub 


| sequently stamped and thereby rendered legal and valid; 
| and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


BOUNTY LAND. 
Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, sub- 


| mitted the following resolution; which was read, 


considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Coinmittee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of setting apart a 
portion of the public lands for the benefit of such soldiers 
of the United States as have been, or shall be, permanently 


| disabled during the present war, and whose circumstances 


may require the generous aid of their country, by granting 


|} to the several States such lands, the proceeds of which 


shall be applied to the exclusive benefit of said soldiers, 


either in founding homes for them in their respective States, , 


or otherwise, as the several State Legislatures may deterin 
ine, and shall report by bill or otherwise. 


| Mr. SPALDING. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness Is the consideration of the Senate amend- 
ments to House bill No. 51, to establish a Bureau 
of Freedmen’s Affairs, which was postponed from 
the last session to this day. 

Mr. ELIOT. This bill was returned from the 
| Senate with a great variety of amendments, I 
am instructed to move that the House non-concur 
in the amendments of the Senate, and ask a com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 
amendments read. 

Mr. ELIOT. I believe they were read before 
the adjournment at the last session, 

The SPEAKER, The impression of the Chair 
is that they have not been read—that the reading 
was suspended at that,time. 

Mr. COX. How toes this bill come before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. It was passed by the House, 
came back from the Senate with various amend- 
ments, and was postponed until to-day. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Have the amendments 
been printed ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not informed. 
I would suggest the pro- 
priety of having them printed, 

Mr. ELIOT. The amendments have all been 


printed, and are in the form of anew bill attached 
to House bill No. 51. 


The amendments were to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert the following: 


That an office, to continue during the existing war, is 
hereby created in the Treasury Department, to be called 
the Bureau of Freedmen, meaning thereby such persons as 
have once been slaves, under the care of a Commissioner, 
| with an annual salary of $4,000, who shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate; and there shall be a chief clerk, acting also as 
disbursing officer, under bond to the United States tor the 
faithful discharge of his duties, with an annual salary of 
$2,000, and also such number of clerks, not exceeding two 
of each class, as shall be necessary, all of whom shall be 
appointed by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the Commis 
| sioner shal! have authority, under the direction of the Sec- 

retary of the Treasury, to create departinents of freedmeén 

within the rebel States, not to exeeed two in cach State, 
so far as the same may be brought under the military power 
of the United States; and each department shall be under 
the supervision of an assistant commissioner, with an 
annual salary of $2,000, under bond as required by the 
chief clerk, to be appointed by the President of the United 

States, with the advice and consent of the Senate, and 

with authority to appoint local superintendents and clerks, 

so far as the same may be needed, not, however, io exceed 
four in each district, ata compensation not exceeding 
$1,500. 

sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatthe military com 
mander within any department shall, on the application of 
the assistant commissioner thereof, supply all needful mill 
tary support in the discliarge of the duties of such assistant 
commissioner, unless there are controlling military reasons 
for withholding the same; and any military commander 
may be appointed assistant commissioner, without increase 
of salary. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, "That the Commis- 
sioner, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
shall have the general superintendence of all treedinen 
throughout tie several departments, and it shall be his duty 
especially to wateh over the execution of all laws, procla 
mations, aod military orders of emancipation, or in any 
way coucerning freedmen, and generally, by careful regu- 
lations, to protect these persons in the enjoyment of their 
right, to promote their welfare, and to secure to them and 

B their posterity the blessings of liberty. And every sach 
freedman sliall be treated in every respect aa a freedman, 
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with all proper remedies in courts of justice, and no power 
or control shall be exercised with regard lo him except in 
contormity with law. 

Bec. 5. Andte it further enacted, That the assistant com- 
nil shall bave authority, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, within their respective depart 
ments, to take ion of all abandonded real estate 
belonging to disloyal persons, and all real estate to which 
the United States have title, or of which the United States 
have possession, and not already appropriated to Govern- 
ment uses; and al-o to take possession of all personal 
property found on and belonging to such estate, and to rent 


wonets 


poarr 


or Irase all such real estate, or any part thereof, with the || 
personal property aforesaid, and to actas inspectors of the | 


sane; Of in case no proper lessees can be found, then to 
peruit the same to be cultivated or occupied by the treed- 
wen, on such terms, in either case, and under such regula 
tions, as the commissioner and such freedmen may agree : 
Provided, That no treedmen shall be employed on any es- 
tate above imentioned otherwise than according to volun- 


tary contract reduced to writing and certified by the assist- || 
ant commissioner or local superintendent, nor shall any | 


such contract be for a longer period than twelve months; 
but nothing in this section Coutained sball be construed to 
prevent the due execution of process against the real estate 


and personal property before mentioned, issued in due | 


course of law from courts of competent jurisdiction: And 
provided further, ‘Tliat no lease and no permit to be given 
underthe provisions of thi 
time than one year without renewal, wor shall any such 


lease or permit bind the United States to pay damages for | 


Any militiry dispossession or because of Uvle paramount to 
that of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be tt further enacted, That the assistant com 
Miss.oners aud local superintendents shall be ready, as ad 
Visory guardians, to aid the freedinen inthe adjustment of 
their wages, or, where they have rented plantations or small 
holdings, in the application of their labor; that they shall 


take care that the freedmen do notsuffer from ill-treatment | 


Or any failure of contract On the part of others; that they 
shall further do what they can as arbitrators, to recoucile 
and setiie any difference 
volved, Whether amoug theuecives or between themselves 
and other persous 3 and iu case such differences are carvied 
before any tribunal, civil or military, they shall appear as 
next friends of the frcedmen, so far as to see that the case 
is fairly stated aud heard. And in all such proceedings 
there shail be no disability or exclusion on accountof color. 


Bec. 4. 


made by the supervising special agents of the Treasury De 


partinent, under the authority of tie General Order 331, of | 


the Secretary of War, dated October 9, 1863. and iu ae- 
cordance with the regulations of the Treasury Department, 


shall have the same effect as if made by assistant commis- || 


siouers under this act; but suck. lease shall not continue 
beyond the period of one year frdm its date; and immedi- 
ately upon the organization of any deparunent ot freedmen, 
such ageuts shall cease to execute their functions within 
such department, and shall deliver over to the assistant 
commissioner thereof all property and papers held by them 
asagents. Butall expenses necessarily incurred by such 


agents in any department, prior to its Organization under | 


this act, shall be defrayed by the Secretary of the Treasury 


out of any moneys in his hands arising trom the leases | 


made by such agents. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner 
shall apply the proceeds arising from leases in the several 
departments to pay the salaries and other expenses under 
this act, so that the bureau herein established may become 
at an early day sel(supporting; and any proceeds overand 
above the annual expense thereof shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States, 

Sec. 9. dnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of ali officers, civil and military, charged with the exe 
cution of any law, proclamation, or military order of eman- 
Cipation, or in any way concerning treedmen, not mustered 
into, nor regularly engaged in, the military service, to make 
return to the Commissioner of all their proceedings in exe- 
cution thereof, under such regulations as shall trom time 
to time be prescribed. 

Bec. 10. nd be it further enacted, That the Commis- 


sioner shall, before the commencement of each session of | 


Congress, make tull report of his proceedings to the Sec- 


retary of the ‘T'reasury, who shall communicate the same | 
And the assistant comuiissiouers shailmake | 
quarterly reports of their proceedings to the Commissioner, | 


to Congress. 


and also such other special reports as from time to time 
may be required. 

Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That all assistant 
commissioners, local superintendents, and clerks, as well 
as the supervising special agents, appointed within the 


States within which the insurrection existsand the author- || 


ity of the civil tribunals is overthrown, shall be so far 


deemed to be in the military service of the United States || 
as to be liable to trial by courts-martial or military commis- | 


sions, to be ordered by the commanding general of the mili- 


tary department within which they act as such assistaut | 


commissioners, local superintendents, clerks, or supervis- 
ing special agents. And for all offenses amounting to a 
felony; for any act of embezzlement, or willful misappro- 


priation of public or private property; for any willful act | 
of oppression of any treedman, or of any loyal inhabitant; | 
for any actof taking or receiving, directly or indirectly,any | 
money or thing of value for any act done or omitted by | 


them in their official capacity; or for being in any manner 


interested in any purchase of cotton, tobacco, sugar, or uny || 


other article produced upon any lands leased or worked 
under the provisions of this act; or in-carrying on any busi- 
ness or being in any manner, directly Or indirectly, inter- 


ested in any business carricd on under the superintendence | 


of the officers appointed ander this act, or for any other 
willful violation of their official duties, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be subject to punishment by fine not exceeding 
$10,000, or imprisonment at hard labor fora period not ex- 


eceding five yours, or by both such five and imprisonment. | 


Sec. 12. 4ad be it further enacted, That whenever the 
said Commissioner cannot find abandoned real estate on 
which to employ all of tie freedineu Who may come under 
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act shall continue fora longer | 


sin Which treedmen-may be in- | 


And be it further enacted, ‘Thatieases heretofore | 
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a, 


his eare and control by virtue of this act, it shall be his || stray withirt the territorial limits of the rebel. 


duty, so far as may be practicable, to provide for them 
homes and employment, with humane and suitable persons, 
at fair and just compensation for their services. 

Sec. 13, And be it further enacted, That the last clause 
of a joint resolution explanatory of “An act to suppress 
insurrection, to punish treason and rebellion, to seize and 
confiscate the property of rebels, and for other purposes,”’ 
approved July 17, 1662, be, and the same hereby is, repealed. 


Mr. ELIOT. 
| while at this time to occupy the attention of the 


tween the bill adopted by the Senate and that 
|| reported to them from the House. My object 
|| now in rising is to ask the House to non-concur in 
the action of the Senate for the purpose of asking 
that a committee of conference be appointed. 

I have no doubt it will be found, upon confer- 


House than either of the bills now before the 

House. I move anon-concurrence in the Senate 

| amendments, and unless some gentleman desires 
to speak, I will call the previous question. 

Mr. BROOKS. I want to suggest tothe gentle- 

man from Massachusetts that the House has some 


right to time for a consideration of these amend- | 


ments before they go before a committee of con- 
ference. This is the firsttime | have been able to 
| obtain acopy of the bill, though it may have been 
printed before,and I suggest a postponement toa 
certain day, or the making it the special order for 
some given day. 
| ‘The result of these committees of conference, 
as the gentleman well knows, is to take away all 
substantial action from this and the other body, 
and to intrust the main legislation to a committee 
| selected by the Speaker and a committee appointed 
by the Senate, and then, under the pressure of the 
| previous question, we are obliged to accede to or 
| reject some bill which the committee has agreed 
to, but which the House may not have agreed to. 
| suggest that the gentleman give us an oppor- 
tunity, by a postponement to some given day, to 
consider the provisions of this bill. 

Mr. ELIOT. In reply to the gentleman from 
New York, I will say that the bill which has just 
been read has been in fact printed since last June. 
When the bill was sent back from the Senate it 
was ordered, upon my motion, to be printed, and 
ithas been within the reach of members of the 
House from that time to the present. [t was very 
| desirable that there should have been action upon 
| this bill before the close of last session, but it 
had been delayed in the committee of the Senate 
from the early part of March until the early part 
| of June, and it did not come back to the House 
until it was too late to act upon it last session. 
Upon a motion made on this side, the bill was 
postponed until to-day. 

Now, on the 3d of July, I think, a bill passed 
| both Houses, under which certain proceedings 
| are now being had which make it very desirable 
that the action of the House upon this bill in ref- 
erence to a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs should 
be speedy. I cannot agree to the proposition of 
the gentleman from New York, to postpone this 
bill in its present form. It will necessarily have 
to be the subject of action before a conterence 
committee, and I am quite satisfied that the inter- 
est of the public and of that class of people who 
are now suffering very. much for want of public 
| care, will be better promoted by action now, so 
far as to send the bill toa committee of ¢onfer- 
ence, 

Mr. KASSON. Upon the first reading of the 
|} amendment, it struck me that the first section of 

the Senate bill made no discrimination between 
the custody of those freedmen who are made free 
by State action and those made free by United 
States action. I simply call his attention to it in 
| order that in the conference committee that point 
may be considered, which may be essential to the 
coéperation of at least some portion of the House 
in the general object. IL would be glad to becor- 
rected, if lam in error touching that provision of 
| the Senate bill, by the gentleman, who has given 
| it more attention than I have. 
Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman from Iowa is per- 
fectly correct in this, that the bill does not pur- 
| port to affect any freedmen other than those who 
belong to States which are tn rebellion. It does 
_notaffect, as it stands now, the freedmen of Mary- 
| land, or of Kentucky, or of Missouri. 


| Mr. KELLEY. Uuless such a one should 





ti 
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I do not think that it is worth | 


House by calling it to the various differences be- |! 


ence, that it will be practicable from the two bills | 
to frame one which will be more satisfactory to the | 





hon. Those limits bound the jurisdiction of the 
bill. 
Mr. ELIOT. 


I move the previous question, 


The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. HOLMAN. | move to lay the amendmen; 
of the Senate on the table. 

Mr. ELIOT. Would that carry the bill with jt? 
lt would. 
I call for the yeas and nays 


‘Fhe SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
on my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
the negative—yeas 51, nays 71, not voting 60; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, 


Blair, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. Brown, William G. Browy, 
Chanler,Cox, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Finck,Gay- 


| son, Grider, Harding, BenjaminG. Harris, Charles M. Harrjs, 


Herrick, Holman, Kernan, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Long, 
Marcy, McAllister, McDowell, William H. Miller, James 
R. Morris, Neleon, Noble, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Pruyn, 


| Samuel J. Randall, James 8. Rollins, Ross, Smith, Jotm . 


Steele, Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, Thomas, Townsend, Web. 
ster, Joseph W. White, Williams, and Yeaman—5l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Ames, Ashley, John D. Baid- 
win, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose 
W. Clark, Cole, Thomas T. Davis, Dawes, Dixon, Don- 
nelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Farnsworth, Frank, Garfield, 
Grinnell, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, 
Hulburd, Jenckes, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, 
Orlando Kellogg, Knox, Littlejohn, Longyear, Marvin, Mec- 
Clurg, McIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, 
Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Norton, Charles O’Neil), 
Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pomeroy, Price, William H. 
Randall, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H.Rol- 
lins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smithers, Spald- 
ing, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valken- 
burgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wha- 
ley, Wilson, and Windom—71. 

NOT VOTING—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Al- 
len, Alley, Anderson, Arnold, Baxter, Blaine, Brandegee, 
Freeman Clarke, Clay, Cobb, Coffroth, Cravens, Creswell, 
Henry Winter Davis, Deming, Dumont, Edgerton, English, 
Fenton, Gooch, Griswold, Hale, Hall, Harrington, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, Hutchins, Ingersoll, Philip Johnson, William 
Johnson, Julian, Kulbfleisch, King, Knapp, Loan, Mallory, 
McBride, McKinney, Middleton, Daniel Morris, Morrison, 
Odell, Perry, Pike, Radford, Robinson, Rogers, Scott, Wil- 
liam G. Steele, Stiles, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Ward, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Wilder, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—60. 

So the House refused to lay the amendment of 
the Senate on the table. 

During the roll-call, 

Messrs. Harrincron, CorrrotuH, Baxter, 
Coss, and Voornees, who were not within the 
bar when their names were called, severally asked 
leave to vote. 

Mr. DAWES objected. 

Mr. ORTH stated that Mr. Jutian was de- 
tained from the House by sickness. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as above recorded, the question recurred upon 
ordering the main question to be now put. 

The main question was ordered; and being put, 
the House voted to non-concur in the amendment 
of the Senate, and ask a committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment was non-concurred in; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Forwyey, 
its Secretary, informed the House that the Senate 
had agreed to the resolution of the House pro- 
viding for an adjournment of the House from the 
22d instant until the 5th of January next, with an 
amendment including the Senate in said adjourn- 
ment over, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bill of the House 
No. 394, for the relief of Mary Scales Accardi, 
and House bill No. 399, for the relief of Emily 
A. Lyon, severally with anamendment, in which 
he was directed to ask the concurrence of the 
House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed without amend- 
ment bill of the House No. 478, for the relief of 
Charles M. Pott, and bill of the House No. 603, 
to extend the time allowed for the withdrawal 
of certain goods therein named from the public 
stores. 

The message further announced that the Senate 
had indefinitely postponed the bill of the House 
(No. 452) to grant a pension of eight dollars per 
month to Harris Welch. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
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lowing titles, in which he was directed to ask the |! 


concurrence of the House: 

A bill (S. No. 62) to remove all disqualifications 
of color in carrying the mails; and 

A bill (S. No. 347) for the relief of Rebecca S. 
Harrison. 


ADJOURNMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 
Mr. STEVENS called up, asa privileged ques- 


tion, the message from the Senate in reference to 


the adjournment, which was to amend the con- | 


current resolution so as to make itread as follows: 
That when the two Houses adjourn on Thursday, the 


22d instant, Uicy adjourn to meet on Thursday, January 9, | 


1565. 

Mr. STEVENS. The only change in the reso- 
lution is that it now allows the Senate to adjourn 
as well as the House. 
at the time it passed the resolution, that so grave 
a body as the Senate might not desire to have a 
holiday, and therefore the resolution only pro- 


vided for the House. The Senate, however, took | 


it into its head to amend the resolution by mak- 
ing it apply to both Houses, and I do not know 
why we should not assent to that. 

The Senate amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate amendment was concurred 
in; and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

The Jatter motion was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, also reported a bill to supply deficien- 
cies in the appropriations for the service of the fis- 
cal year ending 30th June, 1865, and asked that it 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, ordered to be printed, and 
made the special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. HOLMAN. To avoid the necessity of 
having the bill read through at the present ume, 
I rise to inquire whether this bill contains any 
appropriations not authorized by existing law. 

Ir. STEVENS. I believe not, sir. The 


Committee of Ways and Means has left out one | 


or two matters which were thought to be doubt- 
ful. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


may be taken in the Committee of the Whole on 


The House had thought | 


I suggest | 
that it shall be the understanding that objection | 


- —— 





|| priety of striking out the second section. 


the state of the Union as well as if the bill were || 


in the House under the rules. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
Mr. BROOKS. Ido not wish to have a defi- 
ciency bill putthrough to-morrow. Itisimpossible 


to look over and compare the estimates. Indeed, | 
we have not yet received copies of the Secretary | 


of the Treasury’s report and accompanying doc- 
uments. ‘They are not yet printed. Itis impos- 
sible to act 6n an appropriation bill intelligently 
in this kind of way. If lam well informed, there 
are many deficiencies in this bill which are not 
provided for by law. 


ing the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
before us, and with no opportunity save the few 
hours one may have this evening to compare the 
estimates with the bill, it is quite impossible to 


act to-morrow with any deliberation on so import- | 


anta matter as the deficiency bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. We have agreed to the sug- 
gestion of the gentleman from Illinois to allow 
objections to be made in the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, There are some 
items in the bill which it is almost absolutely ne- 


cessary to have provided for before the adjourn- | 


ment, and hence we have left out items which we 

supposed might be contested. I ask that the bill 

may be considered to-morrow. There is not a 
reat deal in it. 

Mr. BROOKS. Afi that I want is that there 
shall be due deliberation, and due time for the 
House to act on it. 

Mr. STEVENS. If, when it is printed and 
taken up to-morrow there should be found any 
difficulty in it, the gentleman from New York 
can suggest what further course he desires. 

. 


6 


I have no objection to that. | 


Ido not wish to cause any || 
delay in the passage of the bill, but without hav- 





| 


i} 


| 


The bill was read a first and second time, or- 
dered to be printed, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and made 


| the special order for to-morrow. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is with 


| the understanding that all questions of order are 
| reserved. 


The SPEAKER. 
MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr.STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 


and Means, also reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the Military Academy for 
the year ending 30th June, 1866, and asked that it 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, printed, and made the special 
order for the 9th day of January next. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust it will be understood 
that this bill comes in on exactly the same terms 


That is understood. 


| as the other bill. 


Mr.STEVENS. Thave no objection to that. 
The bill was read a first and second time, or- 


| dered to be printed, referred to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, and made 
the special order for the 9th of January next. 


METROPOLITAN RAILWAY COMPANY, 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, from the Commit- | 
tee for the District of Columbia, reported a bill to 
| amend the act to incorporate the Metropolitan 


Railway Company of the District of Columbia, 


approved July 1, 1864, which was read a first and | 
| second time. 
tion of the act of incorporation as to extend the | 


It so amends the seventeenth sec- 


time for the completion of the railroad line, ex- 
cept that part thereof between Seventeenth street 
and the Capitol, for one year, provided that the 
line between Seventeenth street and the Capitol 
be completed, equipped, and running within ten 
days. The second section repeals all acts and 
parts of acts inconsistent with it. 

Mr CHANLER. 
in reference to the cars running on Sunday ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
there is not. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. GANSON. I desire to suggest the pro- 
That 
section is wholly unnecessary, and if enacted it 
may go further than we intend, 


that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. 
tion to that. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
second section will be stricken out. 

There was no objection. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BEAMAN. 
business. 


Mr. PIKE. 


I have no objec- 


I ask the gentleman to withdraw 


that call for a moment, that [ may offer a resolu- 


tion, 


Mr. BEAMAN. I yield to the gentleman. 
TAXATION OF COASTING VESSELS. 
Mr. PIKE, by unanimous consent, offered the 


following resolution; which was read, considered, | 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending Sec- 
tion one hundred and three of the internal revenue aet, so 


that coasting vessels which shall pay an annual tonnage 
tax shall be exempt from the tax of two and a half per cent 


| 
- : ; | 
upon freight. &e., and thus placed upon the same footing 
| as provincial vessels bringing cargues to our ports. 


SALARIES IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 


Mr. BEAMAN again called for the regular | 
| order of business, but withdrew the call at the 


request of 


| 
Is there anything in the bill | 


If any prioract 
iS inconsistent with this, this necessarily repeals | 


I call for the regular order of 


Mr. SLOAN, who asked unanimous cousent 
to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire as to the expedieney of equatizing the 
salaries of the first or sole assistants in the respective Pix- 
ecutive Departments whose duty it is to act as the head of 
the Departments in the absence, sickness, or other disabil- 
ity of the chief of such Departments, by fixing said salaries 
at the sum paid to the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, or 
such other sum as said committee may think proper. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
| received, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SPALDING demandtd the regular order 
of business; and the Speaker proceeded, as the 
regular order, to call the committees for reports, 

GOVERNMENT OF REBELLIOUS STATES. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I am directed by the select 
committee on the rebellious States to report back, 

with certainamendments, the bill (H.R. No. 602) 
| to guaranty to certain States, whose governments 
have been usurped or overthrown, a republican 
form of government; and | ask that itbe now put 
upon its passage. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 
the reading was in progress, 

The SPEAKER said: The Chair is obliged to 
ask whether this bill, which isa printed bill with 
written interlineations, is the same bill that was 
reported on the 15th day of December. As tothe 
interlineations it is a different bill from that re- 
ported on the day mentioned. 

Mr. ASHLEY. The interlineations are the 
amendments proposed by the committee, 

The SPEAKER. Then the bill will first be 
read as printed, and afterwards the amendments 
proposed by the committee will be read. 

Mr. WILSON. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Asney] that, instead of having 
the bill read, it be postponed until the 10th day 
of January. Ido not think that we can satisfac- 
torily act on it to-day. Let the bill be printed, 
with the amendments proposed by the committee. 
1 think that the biil is too important to be disposed 
of to-day. Some gentlemen around me suggest 
that the bill be postponed till the 5th of January. 
[ have no objection to that. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that the 5th of Janu- 
ary will not be fixed. That is too early a day. 

Mr. WILSON. If there is objection, I will 
adhere to my first suggestion, that it be postponed 
until the 10th. ‘That will be Tuesday. 

Mr. ASHLEY. If it be the opinion of gentle- 
men on this side of the House that the bill had 
better be postponed, | prefer that it should be 
postponed until Friday, the 6th of January. 

Mr. WILSON. I have no objection to that, 
if it will satisfy the gentleman. 

Mr. ASHLEY. If that is the understanding 
on this side of the House, and is satisfactory to 
gentlemen on the other, let it be postponed until 
Friday, the 6th, and be made a special order, 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘That is too early a day. 

Mr. COX. I object to so early a day, and I 
will state the reason of my objection. Reports 
are expected from other committees on subjects 
cognate to this—among others, the report of the 
Committee of Elections on the Louisiana case. 
I would like to have all these reports and bills 
before the House, and then all these questions 
might be considered very well together, There- 
fore, | think the gentleman had better name some 
time about the Ist of February, or certainly not 
earlier than the middle of January. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Then | move that the billbe 
postponed until the 10th of January, and be the 
|| special order for that day after the morning hour 
and until disposed of. 
| The motion of Mr. Asniey was agreed to, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I desire to offer to 
this bill an amendment emancipating the wives 
and children of all persons who shall enlist in the 
armies of the United States, or who may now be 
in the armies of the United States, whether in 
the rebellious States or any other. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can give 
notice of thatamendment. At the present time 
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the bill has passed from the consideration of || 


the House. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, I give notice 
that I will offer such an amendment. . 

LEAVE TO VOTE. 

Mr. NORTON. 
from the H 


and I now ask 


Mr. Speaker, | was detained 
yesterday on account of illness; 


absence. 


‘There was no objection, and it was ordered ac- | 


cordingly. 
MAIL CARRIER SYSTEM. 


Mr. ALLEY, by unanimous consent, submit- 


ted) the following re 
' 


| 
i, And agreed to 


haere 


’ 
rvolved, That the 


t Reads b tru 


Committee on the Post Office and 
ted to taquire into tue expediency ot 
» iar modifying the p&st offi e jaws in relation tothe ear 

; delivery of mail matter to 
mly which give promise of its being seli-sus 


»>contne tree 


Vir. BOYD 
bill, 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
concluded the call of committee 
The SPEAKER. 
completed, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


Have we 
s for reports? 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


unanimous consent for leave to | 
record my vote on the several propositions on | 
which the yeas and nays were called during my | 


lution; which was read, | 


1 ask leave to present a private | 


| in any way affirm or recognize that contract? 
| Mr. ALLEY. 
| to do with it. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time, and being engrossed, it was accord- 
| ingly read the third time, and passed. 
Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed; and also moved that || 


the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Ju- | 


diciary, reported back House joint resolution No. 
126, declaring certain States notentitled to repre- 
| sentation in the electoral college, and moved that 
| it be ordered to be printed and recommitted to the 
| same committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. PENDLETON moved to reconsider the 


| vote just taken; and also moved that the motion || the service. 


| section provided that all persons of color who 
| were free on the 19th of April, 1861, and had en- 


to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


|| Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House 


The call has not yet been || 


Then I ob- || 


ject, and insist on the call of committees for re- | 


ports. 
FOREIGN MAILS. 

Mr. ALLEY. [| am directed by the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads to report a 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to provide 
for carrying the mails from the United States to 
foreign ports, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March 25, 1064, with the recommendation that it 
do pass. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. ALLEY. 1 ask that the bill be put on its 
passage, and call for the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS. Lhopethe gentleman will not 
Insist on his demand lor the pre 


if 
i 


vious question 
until we have had some explanation of the object 
and extent of the bill, 

Mr.ALLEY. 1 withdraw the demand for the 
previous question, 

Mr. Speaker, | will say, in explanation of the 
bill, that at the last session of Congress we adopted 
a measure for the transportation of the mails to the 
Pacific coast overland and by sea, in which is a 
provision to the effect that ail mail matter sent 
from the western boundary of Kansas, or from 
the eastern boundary of California, shall not be 
carried, ¢ xcept at the price of letter postage, ex- 
cept one newspaper to bona fide subscribers from 
a place of publication, Under the ruling of the 
Postmaster General, that newpapers only, anda 
single one at that to subscr ibers, should be trans- 


mitted through the mails to those points from any 


of the offices, excluding periodicals, magazines, 
and exchanges, great complaint has arisen on the 
part of persons living in the Territories. It has 
been found that its practical operation has been to 
do great injustice to the people who are residents 
of the Territories, and it is to provide against that 
Injustice that the pending bill has been proposed, 
1 presume there can be no objection, as the com- 
mittee have agreed to the bill unanimously. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

Mr. STEVENS. At the last session of Con- 
gress we adopted a proposition for the continu- 
ance of the overland mail for one year. I want 
to know whether, after we passed that bill, a con- 
tract was given to Mr. Holladay for one year or 
for the whole time. | want to know whether this 
has reference to that matter. If it does, I shall 
ask time to consider it. 

Mr. ALLEY. I will say thatthe pending prop- 
osition has no reference whatever to the bill to 
which the gentleman refers. I have no official 
information on the subject. 
correspondence or conversation with the Post- 
master General in relation to that matter, but I 
have reason to believe, from conversation with 
other parties who claimed to know, that the con- 
tract was given to Mr. Holladay for the full term 
at $750,000 per annum. 


Mr. STEVENS. And notgivenin accordance | 


with our vote for one pene? 
Mr. ALLEY. So I am informed. 


|| Mr. McBRIDE. 


| that that body had passed Senate bill No. 358, 
| to establish the grade of vice admiral in the Uni- 


to ask the concurrence of the House. — 
| STENOGRAPHER FOR DISTRICT SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
| diciary, reported back the petition of Joseph H. 
| Bradley and thirty-six others, members of the 
| bar, for appointment of a short-hand reporter for 
the supreme court of the District of Columbia, 
and moved that the committee be discharged from 
| its further consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 
Mr. McBRIDE, from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the payment | 
of the value of certain lands and improvements of | 
| private citizens appropriated by the United States || 


for Indian reservations in the Territory of Wash- 
ington, and asked that it be put on its passage. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The bill contains an appro- 

priation, and must, under the rules, go to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole House on the Private Cal- 
/endar. If the gentleman has a written report I 
| have no objection to its being read. 

Mr. McBRIDE. I ask the Clerk to read the 
| letter | send to his desk. 

The letter was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me we ought to 
| have some time for the examination of this claim, 
| and [ must hence insist upon my poing of order. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chairsustains the point 

of order. Asthis is anappropriation bill it must 
be first considered in the Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McBRIDE,. Task that a certain time be 

fixed for its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
| unanimous consent; and there is already a page 
| andahalfof bills onthe Calendar which precede it. 
I ask unanimous consent 


“that it may be set down for consideration on Fri- 


I have not had any | 


} 


| 


day, the 6th day of January, in Committee of the 
W hole House on the Private Calendar. 
No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


PAY OF COLORED SOLDIERS, ETC. 


Mr. GARFIELD, from the Committee on Mil- 
| itary Affairs, reported a bill to amend an act en- 
tied **An act making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year ending June 30, 
1865, and for other purposes,”’ approved June 16, 
1864; which was read a first and second time. 

‘The bill so amends the act referred to as to pro- 
vide that all persons of color who have been en- 
listed and mustered into the military service of 
the United States shall from the time of their en- 
listment be entitled to receive the pay, bounty, and 
clothing allowed to such persons by the laws ex- 
isting at the time of their enlistment; and also 
authorizes the Attorney General to determine any 
question of law arising under this provision, and 
if the Attorney General shall determine that such 
enlisted persons are credited with or entitled to 


GLOBE. 


ted States Navy; and in which he was directed | 








| on the 19th of April.” 
| plained of, and does not otherwise change the law. 








December 20, 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does the pending bill || any pay, bounty, or clothing in addition to what 
|| they have already received, the Secretary of War 
This bill has nothing whatever || 


shall make all necessary regulations, in connection 
with the pay department, to make pay in accord. 


| ance with such determination. 


Mr. GARFIELD. I demand the previous 


| question, 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
Mr. COX. 1| wouldlike to have the gentleman 


| explain the bill. 


The SPEAKER. Itcan be done only by unan- 


/imous consent, after the previous question is or- 


dered. 
No objection was made. 
Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman will turn 


to page 129 of the Statutes of last session, he will 
| find in section four of the statute referred to, a 
provision which was intended to cover cases of 
| negro regiments raised in the North that had been 


promised full soldiers’ pay when they went into 
In order to cover those cases, the 


listed subsequently, should be paid according as 


the Attorney General should interpret the law in 
| existence at the time of their enlistment. 
| found that the section met the wants of those col- 
| ored regiments raised in Massachusetts and Ohio; 
| but there are some colored soldiers who did not 


It is 


become free until a date subsequent to the 19th of 


| April, but were enlisted on precisely the same 
| terms and pledges as those who have received full 


pay. A petition which is now in my hands, and 


| which has been referred to the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, drawn by Colonel Higginson, states 


that his regiment and two or three others come 
/under this description, and cannot obtain relief 


under the provisions of this bill by the clause re- 
stricting its action to those who were “‘ free on 
the 19th of April.’’ I have therefore recast the 
section, leaving out the words ** who w@fe free 
That cures the evil com- 


Mr. COX. AsTunderstand it, it puts the negro 
soldiers on an equality. 

Mr.GARFIELD. Yes, sir. 

Mr.COX. Lhave no objection to negro equal- 


| ity where it is confined to the negro race. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GARFIELD moved thatthe vote by which 


| the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also 


moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


| table, 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


VICE ADMIRAL IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported back with an 
amendment a bill (H. R. No. G06) to create the 
grade of vice admiral in the Navy. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I would state 
that the amendment, in the nature of a substitute, 
is in precisely the same terms as the bill which 
passed the Senate this morning, and which is now 
on the Speaker’s table. ask unanimous consent 
to take up that bill and pass upon it in lieu of the 
bill | have reported. 

No objection being made, the bill of the Sen- 
ate (No. 358) to establish the grade of vice ad- 
miral in the Navy of the United States was taken 
from the Speaker’s table for consideration, and 
read a first and second time. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I presume that 


| there can be no objection whatever to the passage 
| of this bill. 


I have no disposition to discuss it, 
and call the previous question. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I would like to have the 
gentleman from Massachusetts explain what that 
exception in the last section is. The last section 
states that some section of an act shall not apply 
to the vice admiral. What is that? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. It simply pro- 
vides that the incumbent of the office of vice ad- 
miral shall not be subject to be retired. 

The bill was ordered to & third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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The bill on the same subject reported by the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs wagthen laid on the 
tabie. | 

RANK OF NAVAL OFFICERS. | 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, also, from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill to | 
provide for an advance of rank to officers of the | 
Navy and Marine corps for distinguished con- 
duct, &c., which was read a first and second time. 

The first section of the bill provides that any | 
officer of the Navy or Marine corps, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, may be ad- 
vanced not exceeding fifty numbers in rank for 
having exhibited eminent and conspicuous con- 
duct in battle, or extraordinary heroism. 

The second section provides that any officer of 
the Navy or Marine corps who shall be nomin- 
ated to higher grade under the provisions of the 
first section of this act, or that of section nine of an 
act entitled ** An act to establish and equalize tne | 
grades of line officers of the United States Navy,’’ || 
approved July 16, 1862, shall be promoted, not- 
withstanding the number of said grade may be 
full, but no further promotion shall take place in 
that grade except for like cause until the number || 
is reduced to that provided by law. | 

The third section repeals all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent with the foregoing. \| 

| 
1} 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 
quire of the gentleman from Massachusetts if this || 
bill includes volunteers in the Navy? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. No, sir. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of illinois. I shall move 
to amend it so as to give the volunteersa chance. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. This bill is in 


accordance with the provisions of the existing || 


law, with the exception thatitchanges the number || 
from thirty to fifty; the present law requires that || 
the person to be promoted shall be advanced || 
thirty numbers in his own grade. It will be ap- 
parent, of course, that if the officer to be promoted || 
is Within thirty numbers of the head of his grade, || 
he cannot be promoted the whole number to which 
he would be entitled, and this provision is that he || 
may be advanced in rank instead of grade; that || 
is, if advancing him thirty numbers will carry 
him into the grade next above his, it may so carry | 
him. ‘That is the only difference from the pres- 
ent law. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. All I desire |} 
is that the volunteers shall be placed on an equal | 
| 
| 
| 





footing and have a fair chance. I will frame an | 
amendment which i think will meet the approba- } 
tion of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. COX. I suggest to the gentleman that he | 
postpone the consideration of this bill until it can || 
be printed and examined. } 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I would state, || 
in reply to the gentleman from Ohio, that the par- || 
ticular object in passing this bill at the present | 
time is to allow the President to promote Captain 
Winslow, to whom Congress has already passed 
a vote of thanks for his gallant conduct in de- || 
stroying the rebel pirate Alabama. Captain Wins- || 
low holds the rank of captain. The next grade || 
above that iscommodore. ‘The grade of commo- || 
dore is already full. He cannot, therefore, be || 
promoted under the present law unti! after this | 
bill has passed, which permits him to be made a | 
commodore notwithstanding the limit of the num- | 
ber by the existing law. | 

Mr. COX. I do not wish to make any objec- | 
tion to any proper reward of Captain Winslow, 
or of Admiral Farragut, or anybody else, but it | 
seems to me a wrong principle of legislation to 
create offices in order properly to recompense our 
soldiers or the officers of our Navy. We have 
created the office, this morning, of vice admiral | 
without proper consideration, simply because it | 
was recommended by the President and the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Massachusetts. I did 


be an attack upon the gallant naval officer who is 


| 
' 
the policy wrong, but because it might seem to | 
} 
to be rewarded by the office. 


I think this legislation in relation to naval mat- || 


ters needs to be overhauled. We ought nottodo it | 
up by piecemeal. I do not know, and I cannot 
tell from the casual reading of the bill, precisely 
what its provisions are. It may be a radical re- 
construction of the naval service, or it may not be. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. If the gentle- | 
man will permit me to explain right here, | will | 


| tion will not prevail. 
| the bill. 


| 
it 


not like to oppose it, not because I did not think || 
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state that it does not create any radical change 
whatever. The first section provides that an 
officer receiving the thanks of Congress may be 


advanced in rank fifty numbers instead of thirty || 


numbers, as is provided by the existing law. 


The second section of the bill is necessary so || 


that Captain Winslow may be made acommodore, 


notwithstanding that the number of commodores | 


provided by law is already full. That is the whole 
object of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The amend- 
ment which I propose will not interfere with the 
gentleman’s object, but it will give a sort of rec- 


| ognition to the volunteer officers of the Navy. I 


ask the gentleman from Massachusetts to accept 


an amendment adding after the words * Navy | 


or Marine corps”? the words *‘ either volunteer 
or otherwise.’’ 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I accept the 
amendment. The Committee on Naval Affairs 
has a bill before it contemplating that object. 

TheSPEAKER. The bill having been reported 


| from the Committee on Naval Affairs, the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts cannot accept the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COX. I move that the bill be laid on the 


Then I offer 


| table. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I trust that mo- 


There is nothing radical in 


carry out the actin regard to Captain Winslow. 
Mr. COX. I have not had achance to discuss 


| the bill here, but I think I can show the gentle- 
|| man that it is objectionable. 


The question was taken on Mr. Cox’s motion, 
and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved the pre- 
vious question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, and under the operation 
of the previous question the bill was engrossed, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to recon- 


sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and | 


also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act (H.R. No. 


| 280) for the relief of George W. Murray; when || 
|| the Speaker signed the same. 


CHIEF ENGINEER KING’S REPORT. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 


agreed to; 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 

to communicate to this House the report made to him by | 

Chief Engineer King in reference to the iron-clad vessels || 


and dock-yards of Europe. 
WESTERN NAVY-YARDS. 

Mr. SPALDING, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to whom were referred House bill 
No. 985, providing for a navy-yard at Cleveland, 
Ohio; Llouse bill No. 594, providing for a navy- 


| yard at Milwaukee, Wisconsin; House bill No.-| 


O87, providing for a navy-yard at Grand Haven, 
Michigan; House bill No. 611, providing for the 
establishmentof a navy-yard at Chicago, [\linois; 
House bill No. 599, to provide for anavy-yard at 


Oswego, New York; House bill No. —, provid- | 


ing for a navy-yard at Erie, Pennsylvania; the 


memorial of the mayor and city council of 


Sandusky, Ohio, and various resolutions on the 
same subjects, reported a joint resolution provid- 
ing for a commission to locate navy-yards. 


The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time. 


It issimply to enable the President to | 


It authorizes the President to appointa 
commission, consisting of three competent officers 
of the Navy and two competent officers of the 
engineer corps of the Army, to examine the dif- 
ferent ports and harbors on the northern and 
northwestern Jakes,and on the navigable waters 
| connecting the same, with a view to the establish- | 
| ment of one or more navy-yards and naval depots 

on such lakes and waters, according to the public 

exigency, and directs such commissioners to re- 

port to Congress on the first Monday of Decem- 
| ber next, 


83 














The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time;and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, 

Mr. SPALDING moved the previous question 
| on the passage of the joint resolution. 
|| The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. L. MYERS. 1 move to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 
|| Mr. SCOFIELD. 
withdraw the motion. 
| Mr. L. MYERS. | think the commission pro- 
| vided for in this joint resolution should be directed 
to examine other sites for navy-yards—for in- 
stance, sites recommended by the President and 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. SCOFIELD. The Northwest will do 
|; something for League Island at some other time. 

We want these navy-yards at the Northwest. I 
hope my colleague will withdraw his motion, 
| Mr. L. MYERS. At the suggestion of my 
friend from Pennsylvania I withdraw the motion. 
|| Mr. O’NEILL, of Pennsylvania. I renew the 
|| motion. 1 desire an opportunity to say-—— 
| The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
| able. There are two undebatable motions pend- 
| ing—the previous question and the motion to lay 
| on the table, 
| The question was taken on the moticn to lay 
| on the table, and it was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
| of the previous question the joint resolution was 

passed, 

Mr. SPALDING moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

| The latter motion was agreed to. 


1 SALARIES OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES. 


| Mr. COBB. Iask unanimous consent to offer 
| the following resolution: 


Resolved, That in view of the enormous expenses of the 
Government rendered necessary for the maintenance of 
the Army and Navy for the defense of the Government 

| against the existing rebellion, and the onerous taxes im 
posed upon the people for the purpose of meeting such ex 
|| penses, it is the sense of this llouse that no law ought to 
be enacted whereby the salary or compensation of any 
|| class of employés of the Government shall be raised or in 
|| creased. 
Objection was made, and the resolution was not 
received. 


DISCHARGE OF COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


Mr. ORTH, by unanimous consent, offered the 

|, following resolution; which was read, considered, 

|| and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 

| structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the discharge of commissioned officers in the volun- 
teer service, if desired by such officers, at the expiration 
of their original term of enlistment, without reference to 
intervening promotion. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
| the regular order of business. 
|| The SPEAKER. The next order is resolu- 
tions calling for information from the Executive 
|| Departments lying over under the rule. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think that 
we have gone far enough with the regular order, 
and I move that the orders be suspended, and 
|| that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. PENDLETON. Lask the gentleman to 
| yield to me for a moment. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I willdoso. 
CABINET OFFICERS IN CONGRESS. 
Mr. PENDLETON. When the committees 
|| were called this morning, I neglected to make a 
|| statement to the House, which | desire now to 
make—that the select committee on admitting 
| heads of Executive Departments upon the floor of 
|| the House have made their report, which isin the 
'| hands of the printer; and I shall ask the action 
| of the House on it at the earliest possible moment 
| after the holidays. 
| Mr. FRANK. Lask the gentleman from Illi- 
| nois [Mr. Wasupurne] to yield tome a moment. 
| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Llinois. Iwill do so, 


TRADE WITH CANADA, 
Mr. FRANK, by unanimous consent, offered 
|| the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


I hope my colleague will 
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to Inform this House under what law goods, wares, mer- 
ehandise, produce, &c., are permitted to pass from the 
United States irough Canada, and again into the United 
States. 


CARE OF REFUGEE INDIANS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House acom- 


Munication trom the Secretary of the tne rior, 


‘transmitting, in accordance wath the proviso of 


the second section of the act of June 25, 1864, ac- 
counts of the superintendent and agents of the 
southern superintendency having charge of refu- 
gee Indians, for the second quarter of 1864; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 


SALE OF GOLD BY GOVERNMENT. 


Mr. COX. I ask unanimous consent to offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Thatithe Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to this House what, if any, “mount of 
gold in the Treasury of the United States, not necessary for 
the payment of interest on the public debt, has been dis 

osed of under the joint resolution approved March 17, 
864, what amounts and the various times when the same 
Were disposed of, at what rates, dud Whatagents were em- 
ployed in the transaction. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ido not know that [ under- 
stand altogether the object of this resolution, and 
therefore | insiston the regular order of business. 

Mr. COX. Ido not wishtocastany reflection 
on the Secretary of the Treasury or on any offi- 
cer connected with the Treasury Department; but 
I think that these facts are necessary for future 
legislation. 

Mr. STEVENS. It may be so; and perhaps 
by to-morrow, when | shall have examined the 
matter, | may think so myself; but I prefer that 
the resolution should go over. 

Mr. COX. § If the resolution be offered now it 
will go over, under the rule, until to-morrow; and 
meanwhile the gentleman can examine it. 

Mr. STEVENS. [do not object to its being 
offered, but to its consideration at the presentlime. 

The SPEAKER ; 
the resolution will be considered as offered, and 
will go over under the rules, 

There was no objection, 


BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. 
Mr. PRUYN, by unanimous consent, offered 


If there be no objection, || 


nered; that, had their com 


1 ' | : 
to, this warmivghthave been averted; that nerotta- 


; and yet no 


tions might cure our national 
in dy Was propose d oro 

cepl peac ny on 
pendence, ' 

Is it not singnlar, Mr. Chairman, that those 
who are acknowledged able statesmen and his- 
torians either do not know, or,in their forensic 
efforts against the right conceal, the distinction 
between a revolutionist and a rebel? 

I presume, sir, since we last met we have all had 


the pleasure of getting off our stump speeches In || 
occupy that || 


our different districts and although 
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| lect of the southern confederacy, could do 
| admitted, down to November, 1860, that they had 


December 20, 


plaints been listened | orable gentleman from New York, (Mr. Brooxs,] 


and now is the time, and this the ocexsion, to tel] 
me what cause@feomriaint the rebels have. |; 
cannot be done. No honorable gendeman up 
this floor can tell this H wit cause of 
plaint the rebels have. ‘They cannot do 

than Alexander EL. Stephens, the bri 


\ 
ntest in 


Hiel. 
j 
ie 


wo 
~ 


|| nocause of complaint. Why, then, assert itagain 
| and again, here and elsewhere? 


lamentable position, so that itmay be said, ‘never | 


again will | be heard here,’’ yet I rejoice when I 
know Leome nat back, not because I hated treason 
too much, VW hile others come not back hecause 
they loved it, “*not wisely but too well.’’ 


Why, sir, not only in these Halls, but before 
the people, public men have stated that the South 
had claims to which the North refused to listen, 
listening to which we could have avoided this war, 
The honorable gentleman from New York, able 
| as he is, great as are his powers, cannot mention 


|| one just cause of complaint which the South had, 


Sir, we all love that doctrine that far down in | 


the strata of society there exists the right of revo- 
‘The true revolutionist is always the truly 


ution. 


loyal man; he hates treason as much astyranny, || 


and both as he does Satan. What does such a 
citizen first do? He carries his case to the judi- 
clury of the country; he pleads with and petitions 
the delegated sovereignty of his nation, wherever 
it may be lodged, again and again for a redress 


But they tell us we cannot conquer the South, 
Ah, sir, | thought that the Chicago convention 
and its platform had been forgotten here, since the 

| seal of condemnation had so significantly been 
placed upon it by the people. I had the pleasure 


| of addressing the people of Philadelphia a few 
nights before the November election. I told 


| them they must stretch stronger telegraph wires 


| from pole to pole, for when the thundering voice 


|| of the Union majority should come over those 


| of grievances; and after all that he can do agree- | 


ably to eittherthe form or spiritof law has failed— | 


and his rights sull trampled upon, his wrongs un- 


| redressed, tyranny yet implacable, and despotism 


unmoved by his appeals, prayers, or petitions, | 


then he resorts to his last remed y—then he asserts 


| the rights to which his and nature’s God entitle 


Like 


him, and justly betomes the revolutionist. 


rebels, 

The rebel is one who, having no real and often 
not even an imaginary grievance, but because he 
cannot always mold the social compact to which 


|| he belongs into that form which his diabolical 
|| heart, tyrannical head, and unclean hands desire, 


| determines that such Government shall either be || 


the following resoluuion; which was read, consid. | 


ered, aud agreed to: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means to inquire into and report upon the expediency 
of creating tn the Department of the Luterior a bureau on 
the statistics of education. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I now in- 


siston my motion that the rules be suspended, || 


| he owes allegiance, 
| revolutionist, but a rebel, a traitor. 
| believe in the homogeneity of a nation unless it || 
To such a class | 


changed to suit his purposes or he will, without 


| judicial sanction, without petition, forcibly, bel- 


ligerently, and treasonably, set up a Govern- 
ment of his own, antagonistic to that to which 


is homogeneous with himself. 


| belong Breckinridge—John C., I mean—Lee, 


and that the House resolve itself into Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and be- | 
fore that motion is put, | trast it will be under- | 
stood by unanimous consent that no business | 


shall be transacted after the committee rise. 
The SPEAKER. 
understanding? 
Objection was made, 
The motion of Mr. Wasnsvaye, of Illinois, to 
go into the Committee of the Whole ou the state 
of the Union was agreed to. 


PRESIDENT 'S MESSAGE. 


Is there objection to that | 


So the rales were suspended; and the House | 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Gar- 


FIELD in the chair,) and resumed the considera- | 


tion of the President’s annual message. 
Mr. A. MYERS. 


without having made any special preparation, 


Mr. Chairman, I shall, | 


trouble the committee this afternoon with a few | 


remarks in reference to that great question of 


** homogeneity’? which seems to have so much at- | 


tracted the attention of this House. When, sir, 


on Wednesday last, the honorable gentleman from | 


New York (Mr. Brooxs] rose in his place, | 


have no doubt that this House expected to hear | 
an argument filled with statistics, sparkling with | 


poetry, and glowing with eloquence, in favor of 
the constitutional amendment tor the abolition of 
slavery. But, sir, how much were we disap- 
pointed to find that that able effort was vainly 


spent—may | be allowed to use that language?— | 


in theattempt to show that “homogeneity ’’among 
the different sections of the same nation is a fal- 


lacy; that the slaveholding rebels of the aristo- | 
cratic South and the liberty-loving fathers of this | 


Republic had somewhat analogous causes of quar- 
rel; that those southern rebels could not be con- 


| kind ever sanctioned slavery ? 








Wiefall, Jeff Davis, and the devil, [laughter,] 


| such a man were the signers of the Declaration | 
| of Independence—they were revolutionists, not || 


| what was the exact result. 
| thunder, but had to wait for the lightning. When 


wires they would be found too weak to carry the 
news. And, surcenough, the storm of Union vic- 


| tories came sweeping along and broke down those 
| wires, so that away up in the country we were 


kept in suspense several days before we knew 
‘True, we heard the 


it did come, however, it wasallonone side. Yes, 
sir, there was homogeneity on that occasion, and 
it was of a very satisfactory character to all who 


|| loved country more than party. 


| noeexisted, 
| is found in the fact that at the outbreak of the 


Cannot conquer the South! [tis but a reitera- 
tion of the doctrine laid down at Chicago, which 
started out with the assertion of a falsehood—a 

| small one, not near as largea one as | should have 
expected from the source from which it emanated, 
lt was asserted that four years of war had beena 
failure, while at that time four years of war had 
But the most stupendous falsehood 


|| rebellion the rebels claimed about eight hundred 


Such a man, sir, is not a || 
He does not || 


and, Mr, Chairman, all, all who agree with them. | 


We were asked, Why not have toleration? Tol- 
eration, it 1s said, is the very essence of religion, 


Yet, sir, who ever heard that true religion of any | 


Nay, more, who 
ever heard that a false religion sanctioned the 


slavery of itsown votariesatall? Whoever heard 


that the doctrine of any kind of religion believed 
in the enslavement of its own race and religion ? 
It issaid thatthe New Testament and the great 


Founder of our religion did not wish to destroy 


slavery. If that be so, was it not because it 
would produce a greater evil, and that was, the de- 


m 


struction of the Government in which it existed? | 


So, sir, of us. So, sir, of the American Union. 
The love of country has ever been spoken of by 


the poetand oratoras next to that principle which | 
| stands next to the love of God, 


Will 
that this country is an exception? Is it true that 


| the American loves his country as much as the | 


citizen of any other land? So true was it that the 
love of country was the paramount feeling of 
citizens of the United States, that we adhered 
to a Union even when some of the fathers of the 
country said that the Union protected slavery, 
and in order to save that Union we were sold to 
slavery. We bowed before it. We yielded; we 
yielded to its demands. But when slavery under- 
takes to destroy the life of the Union, as it has 
done; when that principle boldly declares that it 


is the assassin of this Union, the loyal man | 


swears upon his country’s altar that slavery itself 
shall die. 


Why, sir, are we told that had their complaints 


been listened to this war might have been averted ? }| 
Now, sir, to use a plain expression, | defy any || 


man, any member of this House, any man who 


you tell me | 





and fifty thousand square miles of territory, while 
atthe time of the holding the Chicago conven- 
tion they could claim only two hundred and fifty 
thousand square miles. And now, I ask, was 
ever there so great a falsehood as that—a lie 
six hundred thousand square miles in extent? 
[Laughter.] 


We cannot conquer the rebels! Sir, it looks 


| very much now as though that prophetic declara- 


tion was about to be proved unirue. We are 
told that we must have an armistice, negotuation, 
must exhaust all the arts of statesmanship, and 
have a national convention. Sir, we have peace 
commissioners. ‘They are Grant, Sherman, Sher- 
| idan, Thomas,and Farragut. We have our na- 
| tional convention, and the delegates to it are the 1n- 
vincible soldiers and sailors of the Union, clothed 
in the royal purpleof the nation,the Union blue; 
and they are now debating that question, and with 
all their powers are attempting its adjudication. 
Sir, they are calling the previous question on the 
rebels, and will soon table them eifectually. 

A national convention! Sir, that is but a repe- 
tition,as I said before, of the doctrine of the Chi- 
cago platform, And yet the whole matter is em- 
braced in a negative. Even the able gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Brooks,] after his eloquent 
argument—based upon many facts, | admit— 
| thrilling as it did this House, what did he say? 
He says he does not know what he will do. He 
just says he proposesnoremedy. Thatisthe doc- 
trine of negation, with all due respect to the gen- 
tleman. It is but the fish that was warmed into 
| life in the sea of politics in which Buchanan ex- 
| isted. There was war before Abraham Lincoin 

took the oath of office or James Buchanan ceased 
to warm the presidential chair. Actual war ex- 
isted in this country, and while that was the case, 
| James Buchanan said, According to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, you have no right to 





| secede, but according to that Constitution | can- 
not prevent youfrom seceding. Every school-boy 
knows that two negatives are equivalent to an 


occupies a position either upon this floor orelse- || affirmative, and therefore, ‘‘Go ahead,’’ said 
where in the country, I appeal even to the hon- || James Buchanan. The doctrine of negation has 
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ever since been the doctrine of that party; they 
are in favor positively of nothing, and negatively 


opposed to Rl ikings. Give me a. positive man, | 


give me aman who is in favor of some doctrine, 
and can give a reason for it. 

Jut it was intimated by the gentleman from 
New York that after having exhausted every- 
thing else, falling baek upon the reserved rights 
of this nation, in a certain contingency he might 
be in favor of war. 

State rights! Will some able statesman please 
tell us when the States obtained their sovereignty ? 
Will some student of the history of this Govern- 
ment and philosopher of the history of nations 
please inform us whether the colonies, separated 
as they were and tied to the mother country, had 
sovereignty before they were independent colo- 
nies and united as States of this Union? Will 
gentlemen please let us know whether, during 
their existence as colonies, they had any sover- 
eignty atall; if they did not owe allegiance to the 
mother country, and were not bound to it by a 
ligament which held them until, by their own 
power as revolutiouists, they tore itasunder? | 


say that when they became United States they | 
were not born each independent and sovereign, | 





| upagainst him, **Oh, what hot fait the wee thing 


but were all born together into the union of these | 


States. 1 would like some gentdeman to show 
us where he gets the doctrine of the sovereignty 
of each State. “ Homogeneity!’? Why, Mr. 


Chairman, before this Congress we hardly knew | 


how to pronounce that word. It is almost like 
that other tremendous, jaw-breaking, terrible 
word, * miscegenation;’’ | do not know whether 
IT have gotitright. Homogeneity! And yetthe 
honorable gentleman from New York, just at the 
close of his speech, in that eloquent appeal of his 
when he took Massachusetts upon her blind side 
and thrilied her to her very extremities, appealed 
to her, because he was born on some of her hills, 
to come to the rescue. He argued for an hour and 
twenty minutes against homogeneity, and how 
did he close? Ah! Mr. Chairman, how easily 
the ingenuity of the head is sometimes overthrown 
by the honesty of the heart. 
House to come together and vote together, you 
from Massachusetts, you from New York, and 
you from the West. What is that but an appeal 
to this House to become homogeneous? Homo- 
geneity in the House of Representatives is a 
powerful thing; it is a thing of force; but homo- 
geneity in the American nation is an absurdity, 
a chimera. Philosophers and geographers, we 


are told, are to utter no such nonsense as that. 
Mirabile dictu ! 


IL see now why the Chicago convention adopted || 


the planks and nominated the candidates it did. 
It was because that convention took up the idea 


He appealed to the | 


of the honorable gentleman from New York, that | 


the old scriptural notion that **a house divided 
against itself cannot stand’’is an absurdity, and 
that the reverse Is the way to make a powerful 
nation; that a house divided against itself is neces- 
sary for that purpose. Hence the Chicago con- 


vention had one candidate who was for peace and | 


one who was for war; a candidate who wrote a 
letter of acceptance and one who wrote no letter 
of acceptance. 


Sir, we have heard before, and perhaps in this 


very speech of the gentleman from New York, of | 


the quarrel between the two roses, differing in 


disposition as*much as in color; we have heard of | 


the contest between the houses of York and Lan- || 


caster; but who, until the able speech of the hon- 
orable gentleman from New York, or rather until 
the assembling of the Chicago convention, ever 


before heard of the quarrel between the two | 


GrorceEs? 


We are told that the head and front of that | 


ticket—and here let me say, and I say it sincerely, 
that the second person on that ticket contained 
much the most head there was in it; they say, 
however, that the head and front of that ticket 
wrote a letter of acceptance. This doctrine of 


want of homogeneity was the idea of that con- | 
vention, and it was upon that principle they ex- | 


pected their party to succeed. Now, what kind 


of a letter was that letter of acceptance? Tie | 
Did you read | 


design was to have ita wat letter. 
that letter? If you read it downwards from the 
date, itdoes look alittle warlike and runs smoothly 
along; but just turn it upside down and it is like 
what the Irishman said about the bumble bee; 


——— ——— 


eames 





has.’’ [Laughter.] And so of MeClellan’s let- 
terofacceptance. Butthe idea was that this want 
of homogeneity was to be the great doctrine which 
should be successful; and no wonder the honorable 
gentleman from New York supported the party; 
he is sincere in his theory. Men who are sincere 
in their theories put them into practice. If it be 
true that nations should not be homogeneous, cer- 
tainly it must be true that parties should not, 
The second candidate on the platform, having 
more head, did not write a letter of acceptance, 
carrying out the doctrine of State rights. What 
business had the national committee of the great 
Democratic party with that nomination? That is 


a national doctrine. ‘That is concentration. That | 
That is anti-Staterightsiza- | 


is federalization. 
tion. Butafter the results of the first elections 
in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Indiana began to be 
known, a certain candidate for the Governorship 
of the State of New York said to himself, ** Gen- 
eral McClellan is gone; but there is a little chance 
for me if I can get something to show that both 
these candidates are for war.’? [lence, upon the 
State rights idea, the chairman of the New York 


State central committee writes a letter to the ex- || 


cellent gentleman who stands number two on the 
Chicago platform ticket, and thereto he receives 
a reply containing a larger gun of war than the 
famous letter of the ancient Napoleon; some peo- 


le call him the modern Napoleon, but 1 call him 
' ’ | 
the ancient one, for a deader man,a more deeply | 


buried man than the former favorite of the sol- 
diers is not to be found. 

Jefferson Davisand Governor Brown do not seem 
to believe in the idea of homogeneity. They are 
quarreling with each other over the doctrine. ‘The 


\| idea which Governor Brown and the gentleman 
| from New York [Mr. Brooxs]seem to have of a 


strong Government is that it shall not be homo- 


geneous, but that there shall be kept up qn eternal | 
cause of all our || 
We had an antagonism of words for | 


antagonism. is the 
troubles, 
a while. Now treason has brought that antago- 


nism to the cannon’s mouth, and the lover of his 


Sir, that 


country swears that treason must * perish by the || 


sword, because it has taken up the sword.’’ 
Perhaps I ought to ask, on this question of 
homogeneity, why it was that these two kinds of 
principles were enunciated at the Chicago con- 
vention. ‘The leaders of the party, the able men, 
the sincere and eloquent men who believed that 
homogeneity was not a principle of strength in 
the Government, were shrewd enough to know 
that in order to get the votes of both wings of the 
Democratic party they must have a war plank 
and a peace plank. ‘They knew that the peace 
plank would certainly carry all the peace men. 
Then they must havea litle thunder, a little war, 
a little flag, some stars glittering on their banner, 
with which to go to the American soldier for his 
vote. HElence they get up these two propositions, 
They were not quite so successful, however, in 
curing their patients of the malady of Umon- 


| * Whata beautiful bird itis,’ but when it backed 


j 
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| party, hung up over the bedside of that great old 


party not one hat but two hats, 


And then they 


mixed up a mess of partisanship, and, after dosn 


\ 
| their followers with that, they thought they woul 


change the recipe a little. They would look apon 
both hats, aad, lying supinelyand nicely on their 
bed, they would jump up on election dag and 


| cheer and hurrah for the success of the great Dem- 


ocratic party. Sir, the medicine failed. Why? 
Because there existed still, as | say there ever will 
exist in this country, far down in the hearts of 
the American people, the love of the Union which 
is greater than the love of party. 

But, sir, men tell us sometimes that this is an 
abolition war, a Republican war. Sir, | tell you 


| thatif this were nothing but an abolition or Re- 


| 


| lost forever. 


publican war, if this war had to depend upon our 
party alone, we would have gone under as a na- 
tion; we would have been submerged, lost, and 
But, sir, there are noble men in that 


| old Democratic party who will sull, when you 


touch their love of country, * rally round the 


| flag;”? and they did it in this case. Sir, partisan 





| fruits which the want of it brings. 


effort failed of its purpose and of the effectit was 
designed to have. 

We want ** homogeneity” asa nation, Those 
who do not wish it as a party are welcome to the 
The leaders 
of the Chicago peace party thought that conven- 
tion was to be ie cradle of anew-born child, and 


| agreatorganization,and supposed thateverything 


was going right; but when the winds of October 
and November came, they shook the bough upon 
which it hung, and, | was going to say, ‘* down 
came baby and cradle and all.”’ [Laugtter.}] We 


| want the homogeneity of ee and not of 


treason; of Unionism, and not of disseveration; 
that of geographical and social attachment, and 
not of physical disintegration and governmental 


| antagonism. And, sir, after having attained that, 


we will take care of the defenders of the nation. 
I wasa little amused at that same Chicago plat- 
form when it declared, in glowing terms, sympa- 
thy with the soldiers of the nation. ‘ When we 
get the power,”’ said the members of that con- 


| vention, ** we will see that the soldiers are re- 


ism, and infecting them with the disease of State | 


rights, as an Irishman was whom I once heard 
of. He sawa friend of his in the street one day 
wheezing, coughing, and sneezing, justas a great 
many people did atter the election. Suid he to 
him, ** Jimmy, you have avery bad cold.”’ * Yes, 
Jake,’ said he, ** a very large cowld.”’ ** And 
{ can tell you a first-rate cure,”’ said the other. 


©] wish you would, for | have been using expec- | 


torants, and Holloway’s pills, and cough candies, 


| and such things,and | cannot afford them,’’ said 


Jimmy. * Just follow my directions. ‘Take about | 
a gallon of first-rate whisky—not any of the | 


tanglefoot article. Put itina poton the fire, and 
let it boil agood while. After you boil it for an 
hour or so put in a little sugar and a tablespoon- 
ful of water; not a drop more, or you'll spoil 
the mixture. After you’ve got it boiled down to 


half a gallon, put it in a botile by your bedside. | 


Take your hat off and hang itupon the bed-post, 
Then commence drinking the whisky and looking 
at the hat, and looking at the hatand drinking the 
whisky till you see two hats, and you’re a sound 
man.’’ (Laughter.] 

Sir, you will allow me to change the illustra- 
tion of the anecdote—** to pote the moral and 
adorn the tale.’? These gentlemen, expecung to 
get the votes of all Union lovers in the Democratie 


° z 2 iis - ; 
when it came at him head-foremost he cricd out || party and the votes of the peace men in the same 


} by him and support him. 





| 


warded.”? Oh, cheap promise! ‘* When they 
get the power!’’ 1 met a man on the streeta few 
days before | came here, and he said, ‘* Well, 
you used us up at the last election.”? “I think 
that we did,’’ L replied. ‘* But just wait,”’ said 
he, ‘until 1868.’? Was not that a consolation ? 
Oh! how sweetly we turn back to old memories, 
and how fondly hope looks forward to future 
party triumphs. 

Sir, | ask this House who will take care of the 
defenders of the nation? Is it those who on every 
occasion, in every legislative assembly, by every 
judicial and executive power, obstruct the effort 
to grant to the soldiers the exercise of the right of 
suffrage? Can the soldiers justly look to such a 
party for aid, for sympathy, for reward? Now, 
Mr. Chairman, there ts, | understand, one very 


| troublesome question to be agitated in this House, 


and that is with reference to increasing the sala- 
ries of clerks in the Departments. I donot know 
whether | ought to commit myself on that ques- 
tion, but a man who may never come back here 
can talk pretty independently on these matters. 


|| Sir, if our party does what is right, | should be 
| in favor of a very large increase of the salaries of 


those clerks, for [desire that those places shall 
be oceupied by the brave men who have stood in 
the forefront of the batue, until a shattered arm 
or an amputated leg has qualified them for the po- 
sition. Sir,if sucha measure were adopted there 
is no extent to which this House would not be 
sustained in voting for an increase of these sal- 
aries. I merely allude to this incidentally, and 
to say that in such a way can we show our sym- 
pathy for the soldier and our disposition te stand 
1 mean, sir, by rec- 
ommending him in preference to all others for 
these places and positions, and then paying him 
well for his time, talents, and labor. And, sir, 


| we must take care—and | think the honorable 


gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Spatpine] yesterday 
announced this position—we must take care of 
the soldiers’ orphan children, and of their widowed 
mothers. This isthe duty of this House, and by 
measures to that end we can, as a party, show 


| our sympathy for the defenders of our flag. 


Do you tell me to be kind, to be lenient, to be 


| merciful to those traitora in arms who have de- 
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stroyed the lives of thousands and tens of thou- 
ome of our patriotic fellow citizens ? Sir, look 
at our prisoners as they return from the South, 
with nothing upon their persons but the skin that 
covers their bones, and that pierced by the cruelty 
of slavery and of treason. Do you tell me to be 
kind to men who engage in such amusements as 
dragging the corpses of our soldiers from their 
graves, and afterward ornamenting their fiendish 
fingers by trinkets made from the bones of Union | 
men? Do you tell me to be tolerant toward such | 
fiends as these? Oh! sir, no wonder that John 

Wesley said that slavery is the *‘sum of all vil- | 
lainies.’”” No wonder that Senator Sumner grew | 
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_perhead.’’ Look at that other young man; ask 


||} went down on board the Cumberland; the winds 
| of the ocean sang the requiem of his death.” | 
|| There is another youth, and let us ask where is | 


as he answers, ** My father, sir! I have not heard 
of my father since 1864, and then I was a child; 
they tell me, however, that my father was a cop- 


him where his father is? See how his eyes 
sparkle. ‘* They tell me,”’ he replies, ** my father 


his father. He replies, ‘‘ My father was with || 
the legions of liberty on the 3d day of July, at || 


_ the battle of Gettysburg, there, where the Union | 


eloquent when talking of its barbarity. And no || 


wonder thatthe American people have determined | 
that it shall die. 


Yes, sir, we must take care of the defenders of || 


the nation. Sir, I suppose that the honorable | 


gentleman from New York, and many of those on || 


the other side who agree with him, ought to have 
knowledge of many a case, presented by the | 
correspondence received at their desks from day | 


| Ask another where his father is. 


soldiers, undera Pennsylvania leader, vanquished || 
the hosts of slavery, there my father was killed, | 
and now lies buried in the national cemetery.”’ 
‘© My father, 


| sir, in 1863, was with the western army under | 


| ing down upon the legions of the Union, as He 


to day; and, sir, when we visit those hospitals || 


where we are called from time to time in the dis- 
charge of our duty to our constituents, we see the 
brave men who have periled all in defense of 
their country, and whom we are bound to defend | 


by our legislation, sincerely, honestly, truly— || 


not by whining, hypocritical declarations, as was 
done, I fear, by the Chicago convention, Sir, 
why did not the honorable gentleman from New 
York have some tears to shed over the sufferings 
of our brave soldiers? Why should we have 
lamentations and funeral panegyrics over that old | 
institution of slavery, which, if not dead, is, like | 
error wounded, ‘* writhing in pain, and dying 
amid its worshipers ?”’ 


weep over. 
tle-field of Gettysburg they might have seen the | 
case of a young man who had left the home of 
his mother when the war began, he, too, her only 
support, sending her ten dollars per month in what 


when laid upon his couch and carried to the hos- | 
pital, though his cheek had never blanched before, | 
though a tear had not coursed down his face— | 
who ever hears a Union soldier complain ?—yet 
when the surgeon said that he could live no 
longer, thinking of his widowed mother, tears 
coursed down his cheeks, and rising on his pallet 
bed exclaimed: ‘* Who will take care of mother 
now?” The Christian commission, by its agent, 
was there to tell him what honorable gentlemen 
ought to tell him, what this House ought to tell 
him, and what the Union party does tell, that 
**God and a grateful country will take care of 
your mother now.”’? That is the duty of our 
party. Such is the duty of this House. 

Shall we look.to the future? I should like to 
paint a picture of a few years tocome. Let me 
advert to one thing, however, before I come to 


onism that the Governor of New York, after his 
party said that they sympathized with the sol- 
diers, went to the field and there by fraudulent 
ballot-boxes attempted to defraud them of the 
right of suffrage? Was that nota glorious pun- 
ishment of Donahoe and Ferry?) They were im- 
prisoned for life. 1 hope that they will live for a 
hundred years. I hope when the soldier’s child 
stands up in the mother’s parlorand asks ** What 
picture is that?’’ he will be told ** Thatis the pic- 
ture of Donahoe and Ferry, the miserable miscre- 
ants who were in favor of the Chicago platform 
and in favor of cheating the soldier out of his 
vote.”” I want them to live a hundred years. It 
is a glorious sentence. It isa good thing to speak 
about. Lt will afford fourth-of-July orations to 
theend of time. Our children and our children’s 
children will talk about Donahoe and Ferry, and 
they will know to which party Donahoe and Ferry 
belonged. 


| children. Ah, do not the members of this House 
|, many of them regret that they will at least have 
|| not served as you have who occupy that chair? 
| (Mr. Garriecp in the chair. ] 


| cannot say that we have fought the battles of our 


| House a little longer in showing the absurdity of 


| homogeneous. Now, whetherthe gentleman from 
| New York shall remain in this House for years 
some gentlemen call the depreciated currency of the || 
country, he upon that battle-field was shot down, || 
that shot coming from rebel hands and rebel guns, || 


| 


j 


our children, when they come around our graves, 
Sir, Lhope gentlemen will take other cases to || 
Going to the hospital near the bat- || 








Sir, there is to be a future of ofr country,a 
future more grand and more glorious than any- 
thing we have yet had, and 1 wish that all of us 
might live fifieen, twenty, or thirty years longer. 
Then when walking along our streets, let us ask 
that young man a question: ‘* Where, young || 
man,is your father?’? See him hesitate and scowl || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
that. Did it belong to this doctrine of homo- 
geneity, did it belong to the doctrine of antag- 


the gallant Hooker, and with the rest of them | 
went up, and on, and up still to Lookout mount- | 
ains, and there, above the clouds, with God look- 


was inclosed in clouds when He gave the law to 
Moses, so the army of freedom was enveloped by | 
the clouds when it gave forth the law of liberty 
by the thtunders of its artillery. There, sir, my 
father died—upon that mountain top; and I thank 
God he did his duty.’? Thatis the way the Union || 
men will speak in after days. You write an epi- 
taph upon your grave-stone, which, after your 
death, will sound sweetly to the ears of your 





The fathers 
among us will have to regret that our children 
country. Ah, but when we are gone will not 


be able to say ‘* Our father loved his country?” 
Mr. Chairman, I would like to trouble the 





this doctrine that it is best for a nation not to be 


to come or not; whoever, even of those whom 
the storm of Unionism may have swept away for 
the while, shall come back here, four, six, or ten 
years hence, will have learned this lesson from 
the people at least, that our people are homoge- 
neous in this, that treason a the 
same thing now—must die, because they have 
attempted the life of the nation. And when the 
cause of the present evil shall have been done 
away with the nation will goon and prosper and 
be still more prosperous, and then they will hear 
no more from able and eloquent statesmen of the 





_absurd ideas of State rights, and that a want of 


homogeneity, a want of unity of purpose, and | 
a want of unity of thought and action, is the 
strength of the nation. 

Mr. ROSS. I had flattered myself that after 


| the assembling of this session of Congress we 


would be able calmly and dispassionately to ex- 
amine and investigate the great questions which 
are now agitating and distracting the public mind 
of the nation. I regret very much the temper 
and spirit with which the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. A. Myers] has seen fit 
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to entertain this House. I believe that gentle- 
man and one other, the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] are the only two who 
have seen fit to allude to certain individuals who 
were defeated in the late canvass, and to bring 
forward the old dead issues which were discussed 
in the late political campaign. 

I say, sir, I flattered myself we would come 
together in such a temper and spirit that we would 
respond in some degree to the expectations of 
our constituents by aiming to give peace and 
harmony and prosperity again to this distracted 
country. But the gentleman has chosen a differ- 
ent line of argument. He has seen fit to allude 
to the action of a certain political party in their 
national convention at Chicago. He has, in my 


| judgment, given a very wrong and improper con- 


struction as to the true theory of the Government 
itself. Ee ignores any rights in the States of this | 
Union. I know it is becoming a favorite theory 
with gentlemen upon that side of the House that 
the States of this Union have no rights, but that 
we are a consolidated Government. 
Sir, such a theory is not sustained by the history || 
of thiscountry. These States were sovereignand || 
independent, butthey surrendered certain portions || 


December: 20, 


of their powers and rights to the General Govern. 
ment, and the General Government is paramount 
and supreme to the extent of sueh* delegated 


| powers, while all the powers not conferred upon 


the General Government by the sovereign States 


'| themselves, are held and maintained by the States 
/ and the people respectively. So jealous were our 


fathers in framing the Constitution that they pro- 
vided a limit to the extent to which the Genera] 
Government might be permitted to go in the exer- 
cise of its functions. 

Then, I take it, it cannot be successfully con- 
troverted that those powers not conferred on the 
General Government still remain in the States and 
in the people of this Union. ‘There is nothing 


|| wrong in the formation of the Government. The 


ills which now surround our once glorious and 
happy country do not grow out of any inherent 
defect in the organic law under which we live, 
The Constitution of the country is all right; it is 
a perversion of the great principles of the Con- 


| stitution that has brought on the difficulties which 


now surround and discompose this once glorious 


| and happy country. 


I say that the General Government is limited in 
its powers. Let the General Governmentexercise 
only those powers which are delegated to it, and, 
sirs, there will be no collision between the Fed- 
eral Government and the respective States of the 
Union; we may go on, as we have done for sev- 
enty-five years past, the States revolving around 
the Union as a common center, without collision 
or conflict, and no State will ever desire to sever 
its connection with the General Government. 

Why, sir, it was one of my boyhood’s fancies 
that I would live to see the day when we would 


| have an ocean-bound Republic. The idea that the 
|| character of our Government endangers its per- 


petuity is not true, if the Government is properly 
administered. We may take in Canada,and Cuba, 
and South America, and the islands of the sea, and 
they may harmoniously revolve with the States 
around the common center without any more dan- 
ger of collision and conflict than there is in the 
solar system itself, if the Government is properly 
administered. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania has seen fit 
to allude to the action of the Chicaga convention, 
and very unjustly too. The Chicago convention 
did not resolve that the war had been a failure. 
What they did resolve was the simple truth that 
must be admitted and acknowledged by every 
gentleman upon the Republican side of the House, 
and that was that the war had proved a failure to 
restore the Union. That is what they said, and all 
they said. I should like to see any gentleman 
controvert satisfactorily the position there laid 
down by the Chicago convention that this war 
had proved a failure for the purpose of restoring 
the Union. No such thing has ever been done. 

The gentleman speaks of the extraordinary love 
that he has for the soldier, and says that our pre- 
tenses of love for the soldier are hypocritical. [ 
would call the attention of the committee and of 
the country to the action of this body at its last 
session upon some of these points. When I made 


| a personal appeal to the chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs to permit me to intro- 
duce a proposition to amend a bill reported by 
him, increasing the compensation of soldiers up 
to twenty dollars a month, he refused to give me 
that privilege, but called the previous question, 
and the Republican majority sustained that call, 
thereby cutting off either amendment or debate 
upon the subject. 

These men who love the soldier so well, as they 
tell you, will permit him to undergo the fatigues 
and hardships of camp life for the paltry sum of 
fifty-three and one third cents a day; and when 
we upon our side of the House asked’ that that 
compensation should be increased to at last half 
what the soldiers might get for ordinary labor at 
home, the majority upon the other side refused to 
permit us to make any such motion, or to entertain 
the proposition. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will my colleague 
allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. ROSS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I want to ask him if 
he ever voted for an appropriation bill to pay the 
soldiers? 

Mr. ROSS. I will answer that question. I 
have uniformly voted for every appropriation that 
has come up to pay the soldiers of the Army, un- 
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less it has been coupled with something so objec- 
tionable and obnoxious that I could not vote for it. | 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I want to know if my 
colleague has voted for a single appropriation bill 
for the Army—to provide means for paying the | 
Army? 

Mr. ROSS. Ihave never voted for any appro- 
priation for freedmen, or for putting the negro 
upon an equality with the white man in the ranks. 
Agaiust ali such measures | have voted; but I will 
tell my colleague, as he is one of the Committee 
on Military Aifairs, thatif he will introduce a bill, 
naked and alone, to increase the pay of soldiers, 
he will find no man in this House who will give 
it a more ardent support than I will. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. [understand the gen- 
tleman to take the ground that the war is a failure, | 
and that our soldiers are engaged in prosecuting | 
an unholy and unjust and unconstitutional war. 

{ understand that he never voted for an appropria- 

tion bill to provide means for paying the soldiers, | 
It is true that he did upon one occasion offer an 

amendment or resolution to increase the pay of || 
the soldiers to twenty or thirty dollars a month. || 
The purpose of the gentleman in that proceeding 

is, itseems to me, veryapparent. If the gentle- 

man is opposed to the war, and thinks that the | 
soldier is engaged in an unholy, unjust, and un- 
constitutional war—‘‘a hellish crusade against 
liberty,’’ as it has been denominated by some 
members on the other side—can he be justly re- 
garded as a friend of the soldier who is engaged 
in the war? I think thatthe gentleman’sconstit- || 
uents and mine well understand our relative posi- || 
tions. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman as- 
sumes too much when he says that I have ever 
declared that this wasan unholy, an unrighteous, 
or anunjust war. I havenever, at home orabroad, || 
enunciated any such doctrine. I have said that, 
in my humble judgment, if this Government had | 
been properly administered this bitter cup might 
have been turned from our lips, and we might not 
have been required to drain it to the very dregs. 
Such is my judgment in regard to this matter. 
But | am the last man, with one hundred and fifty 
or two hundred thousand of our gallant Illinois | 
soldiers in the field, to turn my back upon them. || 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 1 want to ask my | 
colleague how he voted on the bill reported last | 
session from the Committee on Military Afiairs, | 
for the speedy punishment of those infernal ras- 
cals known as guerrillas, who shoot our soldiers 
in the back as they are dragging their weary and | 
blood-stained feet to the hospitals in the rear. 
Did my colleague vote for that bill or against it? 

Mr. ROSS. The gentleman seems desirous of | 
breaking the thread of my discussion, but I will 
tell him 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Not at all; but you 
are on the question of the soldier. 

Mr. ROSS. The billintroduced for the purpose 
of giving to the commanders of petty posts, per- 
haps not above the yrade of lieutenant, the au- 
thority to execute men called ‘* guerrillas,’’ I did | 
vote against, and I would vote against it again, 
because all that was necessary, even without its 
passage, was to report to the authorities at Wash- 
ington, and thus geta confirmation of the sentence. 
What kind of war would we have if that policy 
were to be pursued? There would be a system 
of vengeance and retaliation in both armies. The | 
war would become a ten-fold more cruel and 
bloody war than itnow is. Consequently I voted | 
againstthat bill. ButI have voted for the soldier. 
I have voted to increase his pay: and I have ap- 
pealed to members of this House to increase his 
pay. And Il ask the honorable gentleman from 
illinois [Mr. Farnswortu] how he will explain 
to his constituents why, when I proposed to in- 
crease the soldiers’ pay twenty per cent. he voted || 
to sustain the previous question, thereby keeping 
one hundred and fifty thousand Illinois men in the | 
field on fifty-three and a third cents a day, while 
their wages are worth from one dollar and a half 
to two dollars a dey at home? J want my col- 
league to answer this to his constituents at home. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Does my colleague 
desire an answer to it now? 

Mr. ROSS.., | do not propose that you shall || 
make a speech now. \| 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I am willing to an- | 
swer that now. I was one of those who voted || 
for and advocated the payment to our soldiers of | 
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| paid too little. 
| ment on earth that pays its soldiers half as well 
| as the Government of the United States pays its 


| Government of the United States does. 
| like it, 


all that they could be paid with the means at the 
disposal of the Government. 1 always voted for 
appropriation bills to provide means to pay the 
soldier. I voted fortax bills. LI voted for every 
revenue bill to provide means for carrying on this 
war. 

My colleague complains that the soldiers are 
Why, sir, there is not a Govern- 


soldier. There is not a Government on earth 
that feeds or clothes its soldters so well as the 
Nothing 
Our soldiers now get sixteen dollars a 
month, their clothing, and rations. You cannot 
find any other Government on the face of the earth 
that pays its soldiers ten dollars a month, with 
rations and clothing. 

Mr. ROSS. ‘Then I understand this matter 
differently from my colleague, and I will leave 
him to settle it with his constituents. Hethinks 
that the pay of the soldier is high enough; that 
we have gone ahead of all other Governments in 
that respect. He is willing to say to one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand Iilinoisans in the field, 
who, if at home, could command from one dollar 
and fifty cents to two dollars aday for farm labor, 
that they shail stay in the service, and bear the 
trials and hardships of camp life for fifty-three 
and one third cents per day. ‘That is what my 
honorable colleague says to his constituency. 
For my part, sir, I think that the noble boys in 


| the field, who are bearing the toils and hardships 


of war, are entitled to at least as much compen- 


| Sation as they would receive for ordinary labor 


at home. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
way to his colleague? 
Mr. ROSS. If he wants to ask me a question, 
I will give way. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have served with 
our soldiers for nearly two years in the field 
Mr. ROSS. Ido not propose to give way for 


Mr. Chairman—— 
Will the gentleman give 





| the gentleman to make a speech. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. I propose to premise 
my question by a few words. 

Mr. ROSS. I cannot yield to the gentleman, 
except to ask briefly a question. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Well, [ want to ask 
my colleague whether any Illinois soldiers have 
ever complained to him of the lack of sufficient 

ay? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Of twelve 


thousand from my district not one has ever made | 


any such complaint. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I have never in my 
life received a letter from a soldier complaining in 
regard to the insufficiency of his pay. 

Mr. ROSS. I suppose that the reason why the 


| gentleman has not received any application from 
| soldiers for increase of pay is, that the soldiers 


have understood that he is opposed to such in- 


crease. I have received such letters in abundance | 


from my constituents, asking that they should at 
least be allowed such pay as will enable them to 
send home to their wives and children a small 


pittance to keep them from becoming objects of | 


charity. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Why did not my col- || 


league have those letters or petitions referred to | 


the Committee on Military Affairs? We never 
saw any of them. 

Mr. ROSS. I showed one of those 
the honorable. gentleman last winter and he turned 
me off very coolly. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. The truth is these 
complaints come from the men who oppose the 
war; they come from thosé of the party repre- 


sented on the other side of the House who have || 


resolved upon everything that can embarrass the 
Government, prevent the success of the Army, 
and throw obstacles in the way of the prosecu- 
tion of the war. 

Mr. ROSS. I think, sir, that the meager pay 
of the soldier is manifestly unjust. I have little 
faith in loud professions of love for the soldier, 
when those who make them refuse to allow him 


enough pay to sustain his wife and children at | 


home, so that they are left naked and starving. 
But they did increase the pay of the soldier! 
They increased it by the extraordinarily munifi- 
cent sum of ten centsa day! Mr. Chairman, | 
think that the appellation that was formerly ap- 
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plied to Mr. Buchanan, when he wasacandidate 
for the presidency, might with propriety be - 
plied to the other side of the House; they might 
be called the **ten cent’ party. ‘They actually, in 
their munificence, increased the pay of the soldier 
ten cents a day—enough to buy a quarter of a 
yard of common calico, or a quarter of a yard of 
brown domestic muslin, to assist in clothing his 
wife and little ones at home. This is the love 
that these men have shown toward the soldiers 
in our Army. 

1 will tell you another thing that was done at 
the last session. Wepassed through this House 
a billintroduced by the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, to increase the pay of the pensioner toeleven 
dollarsamonth. Ithad been eight dollars before. 
Asalithe necessaries of life had been raised in price 
by the war, we thought that increase Inthe amount 
of pension wasdemanded. [knew thatin Hlinots 
widows and orphans of our soldiers who had failen 
in battle had in some instances become objects of 
charity in the neighborhood where they lived. I 
was not willing that they should be so regarded. 
We passed in this House a bill to inerense the 
amount of pension to eleven dollars a month, 
When that bill went to the Senate, that body by 
a majority vote—a party vote—struck out the pro- 
vision for eleven dollars a month and reduced the 
amounttoeightdollarsamonth. ‘This House, by 
amajority vote,concurred inthatamendment. By 
this circumstance the armless aud legless soldiers 

throughout the country, and the widows and or- 
phans of soldiers who have died in the service, may 
know and understand the reason why they do not 
reteleven dollarsa month instead of eightdollars a 
month. It is because the party in power In this 
House so voted and determined. 

But, sir, the Senate made another amendment 
to that bill, You know, sir, that,as our law pre- 
viously stood, the widow of a soldier, in order to 
draw her pay and pension, was obliged to pro- 
duce a certificate of record to establish the factof 
her marriage. There have been hanging in the 
Department hundreds of applications of widows 
who, because they were married in the rebellious 

| States, or for some other reason, found it incon- 
venient or impossible to get acertificate, and who 
therefore cannot get a pension. 

But this House and the Senate last winter pro- 
posed.a new plan, which was, that persons living 
together as husband and wife for the space of two 

| years should be entitled to a life pension under 
the pension act. That was to be considered es 
prima facie evidence of marriage. Strange to tell, 
they did notapply that beneficent privilege to the 
|| white woman; but a black woman who proved 
|| that she had lived with a negro two years is 
] placed upon a higher and more lofty position than 
|| the white women of this country, because the one 
|} can get a pension on such evidence, and the other 
| is compelled to have record evidence, It is the 
|| ground agreed upon by the Senate and the House 
|| of Representatives. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not in accordance with my 
feelings to indulge in the discussion of these old 
questions which have passed into history. Asa 
|| Representative of the people in Congress, I should 
have never alluded to them if other gentlemen had 
not brought them up. The great practical ques- 
tion which the people are desirous their Repre- 
sentatives should act on, is that in some way we 
| should have a restored and united Government, 
|| [am not one of those who believe that there is 

any necessary conflict in the institutions of this 

country. I know the doctrine has been enun- 
ciated by distinguished men, that there was an 
irrepressible conflict in the institutions of this 
country. I say, sir, that it is a slander upon the 
|| patriot fathers who framed and molded those in- 
stitutions. They did not make them as temporary 
experiments of government. ‘They made them 
to last and endure as long as water ran and grass 
grew. They did notimagine that they were form- 
ing a Government which, in the firstcentury, was 
| to totter to itsfall. Isay that itis a slander upon 
| our fathers. It is a base calumny upon the Gov- 
| ernment to say that there is any irrepressible con- 
flict or collision in our institutions. ‘This Gov- 
ernment may go on, and go on till time shall be 
|| no more, without collision or conflict, if we confine 
ourselves within the legitimate jurisdiction of the 

Government itself. ‘There is the trouble. 

Mr. Chairman, the question of slavery wae not 
\| one of those which were delegated by the States 
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Congress has not that power, that 
power having been reserve d to the Suates the m- 


moive f cho sat od here as the apologist for 
@lavery. | recognize the sounduess of the doctrine 
enunciated ry Stephen A.D suglas, when he said 
that he did not care whether Congresa voted 
slavery up ordown, tor the reason that itis nome 
of our business When we govern ourseives in 


Lilimois, we are content. We have no right to at- 
tempt to control the domestic institutions of Ken- 
tucky and Missouri. ‘That is a sovereign right 


which they have never surrendered to the General || 


Government. 

[ ask you, Mr. Chairman, and the honorable 
members of this Louse, whether we had not bette: 
content ourse!|ves with standing by the Govern- 
ment ag it cun 


We ree ognize t 


right ta control and manage its own domestic in- 


trom the hands of our tathers? 
eprimnetple thateach State has the 
Silutions in ttisaowna way. 
back to the fandamental prineiples of our fathers, 
under which we prospered and flourished for the 
last seventy-five years ltisas 


Itis not hardto get 


allending to ourown DUBIN 8, snd let mgevery 


one elge alone, Liat is all. Wien you narrow 
down the contest, iteomes to this, that each State 
shall attend to ite own affurs, and leave those 
of others alone. I submit to the consideration of 
the HLlouse whether it is not better to so determ- 


ine. 
We are engaged in one of the 

nary wars the world 

ume that we shouldate 


moste xtraordi- 
Is it nota 
mptto coneiiiate and har- 
country? | 
believe that there may be reconciliation, and that 
we may grow hapry 
past, ' 


ever sererni, 


monize the public sentiment of the 
ind prosperous as in years 

It is the 
,and | shall do all | 
o desirable a result. 


Such is the desire of my heart. 
great object | have in view 
can to bring about s 

A time of civil war is no time in which to change 
the institutions of this country. I know that al 
terations of the Constitution are urged, This is 
Let us stand 
by our Government as our fathers made it. Let 
us abide by the Constitution as iteame from their 
hands. Why, 1 would as soon trust Washing- 
ton, and Jefferson, and Adams, and Franklin, as | 
would the distinguished gentlemen of this House, 
for whom | have so high a regard, And I sub- 
mit to the House whether it is not better that we 
should attempt, by some conciliating means, to 
restore this Government. Ll know gentlemen tell 
us ** You talk about compromise 


no ume to change our organic law, 


. We are opposed 


. . 
imine question ot 


to compromise.’’ Now,! want you to think a little | 


about that, as calm and candid men. You say 
ie are OP prose d to compromise, Do hot you 

now that this Government was founded on com- 
promises? Do not you know that this Govern- 
ment could never have been formed except by 
compromise? Washington, and Jefferson, and 
Madison, and Franklin, and their illustrious com- 
peers were notafraid of compromise, They were 
men who were willing to compromise, The Gov- 
ernment was notonly made by compromises, but 
it has been maimtained by compromise from that 
day to this. 

in 1833, when there was danger of a collision 
in this country, you know the action of Henry 
Clay, the idol of his party at that day. He came 
forward and proposed to reduce the tariff to 
twenty per cent. asa peace offering. You recol- 
leet that in 1820, when the Missouri question was 
distracting this country, Henry Clay came in 
with his compromise and peace nensures, extend- 
ing the line of 36° 30’ to the Pacific ocean. 

ir. FARNSWORTH. 1 desire to ask my 

colleague what kind of a compromise he would 
propose, which would lead in his opinion toa 
restoration of the Union. | have failed to ascer- 
tain from him or from anybody else the sort of 
compromise which will answer. 

Mr. ROSS. [am wedded to no particular plan. 
W hat I desire is a restoration of the Government, 
and I will tell the gentleman what I beheve | would 


do. I believe | would ask an armistice and a na- | 


tional convention with a view to settling our diffi- 


culties, and in my judgment the people of this | 


country never would permit that national conven- 
tion to adjourn until they had agreed upon peace 
and a restored Union. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. If my colleague were 
a member of that convention what sortof a basis 
would he propose by way of compromise? 
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tution, the old Union, the old flag, and the old 
Democratic party to administer it. | La izhter.] 
Mr. FARNSWORTH They had allthat when 
they wentout. ‘hey bad the whole of that un- 
der Buchanan. ; 
Mr. VOORHEES. I object to further interup- 


ti 
th 


Mr. ROSS. Iam not disposed to experiment 
in this matter a great deal. We got along very 


| well for seventy-five years, and I do not want a 
| better condition of things than we had then. We 
had peace, nationality, and such an extent of || 
| prosperity as never before blessed any nation. We | 


astonished ourselves at the magnitude of our 
prosperity. 

Now, what is the use of throwing all that 
away by experiment? What is the use of at- 
tempting to better a condition of things already 
( Daniel Webster, I think it was, 
best to let well enough alone, 


FARNSWORTH. Did 


vood enough? 
said il was 


Mr. 
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not the rebels | 


have the old Constitution, the old flag, and the | 


old Democratic party in power? 

Mr. VOORHEES. 1 object to interruption. 

Mr. ROSS. And the trouble is that you turned 
them out. We had peace and prosperity all over 
this country during the reign of the Democratic 
party. ‘They had the seins of this Government 
for sixty years, and we never infringed upon the 
‘ Our name was respected at 
home and abroad, upon land and sea. Wherever 
our-flug took our citizens, their rights were re- 
spected. When these gentlemen made an on- 
slanght upon the Democratic party on account of 


the Mexican war we did not imprison any of 


them, or stop their presses; but gave them the 


| right of the writ of habeas corpus. And l propose 


i of this civil 





to extend that right to them again when we get 
What we want now ts 
the restored flag, the old Union, the old nation- 
ality. 

1 know those gentlemen tell us all the time there 
can be no compromise made. Ihave heard it said 


into power once more. 


upon every street corner that if you would give | 


the rebels a sheet of blank paper, and let them 
write out the terms of peace, they would not write 
any terms except those of absolute independence. 

Now, sir, | want it distinctly understoood that 
[ never have been in favor of a division of this 
Government, and Lam not now. I want the whole 
Union—every part of it. But l would rather have 
it by compromise than by fighting. Il would 
rather have restored peace and union by compro- 
mise than by war. 

Gentlemen know very well the danger which 
we are all the time incurring by the prosecution 
war, 


World do not love us. Some people thought it 


| strange that they should take the side of the South, 


but there was nothing strange about it. They 
took the side of the South because the South was 
the weakest; and whenever we are the weakest 
they will take our side, They want us destroyed 


| and to see this Government used up. 


Well, now, we have run a great many narrow 
risks since this war commenced of complications 
with foreign Governments. We have been on the 
very eve of such difficulues all the time. 


The despousms of the Old | 


lL ask | 


gentiemen if itwould not be betterto do as Wash- | 
ington and Jefferson and Madison and Jackson | 


and Clay and Webster and all those great men 
did, and say that we are not too great to compro- 
mise. ‘They were not too great to compromise; 
they were willing to compromise; they compro- 


| mised in making the Government, and in uphold- | 


Mr. ROSS. I would propose the old Consti- || 


ing and maintaining it. 

Gentlemen asked, ** whatdo you want?”’? I want 
whatever is right and fair, and | want a national 
convention of honest men to determine what is 
rightand fair. | think we have been in some 
degree, perhaps, in the wrong. 
from Pennsylvania says that you cannot pointto 
anything that the South had a right to complain 


The gentleman | 


of. Lask if they had no right to complain of the | 
violation of the principle of the fugitive slave law. | 
It was a constitutional provision and was the law | 


of the land. j 
** personal liberty bills’? in New England by which 
they confined persons in prison who undertook 
to carry out that law and attorneys who would 


But you know that they passed | 


take the cases of those men who attempted to re- | 


cover fugitive slaves. | ask if there is no cause 
of complaint in that. 


things might be settled. 


I think there is; and these | 


| Suppose we make the proposition, 
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lam willugg to let them have their institution 
of slavery until they get tired of it. I do not want 
itin Hlimois, but I take it that it 1s the right of 
each State in the Union to have and maintain sla 
very if they desire it. When you strike down 
this right you violate the principle of the Govern. 
ment, which is that the States shall have the right 
to determine for themselves the kind of institu- 
tions they will have. 

Now, what objection can there be to having a 
national convention? Gentlemen tell us that we 
cannot get peace from the South by such means, 
Well, what hurt will it do to make an offer of it? 
You know 
that a great many men think differently on the 
subject. [have thought at times that the reason 
why you did not makeany propositions of peace 
with a restored Union was that you were afraid 
they would be accepted. Thatis my theory; | 
hope | am mistaken. 

Now, | am not disposed to give up this Gov- 
ernment any more than you are. It is my Govy- 
ernment; [ intend to maintain it in every way J] 


/can; but I submit to you in all candor if we can- 
| not do it better by compromise than by fighting, 


| Service to us. 


W hat use will this southern country be to us after 
our armies have conquered it? We must have 
the consent of the people before it will be of any 
Your bill which provides for the 


| appointment of governors and other officers there 
| isin violation of the principle of our Government. 
| The principle on which our Governmentis founded 


is the consent of the governed. You must have 
the hearts and affections of the people or you can- 
not maintain a Governmentlike this. Wesetout 


on the hypothesis that we could maintain a Gov- 
/ ernment here without any great standing army or 





_enty-five years. 


powerful navy. It worked beautifully for sev- 
We did not tax the people as 
they doin the despotisms of the Old World to keep 
up a large standing army andanavy. The people 
loved the Government. ‘They did not require an 
army to keep them in subjection. When you 
have to force the people to remain under the gov- 
ernment, you must have a large army and navy, 
which necessarily involves great expenditures of 
money and high taxes. 

I submit to you, Mr. Chairman, whether we 
ought not now to fail back on common sense and 
on the principles of the Government as our fa- 
thers madeit. Let us settle with these men in the 
South if we can do it on honorable and fair terms 
‘Then we will not have cause to be afraid of for- 
eign intervention. lL want to maintain the old 
Monroe doctrine which has grown obsolete since 
the present Administration came into power. I 
want to restore that great principle. Suppose we 
settle up our own internal difficulties and place 
Grant, Sherman, Lee, and our other great gen- 
erals with consolidated and combined armies in 
Mexico and run the French out—can we do any- 
thing else that will so nationalize the popular heart 
and give peace and quietto the country? Let us 
not be wasting our ume and energies in quarrel- 
ing about old issues until some foreign sd 
ment steps in and takes our liberties from us. 
These foreign Governments do notlikeus. They 
would like to see the failure of this experiment 
of free government on this continent. 

I submit, then, Mr. Chairman, whetherit would 


| not be better for us to have a national conven- 


tion. 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. Will the 
gentleman permit me to ask him a question ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman’s colleague 
{Mr. Epen] objects to his being interrupted. 
Mr. ROSS. | have no objection to answering 


| any legitimate and proper question. 


Mr. EDEN. 1 withdraw my objection. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. My ques- 
tion is this: how are you to get at this national 
convention ? 

Mr. ROSS. I think that ifa national conven- 
tion were proposed by our Government, and re- 
fused by the confederate government, there would 
be some difference in the feelings of some men in 
the country in regard to the prosecution of the 
war, 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. By what 


authority can our Government propose it—where 


i 


is the power? 
Mr. GANSON. 

[Laughter. | 
Mr. ROSS. 


In military necessity.” 


I suppose there is the same kind 
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of authority for it as that under which the war is 
prosecated—the executive will. 1 donotseeany 
objection to the proposition. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. What 
power is there to eall such a convention without 
violating the Consutuuion, which provides that, 
on application of two thirds of the States, Con- 

ress shall call a national convention ? 

Mr. ROSS. 
matter whenever this isdesired. But the trouble 
with the geutleman from Massachusetts and his 
friends is that they do not want such a thing. 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. I want 
to proceed according to the Constitution. 

Mr. ROSS. Sodol. Iam for the Constitu- 
tion and for the Union, maintaining it in all its 
parts just as it was, with such amendments as we 
may see fit to make, 
ing that it shall be amended. 
strange or novel in my position. I have been for 
the Union all the time. I have not been very 
fierce in the prosecution of this war. (Laughier.] 
Ihave no disposition to disguise my feelings on 
the subject. | will teil you why I have not been. 
3ecause | thought the war might have been hon- 
orably avoided. 1 knew that peace propositions 
intr@tiuced by Mr. Crittenden, Mr. Douglas, and 
Mr. Kellogg, of Hlinois, were voted down in this 
House. 1 noticed that when Mr. Clemens, of 
Virgina, introduced a proposition to submit the 
Crittenden compromtse to a vote of the people of 
the United States the majority in this House voted 
itdown. And I was irresistibly led to the con- 
clusion that they desired war and not peace. 

Another thing brought me to this conclusion, 
At the time the peace convention was in session 
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I think there is no difficulty inthe | 


If it is defective I am will- | 
There is nothing | 


in Washington city, a distinguished member of | 


the Republican party telegraphed home, ‘* Send 
us still-backed men or none.’? Said he, £¢ Iili- 
nois and New Jersey are caving in. Withouta 
little blood-letting this country will not be worth 
acurse.”? From these facts | have been drawn 
to the conclusion tMat there were many in the 
country who desired war and not peace. I am 
as willing as anybody to have war when it is ne- 
cessary to have tt. 
this Government cannot be maintained except by 
war, then Lam for war. While it can be main- 
tained by peaceful measures, | prefer to avoid 
war. [| have no disposition to disguise the fact 
that I prefer a feacetul adjustment of our difficul- 
ties rather than war. 


entitled to hisopinion. Ll willask my colleague 
[Mr. Farnsworrn] whether he would preter now 
that our difficulues should be settled by peace or 
by war. Let him just auswer that question with- 
out a speech. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. No man in the wide 
world exceis me in a strong desire for peace. 
Every soldier, and, | take it, every reasonable 
man, wants peace. I think, however, that the 
only way out of our present troubles is to con- 
quer a peace. I am entirely satisfied that the 
method proposed by my colleague [Mr. Ross]— 
an armistice and a convention—would simply 
lead toa further prolongation of the war. 
entirely satisfied of that, and inasmuch as the 
rebels may at any time, by simply laying down 


their arms and abiding by the Constitution, have 


peace, with all the rights that they ever had, ex- 
cept such as they have forfeited by their rebel- 


1 > | 
W heneverlam satisfied that 


If any gentleman would | 
rather adjust them by war than by peace, he 1s | 


Being | 








lion, | see no necessity for an armistice or a con- | 


venuion, Which, in my opinion, would subserve 
no purpose except to throw obstacles in the way 
of the further prosecution of the war. 

Mr. ROSS. The gentleman has not answered 
the question which | propounded. 

Now, | would like to exhaustall peaceful meas- 
ures before we should prosecute this war much 
longer. We have been about four years engaged 
in war, and it has been crippling our resources 
very greatly. We are heaping upon our people 
avery heavy debt. Now, if there is any possi- 
bility of avoiding this it appears to me that we 
should all concur in an effort toward that end. 
Why not try it? Why not see whether we can- 
not make peace? Gentlemen on the other side of 
the House are not so much greater than Wash- 
ington and Jefferson aud Adams and Jackson 
and Clay and Webster. Ali these were willing 
to compromise. How does it happen that such 
superior Wisdom has sprung into existenee within 
the last three or four years? 





| 
| 


Mr. FARNSWORTH, Tlow did Jackson 
compromise with South Carolina nullification? 
Mr. ROSS. Weil, | will tell you. Jackson 





issued his proclamation against the nullifiers, | 


which was all right; 
peace measures offered by Mr. Clay about the 
same time. While he sent forth the sword, he 
also sent forth the olive-branch. That is whatl 
want now, 

A Memser. It is what we have now. 

Mr. ROSS. Why do you not issue a procla- 
mation telling these men in rebellion that if they 
will lay down their arms they shall be entitled to 
allthe rights which they enjoyed under the Gov- 
ernment before the war? In my judgment, the rea- 
son ts that you are afraid thatit will be accepted. 
Lam afraid that there are too many in this coun- 
try who want to prosecute this war for the pur- 
pose of place and emolument. I fear that this is 
the great danger. 

Now, I submit, Mr. Chairman, whether we 
had better not bury, for the time being, our party 
prejudices, rise above party, and act like patriots 
for the restoration of ourGovernment. lam will- 
ing to join hands with any who are in favor of a 
restorcd Government as our fathers made it. I 


/am willing to coéperate and consult, to do what- 


ever may be best to secure the restoration of our 
glorious Government. I want to band it down 
as a precious legacy to my children. Houses, or 
lands, or anything else that we can give them, 
are worthless when compared with free govern- 
mentand free institutions. Nomaninthis House 
is more attached to our form of government and 
the institutions under which we live than I am; 
none would make greater sacrifices to maintain 
them. 

Gentlemen on the other side taunt us with the 
fact that we have been beaten at the last election. 
Be itso. We submit gracefully. Wecome here 
to do what we can to restore the Government. 
The great interests of the country now hang trem- 
blingly in the balance in your hands. The re- 
sponsibility of determining whether we shall have 
a restored Government rests upon you. 1! will 
throw no obstacles in the way. | will do whatI 
can to aid the Union men of this country in the 
restoration of this Government. [am a Union 
man without an ‘if?’ ora *but.”? Lam for the 
Union, whether slavery lives or dies. 1 do not 
care whether slavery be voted up or voted down. 
Lam for the Government and the Constitution 
and the Union as our fathers gave them tous. [ 


would ask my colleagues here whether the time | 


has notcome when weshould bury our party preju- 
dices beneath the rubbish of ages, and come to- 
gether as true men to consult for the restoration 
of our Governmentand an honorable and enduring 
yeace. 


Mr. FARNSWORTH. Mr. Chairman, I think | 


that the time has come when these old rusty party 


OBE. 


but he coneurred in the | 














come also when this rusty old fossil of a party I] 


should be buried, as it has been pretty much by 
the votes of the people. 

My colleague talks about his love for the sol- 
dier. Strangely it happens that the soldiers do 
not reciprocate that attachment. 
the votes in our own State of Lilinois, as in every 
State of this Union, whether the soldiers have 


We find from | 


| been at home orin the field, they have spewed the | 


Chicago platform and its nominees outof their | 


mouth withdisgust; and my colleague is the only 
one left ofall of my colleagues on that side of the 
House to tell the tale. He has taken the first op- 
portunity to tell it, and he tells it well. Lam not 


surprised that he has gathered a portion of courage | 


from the vote in his district. He is the * last of 
the Mohicans,’’ the last of the tribe. (Laughter. } 
| have no disposition to take his scalp, for l am 
entirely willing that one should be left. 

Mr. ROSS. Let me correct my colleague. I 


'am not the only one, for there are three Demo- 


cratic members from Llinois. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I said that my col- 
league is the only one of those now here who is 
left to tell the tale. ‘That is true. 

My colleague talks about an armistice and a 
convention to arrange terms of peace. Peace at 
atime like this! Shall we lay down our arms 
and recall our victorious soldiers from the field 
just at the time when light is breaking through 
the rebellion; when we see around itand through it, 


| for armistice and peace. 


| what terms they can make. 
| pose to compromise? What have we done? The 


89 





| are tumbling; when the bottom of the tub is near 


out; at a time when we have, as the President 
says, detached a large army, holding on to what 
we have conquered, to go curverting back and forth 
through theconfederacy withoutletor hinderance; 
ata time when Sherman has made his triumphant 
march through Georgia, when his guns are thun- 
dering away at Savannah, when it is a question 
of time, and that brief time, when Savannah fulls, 
when he sweeps up and twkes Charleston, and 
then, unstayed in his onward progress, joins the 
veteran hosts of Grant at Richmond? Atsuch a 
time my colleague talks about an armistice! He 
talks about withdrawing this army. Lregret that 
any voice from my own State, that glorious, gal- 
lant State of [Hinois which has given so many 
soldiers to this war, and has so many more to 
give—lI regret, sir, that any voice from that State 
should croak about an armistice and peace. That, 
too, when the people have thundered their verdict 
in his ears,and when that verdict has reached the 
ears of the despots across the water, who, he says, 
are wishing so anxiously for us to fall to pieces, 
Yes, sir, and that is the reason they gave every 
aid and comfort to the gentleman’s party in the 
last election, because they want us to tumble to 
pieces. 

Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of peace, as I have 
already told my colleague. ‘There is not a sol- 
dier among all the gallant host from Ulinois, who 
marches back and forth upon his silent watch at 
midnight and thinks of his home and fireside, who 
does not pray for peace; but there is not one of 
them, with all their anxiety for peace, who is 
willing to turn his back to his foe at this moment 
He the friend of the 
soldier! The soldier does not reciprocate his at- 
tachment by any manner of means. The soldier 
does not want an armistice, for in it he sees a pro- 
longation of the war. He can see no peace in 
anything patched up by the builders of the Chi- 
cago platform. He believes it would result in 
chronic war. I, for my part, see no road to peace 
but the road of war; and | am in favor of prose- 
cuting this war day by day, month by tnd and 
year by year, if necessary. We have shown that 
our resources are scarcely touched, and we have 
made the rebel flag bite the dust. 

My colleague talks about the Constitution and 
the flag. All that is necessary is for the rebels to 
submit to that Constitution and flag, lay down the 
instruments of war and take up those of peace, 
and the war is ended. Why, sir, they had the 
old Constitution; they had the old flag, and, lam 
sorry to say it, they had the old Democratic kd 
in power when they broke up the Union. They 
had the friend of my colleague, James Buchanan, 
at the head of the Government, and his thieving, 
traitorous crew in all the Departments. 

I failed to get an answer to the question I put 


|| to my colleague as to what kind of a compromise 
prejudices should be buried, and that the time has | 


he would propose. I have heard these gentlemen 
talk much about compromise. But, Ob no, it is 
an armistice, a convention; and then they will see 


What do they pro- 


gentleman says they complain of our action in 
reference to the fugitive slave law. But ithappens 


|! that those States which had the most reason to 


complain have not gone out of the Union. Mary- 
land, Kentucky, and Missouri did not complain; 
or, if they did, they did not complain to the ex- 
tent of seceding. South Carolina was the leader 


lin this rebellion—the first State that seceded. 


Will my colleague tell me how many slaves South 


| Carolina ever lost by reason of the non-execution 


of the fugitive slave law? 

Mr. ROSS. Did not the former Governor of 
Ohio, the present Postmaster General, say he 
would resist the execution of the fugitive slave 
law by force? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Ido not know what 
he said; | never heard him say so; but if he did, 


| I do not know that that is any reason why South 


Carolina should secede. 

I hear it said by gentlemen on this side that 
South Carolina lost ten slaves in thirteen years. 
I did not suppose it was so many; but those she 
did lose were those who concealed themselves on 
board of vessels at Charleston, or who were bar- 
reled up, or stuffed into old dry-goods boxes, to 


| be sent off. She never lost by the non-execution 


of the fuwitive slave law. 


Nor did Georgia. It 


wud itis becoming teansparent; when its resources | was said on the floor of this House, by the lead- 
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ers of this rebellion, that it was not that that they 
cared for. I heard a member from Alabama say, 
upon the floor of this House, that he came here, 
as a member of that Congress, for the purpose ¢ f 
breaking up the Union, and not on account of the 


non-execution of the fugitive slave law. And I 
have lived to hear my colleague from ald elo- 
rious State of Illinois get up upon the floor of the 


House and apologize for ‘tho e men who, with 
lips yet warm with the oath they had taken upon 
the Holy Evangel of Almighty God that they 
would support the Constitution and perform their 
duties 48 members of Congress to the best of 
their ability, made their boasts openly and above- 
board, under a Democratic Administration, and in 
the presence of those voting with the Democratic 
party, that they came here only for the purpose 
of trying to break up the Government. 
rose only to throw out these few remarks by 

way of brief reply to my colleague, and | yield 
the floor. 

Mr. COX obtained the 
the committee rise. 


floor, and moved that 


‘The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Ganrigexp reported that | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union had had the Union generally under con- 
sideration,and particularly the President’s annual 
message, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Hickey, 
their Chief Clerk, announced tothe House that the 
Senate insist upon their amendments to the bill 
of the House (No. 51) entided “An actto establish 
a Bureau of Freedmen’s Affairs,’ agree to the con- 
ference committee asked for by the House, and 
had appointed Mr. Sumner, Mr. Howanrp, and 
Mr. Buckaew, the committee of conf rence upon 
the part of the Senate. 


OVERLAND MAIL TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. DAILEY asked unanimous consent to in- 


troduce the following resolution: 


tesolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
furnisiy to this House copies of all advertisements by the 
Post Office Department for the letting of the late contract 


for carrying the overland Califo 


ia mail, with a list of all 
bids and bidders under any o 


rallot said advertisements 3 
also, a copy of all correspondence with the De partinent ta 
relation to said contract, the date when, and to whom, the 
contract was finally let. 

Ob} ction was made, 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motion of Mr. EDEN, leave was granted 
for the withdrawal from the files of the House of 
the papers in the case of M. W. Twiss; and the 
same were referred to the Committee of Claims. 


NEIRS OF JOMNN A. STEVENS. 


Mr. BOYD, byu nil nsent, introduced 
a bill forthe relief of the widow and hei Jol 
A. Stevens, decey 1, of oS] | J \ 
which was read a first and l time by it 
title, and referred to the C mittee of Claims. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ( OX, (at four 
o’clock, p. m.,) the Ilou liourned 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 21, 1864. 
Prayer by Rev. Tuomas Bowman, D. D., Chap- 
Jain to the Senate. 
The Journal of yx sterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
municating, In compliance with law, a statement 
of the appropriations to the creditof that Depart- 
ment July 1, 1863, and the unexpended balances 
on the 30th of June, 1864; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication 
of the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in 
obedience to law, copies of the accounts of the 
superintendent and agents charged with the dis- 
bursement of the funds for the relief of the refugee 
Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole Indians for 
the second quarter of the year 1864; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr, COLLAMER presented a petition of Har- 
per & Brothers, and others, and a petition of |, 


George W. Matsell «& Co., and others, citizens ‘ f 
New York, praying for the repeal of the fourth 
‘ n of the ** Act to provide for carrying the 
mails from the United States to foreign ports, and 
for other purposes,’’ approved March 25, 12864, 
imposing restrictions upon mailable matter; which 
was referred to the Committee on Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. HOWARD presented a petitsen of sur- 
reons and assistant surgeons in the United States 
Army, praying for an increase of compensation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of clerks in the 
Treasury Department, praying for an increase of 
compensation; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


Mr. SAULSBURY presented the petition of || 


Benjamin S. Compton, praying for compensation 
for seven hundred and eighty-two bales of cotton 
alleged to have been seized by a military expedi- 
tion under the command of General Ransom, and 
shipped to Memphis and sold on account of the 
Government; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of Ed- 
win M. Chaffee, praying for an extension of let- 
ters patent granted to him August 31, 1836, for 
the ‘*machine patent,’? so called, used in the 
manufacture of india rubber; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Of- 
fice. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented the petition of R. 





| 
B. Hughes and others, bailiffs of the United States || : : sb 
| be not passed, the manufacture of whisky will be 


| courts in the District of Columbia, praying for 


an increase of pay; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to present a peti- 
tion on behalf of the widow of Rev. Samuel Hib- 
ben. It appears that he was duly commissioned | 
chaplain of the fourth Illinois volunteers, and 
served as such, and died in the service, but by 
reason of the failure to have him mustered in ac- | 
cording to the regulations, he has not been paid. | 
I move that the petition be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


. | 
The motion was agreed to. {| 
| 


tEPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 

Mr. SHERMAN, fromthe Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
597) making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1866, re- 
ported it without amendment. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McPurrson, its Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills and joint resolution, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate was request d. 

A bill (ET. R. No. 607) to provide for an advance 


o. sv ‘ 
i rank to otncers of t 


for distinguished merit; 

A bill (IT. R. No. 623) to amend an actentitled 
‘An act*to provide for carrying the mails from || 
the United States to foreign ports, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved March 25, 1864; 

A bill (EL. R. No. 625) toamend an act entitled 
An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1865, and for other purposes,’’ approved June 
15, 1864; and 1] 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 128) providing | 
for the appointment of acommission to locate one 
or more navy-yards and depots on the north- 
western waters. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. | 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of || 
the President pro tempore: | 

A bill (S. No. 358) to establish the grade of 
vice admiral in the United States Navy; 


1¢ Navy and Marine corps || 


| they may deem proper. 





| as in Committee of the Whole. 
| amend section fifty-five of the internal revenue 
| act of June 30, 1864, by striking out the word 
| * February,’? wherever it occurs in that section, 


| factured after that time. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE December 21, 


ternal revenue to support the Government, to pay 
interest on the public debt, and for other pure 
poses,’’approved June 30, 1864, commonly known 
as the amendment to the whisky tax, have had 
the same under consideration, and directed me to 


| report itback withoutamendment. The commit. 
| tee have also instructed me to ask for its present 


consideration, so that it may be disposed of before 
the adjournment, as otherwise the effect of it y 
be lost. 

By unanimous consent the bill was considered 


It proposes to 


{ i 
vila 


and inserting in lieu thereof the word * Janu- 
99 
ary. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It isdue to the Committee 
on Finance that | should make a brief statement 
in regard to this matter, as itis a very important 
question. The bill proposes to anticipate the two 
dollars a gallon tax on spirits, so as to make it 


| commence on the Ist of January instead of the 


Several objections are very 


Ist of February. tions j 
One is that it is 


strongly urged to the measure, 


| a change of legislation, indicating a want of sta- 


bility in the action of Congress on the subjéct. It 
is also urged that it will interfere with the arrange- 


| ments already made by the manufacturers of 


spirits in anticipation of the existing law, that it 

operates as a snap-judgment, to use a cant phrase, 

on these men engaged in an ordinary business. 
On the other hand, itis alleged, that if this bill 


enormously increased, probably to the amountof 
ten or fifteen million gallons, which will pay but a 
dollar anda halfa gallon, and thus, ata diminished 
rate of duty, fill the market for months to come, 
and that the effect would be that no whisky would 
be manufactured after the Ist of February, when 
the increased tax is to take effect under the present 
law. The committee, aftera very patient and care- 
ful examination of this subfect, feeling that there 
was a great deal to be said on both sides, thought 


|| that the interests of the Government would be sub- 


served by passing the bill, thatit was better to have 
the matter settled, and settled permanently at once, 
rather than to have itcontinued so asto make uncer- 
tainty and confusion in the manufacture of whisky 
and uncertainty inthe revenue. If this increased 
tax be made to take effect on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, the Government, as a matter of course, will 
get two dollars on every gallon of whisky manu- 
If it be postponed until 
the Ist of February, according to the law as it 


| now stands, the Government, it is true, will get 


one dollar and a half on the largely increased 
manufacture during January, but none will be 


| manufactured after the Ist of February for some 
time, until the stock on hand shall be exhausted. 


It is a question on which there was a difference 
of opinion in the Committee on Finance, but we 
deemed it our duty to report the bill for the action 
of the Senate. I make this statement in behalf 
of the committee, without giving my own opin- 
ion, so that the Senate may take such action as 
It is proper for me to 
say further, that whatever action is taken should 
be taken to-day, so that the bill may be disposed 
ofatonce. If it be postponed after to-morrow, 
the bill falls as a matter of course. 

Mr. POMEROY. It may perhaps be inter- 
esting to the Senate and to the country to know 
whether this is all the legislation that is intended 
on this question. At the last session we had it 
up twice, and I supposed the settlement made in 
the bill we then passed was final, but of ceurse | 
have no objection to any improved legislation on 
the subject. The point with me isto learn whether 
it isunderstood by the Committee on Finance that 
the bill is to terminate our legislation on this ques- 
tion for the session. 

I have always believed that this manufacture 


| would bear an increase of tax, even beyond two 


A bill (H.R. No. 478) for the relief of Charles || dollars a gallon. [ know that when we first be- 


M. Pott; and 


|| gan to tax it, we commenced at twenty cents, and 


A bill (H. R. No. 603) to extend the time al- || that was struggled against. We then went up to 


lowed forthe withdrawal of certain goods therein || 
named from public stores. 
INTERNAL REVENUE. 
Mr.SHERMAN. The Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 618) || 


sixty cents, and then to a dollar, and prospect- 


|| ively to a dollar and ahalf, and finally to two dol- 

|| lars as the rate from the Ist of February next. 

|| should like to have the final point reached at once 
| in one measure, and then let the country rest. 


I do not wish to embarrass this bill, but I be- 


to amend the act entitled **An act to provide in- || lieve that we might put $2 50 a gallon tax on all 
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spirits manufactured after the Ist day of January, | 
and rest there, and then let the revenue come as | 


fast as the whisky shall be manufactured. But if 


this is all the measure we are to have for this ses- 
sion, and if the Committee on Finance will tell us 


that this is all they anticipate, | am very willing | 


to go for this. It will increase the revenue fifty 
cents on every gallon manufactured between the 
Ist day of January and the Ist day of February. 
We shall get $1 50 at any rate, but if this bill 
asses it will add fifty cents on every gallon. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Asamatter of course there 
can be no understanding between the two Houses 
ona question of this kind, nor would it be in 


order for me to state the opinions of members of | 


the House of Representatives on this subject; but 


I can state what I believe from the legislation of 


Congress, and perhaps what I believe also from 
conversations with various members of the other 
House and also of this body, that this bill was 
intended in the House of Representatives as a 
kind of compromise or settlement between the 
various opinionson this subject, ‘There isa feel- 
ing in the LLouse that there ought to be a tax on 
spirits on hand. ‘That has been a controverted 
point here in the Senate for a long time. Many 
of those who were friendly to the proposition to 
tax the stock on hand were satisfied with this 


proposition, and hoped that during the month of 


January the increased duty of fifty cents would 
furnish us some additional revenue at least, and 
would compensate for what was lost by the fail- 
ure to tax spirits onhand. Asamatter ofcourse 
there can be no understanding about it. Any 
member of the House, or any member of the Sen- 
ate, may intreduce a proposition to tax spiriés on 
hand. My impression is that if this bill passes 
it will be the end of the whisky question. 

Mr. POMEROY. That was all I wanted to 
know. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
bill read. 

‘The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. It strikes me that there 
is an injustice in this change, because our legis- 
lation in that respect is somewhat in the nature 
of a contract with the people who are engaged in 
this-business. [lam not disposed to discuss the 
matter, but | know it is radically wrong. 

Mr. GRIMES. I have not anything tosay in 
regard to the merits of the measuré proposed, but 
I trust that this is the last bill we shall be called 
upon to give our sanction to that contains such 
phraseology as is embodied in this. This bill 
proposes to strike out the word ‘ February”’ 
wherever it occurs in a certain act of Congress 
passed twelve months ago, and to substitute the 
word ** January.’? What would be thought of a 
bill to strike out the word * February’? in an act 
passed twenty years ago, and which had been 
standing on our statute-book that length of time, 
and to substitute the word *July:’? Why, sir, 
it is the mostinartificial manner of drawing a bill, 
and would not be creditable to any Legislature. 

I have not anything to say about the merits of 
the proposition, 
am going to vote for the bill as it stands, unless 
it be amended; but this is a kind of phraseology 
that ought not to be indulged in. 


Mr. McDOUGALL., | object to this bill, not 


I should like to have the 


for its phraseology but for its substance. When | 


the bill of the last session was passed, we gave 
notice to the people who engaged in this kind of 


enterprise that we had make certain assessments || 


and certain rules whereby their commerce might 
be governed, 
pose to anticipate their business by a month, 
which will interfere, | suppose, very materially 
with the business of the men engaged in that de- 
partment of commerce, It is unjust, and its rec- 


lam prepared to vote for it, and | 


Now, by active legislation we pro- | 





tutude cannot be maintained by any force of argu- | 


ment. I therefore object to it, and shall not vote 
for it even if it does add some dollars to the 
Treasury. 

Mr. FARWELL. | propose to vote for this 
billas the best thing we can get at the present 
time, although I regret exceedingly, and I believe 
the people of the country regret exceedingly, the 
legislation upon this a 
The effect of that legislation, in exempting from 
taxation the amount of spirits on hand, has taken 


every soldier now in the field all that is due him. | 


And who has it given itto? Ithas given it to the 
speculators in whisky; and, ordinarily, they are 
not the best class of citizens. What injustice, | 
would ask, would be done these men by taxing 
the stock of whisky on hand? If the Govern- 


| ment established an additional tax, and the man- 


ufacturers had to pay it, would not the amount of 
the tax be at once added to the cost of production 
and be added to the price of the article? And, 
sir, it has been added. The men who held these 


| large stocks of whisky have added the prospect- 
| ive tax that was to go upon it, and have sold it 


with this addition, and made the profits that 
should have gone into the Treasury. 

But, sir, as this bill goes into operation at the 
earliest possible day, only a week hence, [ think 
it is the best thing, under the circumstances, that 
can be had, and I shall vote for it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think, with the Senator 
from California, that the principle of this bill is 
altogether wrong. Ido notrise to maintain that 


| by anything of argument, but to say that the 





| criticism made by the Senator from Iowa 1s, I 


think, entitled to such weight that we ought to 
amend the bill, ‘There is no difficulty in amending 
it. The whole object of the bill is to impose the 
tax of two dollars upon domestic spirits on the 
Ist of January instead of the Ist of February, as 
it stands under the act. We may do that by say- 
ing that the ‘Ist of February” in a certain section 
of the original act is to be stricken out and the 
** Ist of January’’ substituted. If it is agreeable 
to the honorable chairman of the Committee on 


Finance, I will ask that the bill be !aid on the | 
table for a moment to see if we cannot amend it | 


so as to avoid that defect. It can be done in a 


| moment. 


Mr. SHERMA N. I have no objection. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. Why not amend it so 
as to make the tax on the Ist of February two 
dollars? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is the present law. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the bill be passed 
over for the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE, 
On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the following resolution sub- 
mitted by him yesterday: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
requiring all residents of the District of Columbia to take 
and file with the provost marshal of said District an oath of 
allegiance or fidelity to the Government of the United States 
similar tothe oath required by law of Members and Senators 
in Congress and other officers of the Government; and also 


It will lic on the table for the present. | 


| 








| the expediency and propriety of prohibiting all persons from | 
doing business in said District or with the several Depart- | 





ments of the Government who have not or may not take and 


file such oath ; and that said conunittee have leave to report 


by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
from lowa for introducing this proposition, and at 
the same time to call theattention of the Senate to 
a bill which ison their Calendar, which I had the 
honor of introducing at the last session, but which, 
for some unaccountable reason unknown to me, 
has been reported upon adversely by the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, requiring that same oath to 
be taken by the practitioners in the courts of the 
United States. I am told that there are lawyers 
in the city of Washington who decline to practice 
in the courts here because they are unwilling to 
take the oath which you, sir, have taken, and which 
the Chief Justice of the United States only the 
other day took before he entered upon his func- 
tions; and yet these same lawyers flaunt in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. ‘That ought 
to be stopped; and I give notice therefore that, 
carrying outthe spirit of the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Iowa, 1 shall ask the attention of the 
Senate as soon as possible to that bill. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It is not my intention to 
discuss atany length this resolution, but simply to 
ask for the yeas and nays on itsadoption. | would 
take that oath-myself very willingly, although I 
believe, as far as relates to members of Congress, 
it is wholly unconstitutional. I do not object to 


|| it,as far as it could relate to myself, because of 
pject at the last session. 


anything other than its unconstitutionality con- 


| tained in it; but I regard it, if it should pass, as 


one of those acts of unnecessary oppression on 


from the Treasury of the nation sufficient to pay || the part of the Government which im times like 


I wish to thank the Senator | 
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these ought tobe avoided. Isthere any evidence 
before this Senate that the old inhabitants of this 
city, those of them who are living hexe, have given 
any trouble to this Government, or even to this 
Administration? They are without a voice in the 
Government, ana they have been sitting quietly 
at home, doing naught, as appears from any evi- 
dence, that is wrong toward this Government; 
and shall not this Administration and its support- 
ers just coming into power again, flushed with 
victory, and dreaming perhaps of the perpetua- 
tion of their power for years to come, be satisfied 
with present victory over political opponents, but 
shall they pursue them into the quiet walks of life, 
seek out the high-toned, honorable men and wo- 
men of this city, and compel them to subscribe to 





| any form of oath that may be dictated by «a mem- 


_ ber of this Senate, or by a supporter of this Ad- 


ministration, or by anybody else? When aman 


| is quietly pursuing his business, will you not let 


| that a simple oath would bind them. 





him rest in peace if he is doing naught against 
you, or will you hunt him‘down? Will you try 
to drive him out from the community? 

Sir, I do not say that the honorable Senator who 
introduced this resolution meant it as an act of 
oppression, but it is such in its nature and in its 
character, and it ought not to be tolerated by this 
Senate. ‘The honorable Senator must have a very 
high appreciation of the enemies of this Govern- 
ment, whom he regards as traitors, if he supposes 
Does the 
honorable Senator think that the man who would 
be guilty of treason would be bound by an oath ? 
What is the object, therefore, of introducing it? 

Sir, when I first came to this city six years 
ago, the population in it was very different from 
whatitisnow. Gentlemen engaged here in busi- 
ness, it may be, are envied of their situation by 
persons from distant States and distant sections 
of the country, who think they are living prosper- 
ously, and who suppose that by their removal 
from business their own private stores will be in- 
creased. If the object be, therefore, to give to 
the supporters of this Administration all the busi- 
ness of this city, if it be to drive out everybody 
from this city who will not tamely and quietly 
submit to take any and every oath which may be 
presented them—if that be the object, | submit 
that the Senator ought to reflect at least before 
he attempts to force the passage of such a meas- 


ure through this body. 


Sir, | will not discuss the question further. Re- 
garding it simply as an act of oppression, believ- 
ing that no possible good, but only evil, can re- 
sult from it, | shall content myself with simply 


| objecting to its passage, and calling for the yeas 


and nays upon it, in order that | may record my 
vote in opposition to it. 

Mr. HARLAN. I think the Senator from 
Dclaware misapprehends the purport of the reso- 
lution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Sen- 
ator allow the Chair to ascertain whether the call 


| for the yeas and nays on the adoption of the reso- 


| legislation. 


lution is seconded? 
Mr. HARLAN. I think the Senator from 
Delaware will withdraw that on reffection. This 
is merely a resolution instructing the Committee 
on the District of Columbia to inquire into the 
expediency and propriety of such a measure. 
‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


Does the Sen- 


ator withdraw the call for the yeas and nays? 


Mr. SAULSBURY. No, sir. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HARLAN. LThave but one observation to 
make in addition to the remark made to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, [Mr. Sauussury,| that this 
is a resolution instructing the committee to make 
an inquiry on this subject. It is barely possible 
that the committee might report adversely to any 
I am frank to state, however, that I 
think some such legislation is necessary, and 
oughtto be had. I did not suppose a resolution of 
this kind would implicate any member of this 
body. Itis not intended to require opponents of 





| the Administration per se to take an oath of fidelity 


to the Administration as a political organization, 
but an oath of fidelity to the Government itself 
during the existenceyof a gigantic rebellion, Lam 
inclined to think that a casual listener to the speeqh 
of the Senator would suppose that he regarded 
himself as implicated in the inquiry; that, because 
he opposed some of the political measures of the 


|, Administration, therefore he must be considered 
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as an opponent of the Government tiself, and 


therefore mm alijane or in eym patt ivy with the 


rebels H argues [he suppose jall opponent 
of the Admimeatration were rebels. | apprehend 
that no Nenuter on thi floor would m tuin for 


a moment that en nenemy hes a reht to re- 
main here and do business in the capital of the 
nation in time of war, and that the Government 
would have no right to make use of the nece ssary 
meanatoexpelhim. Andifso,why may not the 
Government expel from the capital a domestic 
enemy during the existence of a great arme d re- 
bellion ¢ Tine right to do so,in my opinion, Is 
clear. The only question is one of expediency 
and propriety. And question I propose to 
refer to a standing committee of this body. 
While, then, I maintain thatin my opinion some 
auch legislation may be necessary, and I| desire 
the inquiry to be m by one of the standing 
committees of this body, ldo not think it can be 
propery denominated t measure of persecution 


against protit cal opponents of the party in power; 
and l thu k the Senator does him eit and nis po- 
litical friends gross injustice in throwing outsuch 


an ititimation. He surely does not desire the 
mase of the peo 


' ple of this country to under: tand 
that he and bis } litical associates are opponents 
of the Government of the United State ind are 
In sympathy and alliance wath the re bels. And 
yet “ argues as ul in ins judgment opposition to 
the rebels was in some way detrimental to the 
oe party. But af ‘that is not what he 
means his whole speech is without pertinence. 

L think this inquiry would be we ll enough, and 
in my Opmion such legislation would be proper 
The committee may differ with me in opinion; 
and if the committee should agree with me inoptin- 
ion, a majority of the Senate might differ with 
me. I think chat no evil at least can grow outof 
the inquiry, and | therefore desire the passage of 
the resolution 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, I shall 
make no reterence to the pers malalilusions of the 
honorable Senator tomyself. [fhe really is pained 
at the idea that by any remarks | have made pub- 
lic Susp ion, or even private Suspicion, may be 
aroused that | am not true to the Government of 
the United States, and am insympathy with those 
whom he styles. rebels, let me tell him that his 
sympathy is wasted, 
the commencement of these troubles to care but 
very little what either private individuals or 
masses of individuals think of my political course 
or my political principles. 1 do not seek for in- 
structions in patriousm orin duty either from in- 
dividual menor from large massesofmen. Though 
God Almighty has given me buta feeble intell 
and but lictle light to discover the path of trut! 
such as He has given me governs me, and not th 


: have seen enough since 


, 


mitellect of othe rs, or the opin ms of othe rs, how 
ever much | may respect the opinions of my fel 
low-mi n. 
Sir, those who choose to regard me and my 
political associates as in sympathy with rebell ion 
are welcome to the indulgence o i their ve ry char- 
table opinion, I shall do naught, as a member 
of this body or in private life, to remove any such 
suspicion from their minds. 1 know very well 
the distinction between the Government of the 
United States and the Administration at the pres- 
enttime. I know they are asunder as far as the 
polls; that they y approach each other no nearer 
than heaven and earth ap proach each other; but 
| know the doctrine atte mpted to be inculeated at 
the present day by a large number of people in 
this country and by a very influe one press, and 
that is, that the Government is » Administra- 
uuon, and the Administration is oe Tichennans, 
1 see no obje cuon on all propet occasions toany 
man and every man in the United States taking 
an oath to support the Government of the United 
States and the Constitution of the United States. 
But, sir, the honorable Senator does not live in 
the section that some of us do. Lie has not seen 
the progress that these measures have made. He 
has not heard it announced, perhaps, as we have, 
that it is traitorous to oppose the actions of the 
Administration in,times like these. He has not 
heard voters at the polls questioned in reference 
te their fidelity to an Administration, not their 
fidelity toa Government or toa Constitution, Sir, 
had the honorable Senator lived in the section 
from which | come, had he lived in what was once 


the glorious and gallant State of Maryland—if the 


Senator from Maryland | Mr. Jouneow] will par- 


don me—which is now the province of Maryland, 
under the acts of thie Administration, he would 
have seen how the very inception of su h meas 
ures as this worked injury, and how ti their prog- 


ress they work harde 

3ut, sir, | do not sntitel to be provoked (if I 
may use that term) into any lengthy discussion 
on this question, I believe the proposition is 
wrong in principle, unprecedented in practice, 
can be attended with no possible good, and will 
be oppressive in its operation, 


Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President, during the 


period of the present lamentable war there has 
| 
Columbia have made any demonstration agains’ 
Administration. 


i 
{ 


the Government or the 
a simple fact 
sion thereecan be for this special leeisiation, [ ean- 
That the people of the District 
+4 9 

of Columbia, a peopie who are toa certain ex- 
tent ignored 
no right of suffrage in the 


( 
Federal Government, should be particularly pro- 


not compretie nd. 


t bed or cal ed upon spe cia ly to take special 
oaths, man by man,is something which Ido not 
understand. [cam otu nderstand it, particularly 
atthis time » when if tl 
policy of anae iliation should be the policy of the 
Government. We have triamphed in arms; jubi- 
lante has been said from north to south, from east 
to west throughout all the land for what we have 
accomplished; and why require this particular 
thing of the people of this District? what is the 
occasion which has demanded it?) IT would think 
it strange if | were demanded to go through that 
sume process, but to demand it of the people of 
the District of Columbia to go through the whole 
population and require them to do this thine in 
order that they may maintain the right of citizen- 
ship in this District is a strange proposition to 
me. L[should like to know from some one the 
wr sod reason for it. 


We have been here, most of us, during the | 


whole period of this war. We have seen 1rodis- 
turbance here. We nee heard of men going to 


the Capitol prison, &c., but we have seen no dis- | 


turbance, we have seen no hing that required any 
particular le fis slat ion to compel the pe ople of the 


District of C olumbia, who are deprived of a por- 


tion of the rights of American citizens by virtue 


of their residence, to do things which are not re- | 


quired of the other citizens of the Republic. I 
look upon it, I cannot otherwise than look upon 
t Ofcourse 
this is only a resolution of inquiry, but all these 
things tend to agitation. I s say that to- day our 
policy is or should bea polic Ly of cone iliation. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. President, when 
the Senator from lowa yesterday submitted this 
resolution [ felt it to be my duty to object to its 
consideration at that time, 


} 
] 


, as an oppressive and wrongful act. 


I do not intend now 
to enter into this debate at any length, but | wish 
to say thatthe suggestion, in my judgment, which 
he has made that this was but an inquiry is not 
a sufficient argument to support his resolution 
unless in addition to that he is able to state to the 
Senate that the true interests of the Government 
require the peop Ne: " this District to be placed in 
an attitude not oceupied b ry the rest of the citizens 
of the United Sines s. Doesthe Senator say that? 
He has not said it so far as | have heard his ar- 
gume nt. 

Vhen this war broke out I have no doubt that 
aaa were many ciuzens of the District of Co- 
lumbia who sympathized with the southern move- 
ment; but the proceedings of the Administration, 
not then supported by law, in many instances, 
have sent many of these people to the prisons— 
some have been sent across the lines—and now, 
within the last year, is the Senator able to say 
that the people of the District of Columbia ar 
less true to the Government in the discharge of 
all their obligations than the citizens of any other 
portion of thecountry? [take it, sir, that although 
this 1s a mere Inquiry, the adoption of the reso- 
lution casts a suspicion upon the fidelity of the 
people of this District to their obligations to the 
Government. If the Senator from low: 1 proposed 
a resolution instructing one of the committees to 
inquire into the propriety of requiring the eiti- 
zens of Indiana to take such an oath as is not re- 
quired of the rest of the 


been no time when the people of the District of | 


That ts | 
bound to beadmitted. Whatocca- | 


in our Government, and who have | 
stablishment of the | 


jere ever wasa time for it the || 


pe aple of the eous niry, 
\. would it not be my duty, and the duty of my col- 
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‘Senate if that propositl m were not supported fy 
a strong array of facts to justify it 


oY 
} \ {f, to protest 
against an imputation by the Senate ogainst the 
fi le lity ( f the ei ? le of that State to th eirG 


i V~ 


ernment? If, then, as the representative of tha: 
State, such would be my duty, Is it not aa dy ty 
of the Senators who do not believe that the pe o7 le 
of the District of Columbia are untrue in th; 
obligation to the Government to protest, as thy - 
representatives? They have no special repr 
sentative on this floor; th ere is no Senator here 
whose duty it is speci lly to stand up for their 
honor. I think it is the duty, then, of every Sen. 
ator to see that no unjust imputation IS made 
against them. 

I know nothing in the history of this District 
of Columbia, or in the conduct of the peopl ‘in 
this District for the last year, that jus 
resolution which the Senator from lowa has pros 
posed to the Senate. When we tusrruct a com- 
mittee to quire intoa thine of thet sort, the nt 


ree. 





sumption arises that there is some ground for 
that inquiry. What isthe ground? Men have 
besn arrested here; the y have been sent to prison, 
They have been arrested in the Se: ator’s own 
State; they have been charged with disloyalt 
there, and have been sent tothe prisons; butis that 
arbitrary conduct on the part of the Administra- 
tion a reason whi the Senate should place a 
brand of suspicion on a part of the people of this 
country? 





Ast suggested ye sanaey, I am opposed to a 
resolution that conter mplates the inerease of oaths 
in this country, Why bea the Senator intimate 
by his resolution that it is necessary to pass a 
law ¢o require the people to oe an oath of this 
sort? Have these oaths been required of the peo- 
ple without authority of law all over the count ry? 
It has been done in Indiana, in Kentucky, and, | 
venture to say, in the Senator’s own State, with- 
out authority of law. Then does the Senator 
by this inquiry intend to be understood as say- 
ing that the Administration has pursued a course 
not authorized by law in this respect? Very 
many men, very many honest men, very many 
true citizens have been required to subseribe 
oaths to protect their persons and their property, 
The Senator by this resolution intimates that that 
is all wrong and illegal. I grant that itis. ltis 
a shame that without authority of law any man 
has been required to take an oath which is not 
require <d of the rest of the peop le. 

But, sir, in my judgment it does not promote 
the fidelity of the people to the institutions of the 
country to re quire an oath like this. It tends to 
promote and encourage perjury. Swearing men 
upon every trivial occasion does not promote the 
cause of truth, inmy judgment, and | think one 
of the evils of the country is that we re quire men 
to swear upon almost eve ry oc casio n, when en- 
tering into the most unimportant office and dis- 
charging the most trivialduties. 1 find my views 
upon that particular point so we ell expre ssed by 
one of the ablest writers in our langunge that I 
will read from * Buckle’s History of Civilization 
in England’? a short extract. 

Mr. SUMNER. Which volume? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
259. 

* It is this suspicion as to the motives of others which 
has given rise to oaths of every Kind aud in every direction. 
In England, even the boy ateoliege is forced to swear about 
matters Whieh he caunot understand, and which far riper 
minds are unable to master. If he atterwards goes into 
Parliament, he must again swear about his religion.’ 


The first volume, page 





As we Seantone’ are req iired to swear that we are 
true to our country. 

* And at nearly every stage of political life he must take 
fresh oaths, the solemnity of which is often strangely con- 
trasted with the trivial functions to which sne9 are the pre 
lude. A soleinn adjuration of the Deity being thus made 
at every turn, it has happened, as inight have been ex 
peeted, that oaths, enjoined as a matier of course, have at 
length degenerated into a matter ot form. What is lightly 
taken is easily broken. Aid the bestobservers of Eu 
society—observers, too, Whose characters are very difler 
ent, and who hold the most opposite opinions—are all 
agreed on this, that the perjury habituaily practiced in 
England, and of which Goverament is tac imimedtate cre- 
ator, is so general that it has become a souree of national 
corruption, has diminished the vaiue of human testimony, 
and shaken the confidence which men naturally place in 
the word of their fellow-creatures.”’ 


Mr. SHERMAN, 1 will appeal to the court- 






esy of the Senator from Indiana to allow the bill 
which I reported this morning to be acted on now. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. L will finish what t have 
to say in a few minutes, 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy | and to avoid the consequences of unjust suspicion 


in the chair.) [tis the duty of the Chair at this 
' that the unfinished business of 
' 


e ordae 


ime to announcs 
sterday 18 th r of the day. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If the Senate will indulge 
me for three minutes I will conelude all 1 desire 
to sav on this question. 

Mr. WILSON. Let the special order be laid 
aside informally. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
done; and the Senator from Indiana will proceed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. What does the Senator 
from Lowa wish to reach by his proposition, the 
opinions or the conduct of men? If he wishes 
to strike at the conduct of men, that is properly 
reached through thecourts If menin the District 
of Columbia have been guilty of such acts as the 
law condemns, the courts in the District of Co- 
lumbia are open: they ean be tried and convicted, 
If the Senator wishes to reach the opinions, the 
convictions of citizens, | protest against a policy 
which has proved prejudicial and hurtful to Gov- 
ernment wherever it has been adopted. You 
cannot correct the opinions of men by requiring 
them to take oaths. Itis one of the evils that 
England for the last twenty years has been aban- 
doning, and L hope that our own country will not 
adopt a policy which experience has shown that 
the older Governments of the world ought to 
abandon and are abandoning. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mv. President—— 

Mr.SHERMAN. 
to allow us to dispose of the important matter 
which was temporarily laid aside, that must be 
acted on now if at all. 

Mr. HARLAN. Ishall not oceupy more than 
a few moments; but the Senator from Indiana ad- 
dressed himself so directly and personally to me 
that | ought to respond. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
will not take long. 

Mr. HARLAN. When I conclude I shall have 
no oljection to laying this resolution aside for the 
purpose of taking up that bill. 

The Senator from Indiana addressed himself 
very directly, and [ thought somewhat person- 
ally, to me, 


Ve 





That will be 


Lask the Senator from Iowa | 


on any one member, the general rule is adopted 
requiring all to take the oath. Now, sir, the 
proposition that I make, if ack pted by Congress, 
will screen each individual from anjust suspicion, 
and yet afford means of detecting the guilty par- 
ties, Whose continuance in our midst may enable 


| them to afford assistance to the public enemy. 


The Senator desired me tostate whether | knew 
of any fac that would justify the passage of 
any such law as the resolution contemplates. I 
am amazed thatany one could ask such a question 
as that who has lived in this District for a single 
month. We all knoav that there are people living 
in this District who are notonly in sympathy with 
the rebellion, but who embrace every available 
opportunity to aid the rebels in arms against their 
Government, who carry goods through the lines 
on every occasion that they can make available, 
and who send the j roceeds of their trades and of 
their professions to their sons, and brothers, and 
husbands in the rebel army, so that we are, in 
harboring them in our midst, indirectly support- 
ing the rebellion. In my opinion, we have a 
right to drive them from this community. 

But the Senator inquired whether I would pro- 


| pose any such law for Indiana. There isa marked 


The bill to which I refer | 


He propounded a number of inqui- | 


ries, one of which was whether | was disposed || 


to cast suspicion on the people of the District of 
Columbia as to theirloyalty. 
this is a legitimate logical conclusion to be drawn 
from the adoption of the resolution, no more than 
it would have been from the passage of the law 


Ido notthink that || 


requiring members of Congress to take a’similar | 


oath. Idid not infer from the passage of that law 
that any person voting for it supposed that a ma- 


jority of the members of this body, or any of them, | 


were unfaithful to the Government; butit was sup- 
posed to be barely possible that some one or more 
persons might present themselves here and claim 
seats who had been engaged in this rebellion, and 


| resolution, 


for the purpose of ferreting out the few possible | 


cases the general rule was adopted requiring all 
to take the prescribed oath. 

Now, sir, thisisnotunusual. Itis not unusual 
for communities to.institute a search of every 
house in a town or a city where a burglary or 
theft may have been committed, not that it is sup- 
posed that the majority of the people of the town 
or city are thieves or burgiars, but because it is 


known that the law has been violated, and that || myself, believing thata report of the character that 


goods have been stolen and hidden away, and 
that there is probably a thief in the community, 


and that the stolen goods are concealed, and for | 


the purpose of ferreung out the thief and ascer- 
taining where the goods are, all the citizens sub- 
mit toa search, and do it voluntarily. No man 
permitting his house to be searched supposes he 
will be regarded asin complicity with the thieves. 
The general search is made for the purpose of 
protecting each one from the consequences of un- 
just suspicion. If the search was made of the 
house of the suspicioned party alone, it would 
wound his feclings, and probably ruin his char- 
acter for all time to come; and for the purpose of 
preserving hii from the consequences of a possi- 
ble unjust suspicion, the general search is made. 
And so I apprehend we may justify the passage 
of a law requiring every member of Congress to 


take an oath of fidelity to the Government, not | 


because it is supposed that a majority of them, 
or any considerable number of them, lack fidelity, 
but because it is believed that some may possibly 
present themselves who are unworthy of trust; 


difference between the political condition of this 
District and that of a State. 


It has not the right thus 
to legislate for a sovereign State. And hence the 


| distinction is clear between the political condition 


of the people of a State and the political condition 
of the people of this District. 
this body. Sir, we are all the representatives of 
this District, and are bound by our oaths to legis- 
late in good faith for their welfare; and in my 
opinion every loyal citizen of this District would 
thank Congress for the adoption of any measure 
calculated to drive from their midst aiders and 
abettorsoftherebellion. In my opinion this reso- 
lution ougitt to pass; | think a law on this subject 


oucht to be enacted, but lam content to leave that | 
question with the committee appointed to take the | 
immediate oversight of the interests of the District. | 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to ask the Sena- 
tor from Lowaa question, if he will be kind enough 


to answer it. Sup 


pose his resolution should be 


passed and an inhabitant of this District should 


refuse to take the prescribed oath, what does he 
propose to do in such a case as that? 

Mr. HARLAN. [think the Senator from Del- 

aware misapprehends the whole purport of the 

ft isa resolution of instruction, in- 

structing the Committee on the Disirict of Colum- 


| bia to inquire into the propriety and expediency 


of such a law, and that is the whole of it. If 
they should report a bill on the subject, and the 
question should then pertinently arise which nas 
been propounded by the Senator, | should take 
great pleasure in allempting to answer it, 

Mr. SA ULSBURY. The « Xperience of Sen- 
ators in this body shows that when an inquiry of 
this character is directed, the committees gener- 
ally report in accordance with the suggestions 
contained in the resolutions directing the inquiry. 


| The Senator suggests that this is only a simple 


inquiry,and thatno harm can result fromit. For 
he wishes made will be made, and as he himself 
says it is barely possible the committee will not 
report favorably, { have felt it my duty to Op- 
pose even the inquiry. 

Now, sir, I shall be justified in opposing it here 


on its passage, because the committee cannot re- 


il 


porta bill upon this subject that will not be in 
violation of the Constituuon of the United States. 
| know that it is an able committee, and I know 
that it can do on this subject whatever any other 
committee of this body or any other body can 
do; but is there a propriety in making an inquiry 
whether a thing should not be done, which, if 


| done, would be violative of the Constitution of | 


the United States? Why dol say that? If the 
committee report a bill saying that an oath of this 
character shall be administered to every inhabit- 


| ant of this District, and to every person doing 


business in this District, they must provide some 
mode of compelling the party to take it in case of 
refusal. Now, what is the Constitution of the 
United States, and wherein would a bill with any 


penalty, a penalty, for instance, of removal from | 


Congress has ‘* ex- | 
| clusive jurisdiction”’ over this District, has aright 
| to prescribe allits laws. 


He said that the | 
people of the District had no representatives in | 
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the District in case of non-compliance with it, be 
violative of the Constitution? tn this respect: 
the Constitution provides that: 

** No person shall be heli to answer fora capital or other- 


wise infamous crime, unless ona presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury,”? * . * * “nor shall 


he be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himsell, nor be deprived of lite, liberty, or property, Without 
due process of law.’ 

Now, I apprehend it will be very difficult for 
the District Committee to frame a law allowing &@ 
trial by jury for the purpose of compelling a per« 
son to take the oath. 1 presume the punishment 
would be more summary than such as could be 
administered by acourt upon conviction by a jury. 
It might be exportation from the District, and that 
would be depriving a person of his liberty with- 
out due process of law. It might be taking away 
his property, and clearly that would be a violation 
of the Constitution, 

‘The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 24, nays 10; as follows: + 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Clark, Collamer, Conness, 
Dixon, Farwell, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlang HLow- 
ard, Lane of Tidiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Pomeroy, 
Sherman, Sprague, Sumuer, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van 
Winkle, Wilkinson, and Wiliey—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buckalew, Cowan, Davis, Hen- 


derson, Hendricks, Jolson, Poweil, RiciMrdson, and 
Saulsbury—l0. 
ARSEN'T—Messrs. Carlile, Chandler, Doolitule, Hard- 
ing, Harris, Hicks, Howe, MeDougall, Morrill, Nesmith, 
Ramsey, Riddle, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—15, 


So the resolution was agreed to, 
BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message froin the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Niconay, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that he had yesterday approved and 
signed the following bills and joint resolutions: 

A bill (S. No. 329) for the reliefof William H. 
Jameson,a pay master in the United States Army; 

A bill (S. No. 350) to authorize the purchase 


| or construction of revenue cutters on the lakes; 


A bill (S. No. 352) authorizing the holding of 
a special session of the United States district court 
for the district of Tidiana; 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 83) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain John A. Winslow, 
United States Navy, and to the officers and men 
under his command on board the United States 
steamer Kearsarge, in the conflict with the pirati- 
cal craft the Alabama; and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 84) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Lieutenant William B. 
Cushing, United States Navy, and to the officers 
and men who assisted him in his gallantand peril- 
ous achievement in destroying the rebel steamer 
Albemarle. 

INTERNAL REVENUR. 

Mr. WILSON. I now call for the regular order 
of the day. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Will the Senator waive his 
call fora moment, to enable us take up the bill 
from the House of Representatives imposing the 
two-dollar tax on whisky? If it is to be passed 
it is important that it should be passed to-day. 

Mr. WILSON. 1 suppose I shall have to give 
way to that bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. IT only ask that the Senator 
give Way to that as it was laid aside on my mo- 
tion. [have now prepared an amendment to carry 
out the suggestion which | made. I move to take 
it up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
618) to amend the act entitled **Anactto provide 
internal revenue to support the Government, to 
pay interest on the publie debt, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved June 30, 1864. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause aid insert- 
ing the following: 

That the tax of two dollars on spirits imposed by the fifty- 
fifth section of the act * to provide internal revenue to sup 
port the Government, to pay interest on the public debt, and 
for other purposes,” approved June 30, 1864, be levied, col- 
leeted, and paid on and after the Ist day of January, 1865, 
instead of the Ist day of February in said year as provided 
by said original act. 

Mr.SHERMAN, Thisisanamendment sim- 
ply of phraseology. I like the language used by 
the Senator from Maryland better than the lan- 
guage sent to us from the other House; but I 
submit to him whether it is worth while to raise 
a question of phraseology on a bill that must be 
acted upon to-day or to-morrow. I think if a 
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majority of the Senate is in favor of the substance 
of the bill we had better pass it in the language 
used by the House of Re pre sentatives, I have 
no objection to the amendment except that it 
tendsto delay and possibly produce the defeat of 
the bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Personally, os a member of 
this body, without meaning to reflect at all on 
the House of Representatives or any member of 
it, I should be very unwilling to vote for the bill 
in the form in which it comes from that House. 
We are responsible for the phraseology of our 
legislation as well as that House itself. If, as I 
understand was the fact, the House was ver 
decided in opinion that the tax should be levied 
on the Ist of January instead of the Ist of Febru- 
ary, it will at once adopt the amendment if the 
bill be returned with the amendment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit again to the Sen- 
ate whether we had not better, as it is merely a 
question of phraseology, only a choiceof words, 
take the substance of the proposition, if we are 
in favor of it, andfnot amend it. 

Mr. DAVIS. ILunderstand the object of this 
bill to be in substance to impose tn January the 
maximum tax on whisky, which by the present 
law will not be subject to the additional tax until 
the month of February; in other words, to im- 
pose the increased tax a month previous to the 
time proposed by the law that was passed at the 
last session. I am op vosed to the passage of this 
bill, and I am opposed to this mode of legislation, 
upon what I deem to be two very substantial con- 
siderations. ‘The first is stability in legislation; 
the second, good faith to the people in the legis- 
lation of Congress. 

The people who were interested in the whisky 
trade have made themselves familiar with this 
provision of the law; they have adapted their 
contracts and their business to it; and you cannot 
change the law now by imposing the tax in Feb- 
ruary instead of January, thus giving it practical 
operation a month sooner than by the law as 
passed it was to go Into operation, without seri- 
ously deranging the business of some men, and 
probably a great many of them, and producing 
considerable lossto them. All the dealers in this 
article—and they are very numerous, and their 
transactions are very large and valuable to them- 
selves and to the country generally, butespecially 
to themselves—have made their and 
their arrangements with a view to the fact-that 
this increased tax was to take effect in February. | 
I think that the consideration of stability in legis- | 
lation ought to induce Congress to forego the | 
amount of increased revenue that micht be ob- 
tained by giving this clause in the law a month’s 
earlier op ration, 

The other principle to which I referred is the 
question of good faith on the part of the Govern- | 
ment to the people in its legislation. No man who | 
has any information or intelligence in relation to | 
this subject can suppose that this proposed change 
in the law can take effect without prodacing very 
serious loss to many individuals 1 


contracts 


If Congress in | 
passing the original law had established the date 
of January, no man would have had the right to | 
complain; every man would have been duly noti- 
fied of the law some months before it went into 
operation, and he would have had time to conform 
his contracts and his interests to the law and to 
the time fixed by Congress for its taking effect. 
But when Congress has passed the law in this 
form, pledged its faith to one date, and has thus 
induced traders and dealers in this great article to 
make their contracts and arrangements with a 
view to that date, it seems to me thatit would not 
be good faith, on the contrary it would be bad 
fuith, in Cohgress now to change the law and 
subject these men to the loss that must be inevi- 
table upon the change. 

Gentlemen in the Senate speak as though all the 
property in the country belonged to the Govern- | 
ment, and the Government had the sovereign right 
to dispose of all the property of the people, so far, 
atleast, as regards imposing taxes upon it, accord- 
ing to its sovereign will and pleasure. Now, sir, 
my principle is that the property of the people of 
the United States belongs to the people themselves, 
and not to the Government, and it is their option, 
their will, that votes any of this property in the 
form of taxes or in any other form whatever to the 
Government. ‘The Government is not the master, 
it is the agent, it is the servant, and its action and | 


its laws ought to be in obedience to the will and 
to the interests of the people, and especially ought 
to be in obedience to the rule of good faith with | 
the people. 

I hope thatthis measure will not pass either in 
the form of the amendment proposed by the Sen- | 
ator from Maryland or in the form of the bill as 
reported by the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance. I trust that stability in legislation and 
good faith to the people will be adhered to in re- 
lation to this matter and all other matters of law 
and legislation by Congress. 

Mr. CONNESS. I think with the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance, that perhaps the 
phraseology offered as a substitute by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland is the best; but under the cir- 
cumstances of the pending adjournment of Con- 
gressand the necessity for passing the bill, Lhope 
thatit will not be adopted now, but that the phrase- 
ology of the bill will be adhered to. 

The amendment was rejected, there being, ona 
division—ayes 9, noes 19. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Finance Committee whether this 
is to be the last legislation on the subject of the 
whisky tax for this session, so far as he knows 
the purpose of his committee and of the two | 
Houses, It is exceedingly prejudicial to any in- 
terestof this magnitude to have it legislated upon 
so frequently. 1 see that it is here taken up asa 
special matter; it does not come in the regular 
revenue bill. If this is to bethe tax, no more and 
no less, permanently for the future, it is well that 
the country should know it; but if it is the pur- 
pose of the committee to bringin a bill proposing 
an increased tax at some future day of the ses- 
sion,it had better be donenow. The course pur- 
sued in regard to this article has facilitated spec- 
ulation in the country and has not brought that 
revenue which another policy, in my judgment, 
would have produced. 1 think it is to the inter- 
est of the people, as well as of the Government, 
that we should know whether this is to be all the 
legislation on the subject of whisky taxation for 
the session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I answered the inquiry 
when the Senator from Indiana was not present, 
when it was put tome by the gentleman who now 
occupies the chair, [Mr. Pomeroy,] but I have 
no objection to answer it again. I would not 
have introduced any bill on the subject of the tax 
on whisky, but would have left it to the law of 
last year, if | had my own way, and | willreply 
now to the Senator from Maine. He was not 
present when this subject was considered at the 
last session, and I may perhaps say that if it had 
not been for his distinguished predecessor the re- 
sult might have been different. I was then, as I 
am now, in favor of taxing whisky on hand; I 
think we lost a very large source of revenue in 
delaying the tax; but that has passed by. This 
bill comes to us from the House of Representa- 
tives inits present form. I cannot state what is 
the understanding of that House, but I presume, 
from what I hear and what I see in the newspa- 
pers, that this bill was rather the result of a com- 
promise of the various conflicting interests. It | 
was first introduced in the form of a bill taxing | 
the stock on hand, which was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to report back thathill. ‘The Committee of Ways 
and Means reported back this bill with a second 
section containing a tax upon the stock on hand; 
and the first section of the reported bill,which is the 
bill now before us, was finally adopted by the other 
House, perhaps not as a compromise altogether, 
but as a kind of settlement of the matter. ‘This 
is what I gather from the debates of Congress. 
As a matter of course any Senator or any mem- 
ber of the other House may introduce the question 
at any time, and invoke the action of the com- 
mittees of the two Houses and force us to con- 
sider it. I cannot, therefore, say that this is a 
final settlement. 1 can only say for myself that 
1 hope it isa final settlement, and that I, certainly, 
as an individual Senator, will not introduce the 
subject again. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. This bill comes before the 
Senate without any very strong endorsement by 
the chairman of the committee who brings it to 
our notice, and I think there was a great deal of | 
force in what was said by thé Senator from Ken- | 
tucky, and I propose to state in a very few words 
why | shall vote against it. 
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As I understand the object of the bill, it is to 
obtain an increased revenue by imposing fift 
cents additional tax upon whisky which shall be 
manufactured during the next month. I was not 
at all satisfied with the legislation on this subject 
at the last session of Congress. We have lost the 
entire revenue which might have been derived 
from whisky during the last six months, as | 
understand. I know that in the State of Illinois, 
where a great deal of whisky had been manufac- 
tured previously, the distilleries have all stopped, 
If any of them are in operation now I am not 
aware of it. Certainly they are not in operation 
to any very considerable extent. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I will state to my col- 
league, having investigated that matter, that there 
are three, out of hundreds that have been running, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Running to their full ca- 
yacity ? 

: Mr.RICHARDSON. Notatall. Iwillstate, 
if my colleague will permit me, that they are 


Any change of 


| the law is detrimental to the revenue which the 





| 


Government will derive from that source. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is not different from 
what I had supposed. I was not aware, how- 
ever, that there were even three distilleries in 
operation in the State of Illinois, but it seems that 
those are not running to their full capacity. Now, 
sir, having adopted the legislation which we did 


| at the last session of Congress, I think it would 


be very injudicious and prejudicial to interfere 
with it at this time in the mode proposed. It has 
been stated in the Senate that our legislation at 
the last session led to speculation in this article of 
whisky. It is known to every one that the dis- 


tilleries were running to their fullest capacity for 


some time previous to the legislation of Congress, 
in anticipation of that legislation; and vast for- 
tunes are understood to have been made out of 
whisky by speculators. If you now pass this bill, 
what will be the effect? It will add the amount 


| of the tax, or very nearly that, to the value of the 


whisky on hand. No considerable amount of 


| whisky will be manufactured between now and 


February, lL apprehend. The Senator from Ohio 
shakes his head. Experience ought to teach us 
about that. If it will be manufactured between 
now and February, why has it not been manu- 
factured the last month, and the month before 
that?) Why have all the distilleries in the coun- 
try stopped? Because the quantity on hand was 
sufficient to supply the demand for such a length 
of time that the manufacturers could not afford to 
manufacture it, so as to compete with those who 
held it on hand, and hold the manufactured arti- 
cle till the quantity on hand should be exhausted 
so that they could demand for it a price that would 
justify their paying the tax. November and De- 
cember are as good months as any in which to 
manufacture whisky. I think there is no danger 
of any considerable quantity of whisky being 
manufactured between now and February for the 
purpose of escaping the additional tax. Whisky 
has been worth very little more than the tax that 
is now laid upon it for the last three months. It 
has run up within a few days in anticipation of 
this very legislation. ‘The men who have the 
whisky on hand want the tax increased on that 
which is to be manufactured hereafter. They 
would be willing to have a tax of five dollars a 
gallon imposed. They have made fortunes al- 
ready,and if you put a tax of five dollars per gal- 


| lon onall that shall be manufactured after to-mor- 


row, they will make additional fortunes on what 
they now have, and none will be manufactured 
until the whisky on hand is exhausted. 

Sir, I think you will gain but little, in fact 
nothing, to your revenues by the passage of this 


| bill, while you adoptan unstable mode of legisla- 


tion and swell the fortunes of speculators who 
have dealt in this articleand have large quantities 
of it on hand, for they are to be benefited by the 
passage of this law rather than your revenue. 

For these reasons, without going any length 
into the subject, I shall vote against the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Illinois 
correctly says that the proposition is not pressed 
very strongly by the Committee on Finance, be- 
cause they were divided on the question, Allthe 
considerations that he has now presented were 
considered by us, and I think I can reply atleast 
to some of the suggestions made by the Senator 
from Illinois, perhaps satisfactorily to him. 
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We saw that the effect of this legislation would | 


be to add to the price of the article on hand, and 
thus add to the profits of the holders of whisky | 


on hand. Our previous legislation had done that, 


and this wasan argument, certainly, which would | 


tend to prevent us from doing anything for their 
special benefit. 


But, on the other hand, we be- | 


came convinced by examination that if this bill | 


was not passed, a very large amount of whisky | 


would be manufactured in the month of January, 
the information being very clear that nearly all 
the, distillers in the United States were prepared 
to run and would commence running as soon as 
it was certain that Congress would not puta tax 
upon the stock on hand. We are informed, and 
| have no doubt it is true, that what has kept the 
price of whisky below the natural standard is the 
fact that holders were afraid that Congress at the 


present session would review its action of the last | 


session, and put a tax upon spirits on hand; and 


that fear has operated to keep down the price of 


spirits. 1 have no doubt that but for that fear 
the price of spirits would have advanced above 
two dollars a gallon. The only reason and the 
strong reason why I| am in favor of this proposi- 
tion is thatif it isnot passed at once,a very large 
amount of whisky will be manufactured between 
now and the Ist of February; from ten totwenty 
million gallons may be manufactured by the dis- 
tilleriesin the country; they will be run night and 
day, and they will supply the market for a long 
time, paying but a dollar and a half revenue to 
the Government, and then on the Ist of Febru- 
ary, when the two-dollar tax goes into operation 
according to the present law, the business will 


stop and no more will be manufactured for sev- | 


eral months afterwards. It is true that during 


the month of January, under the operation of the | 


present law, the Government will geta very large 
revenue. ( 
factured in January the Government would de- 
rive $15,600,000 revenue from the article during 
that month; butif then the revenue should be en- 
tirely cut off for some time to come,we should lose 
a great deal more than we should gain by continu- 
ing the dutyat a dollarandahalf. On the whole 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, and I may 


say all the officers of the revenue, were satisfied | 
that it would be more for the interest of the Gov- | 


ernment at once to commence to lay the tax of 


two dollars on the Ist of January, and then con- || 


If ten million gallons should be manu- | 





TH 


| to postpone all prior orders and take up the bill || given there is nearly a year and a half before the 


resolution (S. R. No. 87) in reference to paymas- 
ters’ accounts; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 

WASHINGTON GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. DIXON. I now move to take up the bill 
(S. No. 363) to amend the charter of the Wash- 
ington Gas-Light Company. 


Mr. SUMNER. Will not that displace the bill | 


of my colleague, which is the order of the day? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Pomeroy.) | 


The motion of the Senator from Connecticut is 


indicated by him. 
Mr. SUMNER. My colleague went a few 


moments ago to the House of Representatives 


| with the understanding that 1 should be allowed 





sider the matter settled, so that all persons may | 


arrange their trade and business on that basis, | 


and adapt themselves to a fixed tax of two dol- 
lars from the Ist of January. As I said before, 
there are considerations which make me hesitate 
somewhat, but that was the result of my delib- 
erate judgment after mature reflection. If, how- 
ever, a majority of the Senate shall come toa 
different conclusion, I shall not complain. 

The bill was ordered to u third reading, and was 
read the third time. 

Mr. JOHNSON.* I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 12; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Collamer, Conness, | 


Dixon, Farwell, Foot, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Henderson, 


lloward, Lane of {ndiana, Lane of Kansas, Morgan, Pom- | 


eroy, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, ‘len Eyck, Wil- 
kinson, and Willey—23, 

NAYS—Messrs. Buckalew, Cowan, Davis, Grimes, Hen- 
dricks, Johnson, McDougall, Powell, Richardson, Sauls- 
bury, ‘Trumbull, and Van Winkle—12. 

ABSENT—Messrs. Carlile, Chandler, Clarke, Doolittle, 
Harding, Harris, Hicks, Howe, Morrill, Nesmith, Riddle, 
Wade, Wilson, and Wright—14. 


So the bill was passed. 
WEARING OF UNIFORM. 
Mr. McDOUGALL submitted the following 


resolution; which was considered, and by unant- 
mous consent agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be direeted to inquire into the expediency of re- 
quiring by law that all officers not on leave of absence be 
required to carry on their pegsons their uniform. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE asked, and by ananimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 366) 
to remit certain duties on clothing materials im- 
ported for the use of the Sisters of Charity of 
St. Joseph; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, asked, and by unani- 
mous consent obtained, leave to introduce a joint 


to call up the joint resolution which was post- 


telations, and which it is desired should be acted | 


on to-day. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Senate. 
Mr. DIXON. If the bill to which I have re- 

ferred be taken up, I shall offer an amendment 

which I think will obviate all objections to it; 
} 

if at all. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


The order of | 
business is in the control of a majority of the | 


| and it is a bill which ought to be acted on now | 


I think the Senator had bet- | 


ter let it come up after the public business to | 


which | have referred. 
Mr. DIXON. I beg the Senator’s pardon; this 
is public business. 1 insist upon my motion. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 363) 
to amend the charter of the Washington Gas- 
Light Company. 


Mr. DIXON. It was objected yesterday that 


| this bill does not fix a definite price for gas, to be 


| forty cents per hundred feet, with a deduction of 


charged by this company, but refers to the price 
in other cities as the standard. I propose to 
amend the bill by fixing as a maximum price 


ten per cent. for the Government and five per cent. 
for private consumers, bearing the price of $3 80 
per thousand to private consumers and $3 60 to 
the Government as the maximum. My amend- 
ment is to strike out the following words in the 
twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth lines of the 
bill: 

The average net or cash price which may be charged, as 
aforesaid, in the capitals of the States of Maryland, Penn 
sylvania, New Jersey, and New York, and that from the 
above price five per cent. shall be deducted on all gas 


| furnished to the General Government. 


And to insert in lieu of them the following: 
Forty cents per hundred cubie feet, subject to a discount 


| of ten per cent. on all bills for gas furnished to the Gov- 


ernment, and five per cent. on all bills for gas furnished 


| to other consumers, if paid at the office of the company 
| within seven days from the rendition thereof. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I did not hearthe honorable 
chairman of the District Committee, and I should 
like to know what is the increase upon the present 
rate that the company will be authorized to charge. 

Mr. DIXON. Thepresent rate on bills charged 
to the Government is $2 52 per thousand feet, and 
on bills to private consumers $2 70. The Sen- 
ator can very readily see what the increase is. 
It is alittle over one doliar per thousand. ‘The bill 
makes the rate $3 60 per thousand feet for the 
Government and $3 80 for private consumers, 
which I believe is less than the average price 
charged in most cities in the Union where coal is 
cheaper than here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have here a letter from 
the president of the company, in which he says 
the present rate is $2 61. This will bean increase 
of about fifty per cent. This isa letter from Mr. 
Bartol—I do not know him, but he signs himself 
as president—in which he says the price of gas 
in 1860 was $3 50, and now the average is $2 61. 

Mr. DIXON. That is afterthe deduction. It 
is $2 52 to the Government and $2 70 to private 
individuals; $2 61 is the average. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and was read the third time, and passed. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


I now move that the Senate 


proceed to the-consideration of the joint resolu- | 


tion from the House of Representatives (No. 56) 
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which was reported from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations yesterday. 
Mr. HALE. ‘That is the resolution givin 


notice to terminate the reciprocity treaty, as 
understand, 
Yes. 


Mr. SUMNER. 

Mr. HALE. I do not see why there should be 
hot haste in pushing that matter through to-day. 
I am opposed to it; Iam decidedly opposed to it. 
1 do not want to make any factious opposition to 
it, but I think it is hardly fair to go into so im- 
portant a measure as that at this time. I wish to 
have it lie over. I understand if the notice is 


treaty can be terminated. 

Mr. SUMNER. A year from the 16th of 
March next. e 

Mr. HALE. Then there can be no harm done 


t yst- || by letting this resolution lie over until the Ist of 
poned yesterday from the Committee on Foreign | 


January. I desire to examine a little into the 
operations of the treaty. In my humble judg- 


| ment this is a step that the Senate ought not to 


take, and particularly ought they not to take it 
underan excited state of feeling which exists now 
in consequence of what we conceive to be a great 
wrong inflicted on us by the authorities of some 
of those provinces that are particularly affected by 
this treaty. 1 know that when this treaty was 
negotiated, when the reciprocity principle was 
established, it was looked upon by the enlight- 
ened statesmen of this country and of England as 
an advance in the social progress of society, and 
as a step in the onward march which should un- 
free the shackles of commerce, and give greater 
liberty and greater progress to commercial inter- 
course between this country and those provinces. 
The objections which were suggested the other 
day by the honorable Senator from Maine [Mr. 
FARWELL] in regard to its operations upon the 
fisheries of New England exist at the present time 
only because of an accidental, temporary circum- 
stance, to wit, the duty that we have felt com- 
pelled by the necessities of the Government at this 
time to impose on salt. That is a difficulty grow- 
ing not out of the subject itself but out of the 
accidental state of things incident to and depend- 
ent upon the war which unhappily rages in this 
country. 

Mr. President, there are very important priv- 
ileges secured to the people of the United States, 
and especially to some’of the eastern States, by 
this treaty, which it is proposed now rashly and 


| inconsiderately, in my humble judgment, to throw 


away and to give up. Let me state one of them. 
in the first place, by this treaty the people of the 
United States, and all the United States, have the 
free use of the navigation of the St. Lawrence 
and of the canals which are made around Niagara 


| . . . 
falis,and by which the commerce of all the West 


may find free egress to and ingress from the ocean. 
‘That is one thing. The matter of the fisheries l 
alluded to yesterday, and there is another import- 
ant privileze—— 

Mr.SUMNER. I suggest to the Senator that 
if the resolution shall be taken up, as he desires 
to speak, he can then speak upon it, because what 
he is saying now is rather pertinei™ to the main 
question than to the mere question of taking up. 

Mr. CONNESS. I desire simply to suggest 
that the course proposed by the Senator from 
Massachusetts be taken, that the resolution be 
taken up, and that the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire address the Senate on the subject-matter, as 
he really is doing. 

Mr. HALE. The difficulty is that I am nat 
prepared at this time to do that. 1 am mention- 
ing some of the considerations that would be 
pertinent, but I do not kaow what has been the 
operation of this treaty. It will appear from our 
published reports of Commerce and Navigation 
coming from the Secretary of the Trezsury. I 
have not had time to examine them; 1 am not 
prepared at this time to discuss this matter, and 
I did not suppose it was to be taken up at this 
time. 

Mr. JOHNSON. [ask if it is the purpose of 
the Senator from Massachusetts to press a decis- 
ion on the resolution now. ; 

Mr. SUMNER. I hope to havea vote at once. 

Mr. CONNESS. Why not? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Ihave no objection individ- 
ually to taking it up and having it considered at 
this time; but I hope that the honorable chair- 
man will not press it to a vote to-day. Perhaps 
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it is desirable, and I individually think it is, that 
the subject should pa 


over unul we meet again 


after thy holidny ‘There is some uneasiness in 
the public mind already because of wrongs which 
we have suffered os it is suy Lin consequer 

of the failure to do its whol lnty on the part of 


the colonial authority in Canada. Whether tha 
14 justifiable or not, Lam not prep 
if we pass this resolution at this time terminating 
this tr aty, it might be consider das rather an 
unfi iendly act now—not that we have not aright 
to do itunder the treaty. But | submit to my 
friend from Massachusetts whether it would not 
be better under all the circumstances to consider 
it ‘more maturely then itean be considered as | 
suppose during the short period that the session 
of to-day will cgntinue. 


ired to say; Lut 


Ihave not the slightest objection, as I re peat, to 
taki: fup the que suion, and as | said in commit- 
tee I say again, whether notice shall be given or 
not is 4 matter on which | am without a very 
settled opinion. My impression was when the 
treaty wae entered into that it would be very ben- 
tficialto the country, and for a long time it we 
considered to op: rate n lvantageously to thecoun- 
try. I know that Mr. Webster was of opinion 
that it was a very advantageous arrangement. 
Whether it has ceased to be advantageous now, 
because of its intrinsic charac er, or whether | 
has become so because of sul sequent legislation 
on the part of the colonial government, is a mat- 
ter upon which | have no settled opinion. 

Mr. bY i iz. 4 Ir. Wi uster died before the 
treaty was made, 

Mr. SUMNER. Several years before. 

Mr. JOULNSON. | understand that perfectly 
well; but he expressed his opinion about it long 
before; he talked about it to me over and over. 


l ought to have said that h statement was that 


such an arrangement would be very advantage- 
ous. 

Mr. SUMNER. I would simply remark that 
I was instructed by the committee to ask for im- 
mediate action on this resolution, and there was 
areason for itin this circumstance: that it had 
been long pending before both branches of Con- 
gress and before the commitiee itself, and that 
during the present session the other House has 
aiready acted, and the resolution reported by the 
committee is in the nature of a substitute for 
that of the House, and it was desirable that we 
should complete the action on the matter before 
the adjournment for the holidays. I hope there 
will be no question, but that we may proce | 
with it. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 


in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the joint resolution (11. R. No. 56) author- 
zing the Pr side nt of the Uni 

the Government of Great Britain the notice re- 


d States to five to 


quired for the termination of the reciprocity treaty 
of the Sth of June, A. D. 1854. 
The amendment reported by th Committee on 


, , ' 
Foreign Relations was to strike out the orie¢in 
preamble and resolution, in the following word 


Whereas under the treaty made by the United States 


with Great Britain, proclamation of which was made by 
the President of the United States on the Lith of Septem 
ber, 1@54, fort purpose of extending reciproeal trade b 

tween the British North American colonies and u United 


Sites, nearly all the articles which Canada has to 
adinitted jute the United States free of duty, while heavy 
duties are now imposed upon many of those articles wiich 
the people of the United Siates have to sell, with the in 
tention of excluding them trom the Canadian markets: an 
whereas the President of the United States, in the first ses 
sien of the Thirty-Sixth Congress, caused to be submitted 
to the Honse of Representatives au official report seuing 
forth the inequality and injustice existing in our prose 
intercourse with Canada, subversive of the true intent of 
the treaty, owing to the subsequent legislation of Canada: 
and whereas by the filth article of the treaty provision was 
made that it should remain in foree for ten years from the 
date on which it should go into operation, and further until 
the expiration of twelve months alter cither of the high con 
tracting parties should give notice to the other of its wish 
to terminate the same, each of the high coutracting partics 
being at liberty to give such notice to the other at the end 
Of the said term of ten vears, or at any time afterwards: 
amd whereas by a further prociamation issued by the Pres 
ident of the United States, bearing date the [6th day ot 
March, 1555, it was declared that the said treaty should go 
into efect and be ebserved on the part of the United States : 
and whereas it is desirable that Criendly relations should be 
continued between tie United States and the British North 
Ainerican provinces, and that wumercial intercourse 
ehculd be bereatter carried on between them upon pri 
ples reciprocally beneficial and satisfactory to boih partic 
Therefore, 





| free, and we cannot tax them. 


the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, 

thorized and request to give to the Government of th 
Ui 1 Ki wo of Great Britain and Ireland the notice 
required by the fifth article of the 1 reciprocity treaty 
f the Sth of June, A. D. 1854, for the termination of the 

A t] 

ain tieu ther f to inser 
Whereas it is provided in the reciprocity trenty con 


cluded at Wasuington, the Sth of June, 1654, between the 


United States of the one part, and the United Kingdom ot 
Great Britain and treland of the other part, that this treaty 
“shall remain in force for ten years from the date at which 
itinay come into operation, and further untilthe expiration 
of twelve months after either of the high contracting par- 
ties shall give notice to the other of its wish to terminate 
the same 3”? and whegeas it appears, by a proclamation of 
the President of the United States, bearing date 16th 
Marel, 1855, that the treaty came into operation on that 
day; and whereas, further, it is no longer for the iuterests 
of the United States to continue the same in foree: There- 





fore, 

Resolved ly the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United : f f America in Consress assembled. That 
noti be given of the termination of the reciprocity treaty, 
iw ling 1 rovi niherein contained tor the terminu 
ition of the same; and the President of the United States 
is ii by charged with the communication ot such notice 
to the Governmentot the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ivcland. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SUMNER. I had originally intended, on 
the consideration of this proposition, to review 
the whole subject, and to exlibit at length the 
history of the reciprocity treaty, and the exist- 
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ing reasons for its termination, But after the | 


j 


debate of a few days ago, and considering the | 


apparent unanimity in the Senate, I have felt | 


unwilling to occupy the time by any protracted 
remarks. ‘They are not needed. 

The people of the United States have been un- 
I may almost say from iis date. ‘There was a feel- 
ing that twas more advantageous to Canada than 


to the United States; that, in short, it was uni- | 
This feeling has of Jate ripened into con- | 


lateral. 
viction, Atthe same time the exigencies of the 
present war, requiring so large an expenditure, 
make it unreasonable for us to continue a treaty 


|; easy under the reciprocity treaty for several years; | 


by which the revenues of the country unquestion- | 


ably suffer. It is such considerations as these 
which have brought the public mind to its present 
position. The unamicable feelings manifested 


toward us by the people of Canada have had lit- | 


tle influence on the question, unless, perhaps, they 
may have conspire d to compel us to look at it in 
the lieht of reason rather than of sentiment. 

The question of the fisheries is included in this 
treaty. But itis notdoubted that before the term- 
ination of the treaty some arrangement, either by 


reciprocal legislation or by further negotiation, 


| can be made on this matter so far as it may be 


hee ce d. 

‘The committee, after careful consideration at a 
full meeting, was unanimous in its report. And 
as the committee represents all parts of the coun- 
try andall sentiments ofthe Senate, [have thought 


that perhaps there might be a similar unanimity | 


among Senators. Therefore | forbear all further 
remarks, and ask for a vote. 

Mr. FARWELL. 
reference to this subject. | regard the matter of 
the fishing interest as having very little to do with 
it anyway; but there are many reasons which 
micit be 
why this reciprocity treaty should be terminated. 
l only propose to allude to one reason. 
to the condition of our country, ithas been found 
necessary to put very heavy taxes upon many 
articles which are brought from the provinces, 
Take, for example, the article of friction matches, 
upon which, by our internal revenue law, a duty 
of $1 44 a gross is imposed. The consump- 
tion is very great, and the manufacture would 
yield a very large revenue to the Government if 
they were made at home; and heretofore they 
have been largely manufactured in our country. 
By the reciprocity treaty, however, they can be 
made in the provinces and brought here duty 
There are many 
other articles in the same position, if lam not mis- 


taken, and the Government will suffer very much 


by the continuance of the present state of things, 
and the manufacturers of these articles will be 
driven fromthe business. In fact, | am informed 
that some manufacturers of matches and goods of 
that description have actually broken up their es- 
tablishments in the States, and have moved into 


Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of | ‘ve provinces, and are there manufacturing and 
the United States of sdmerica in Congress assembled, That | sending them to the States for sale. I believe || matter of courtesy to the Senator from New 


1 wish to say one word in | 


adduced, | think conclusive reasons, | 


Owing } 





| ence to tt. 
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there is no doubt about the opinion of the Senate, 
and therefore I do not regard it as necessary to 
enter into the discussion. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended, and the amendment was concurred 
in and ordered to be engrossed, and the joint rego- 
lution to be read a third time. 

Mr. HALE. Can this resolution be read a third 
time to-day without unanimous consent? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can. It 
has been read twice ona previous day. The third 
reading is the only reading to-day. 

Mr. ELALE. I donot wish to complain of this 
course, nor to ask for any delay. I believe that 
this is an important step; it isa step that does not 
accord with my judgment; butif the Senate think 
it is of such importance that it should be passed 
at once, | shall simply content myself with voting 
against If. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
on its passage, 

Mr. HALE. I want to express my views upon 
it. Ido not care about the Journal. I suppose 
there are not many people who read the Journal, 
This is the first time that I have ever known so 
important a measure as this pressed through the 
Senate under these circumstances; but I do not 
know that itis of any great consequence. I do 
not know whether the rule of the Senate with ref- 
erence to these matters is the same in regard toa 
member just going Mit as one coming in, but I 
am ready to submit to the practice, whatever itis, 

Mr. SUMNER. The Senator knows the fact 
that | would not be guilty of discourtesy to him. 
I feel embarrassed by his suggestion, but in the 
responsibilities of public business which have been 
cast upon me I think | ought to press this reso- 
lution to a vote. 

The joint resolution was read the third time. 

Mr. HALE. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of this resolution until the 6th day 
of January. 

Mr. DAVIS. I concurred in this resolution 
being reported, and I expect to vote for its pas- 
sage, but I think, in all courtesy, the Senator from 
New Hampshire ought to have time to examine 
the subject and to address the Senate upon it. I 
hope that the motion he makes will be allowed. 

Mr. FOSTER. Asamember of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations | was in favor of this reso- 
lution, and am in favor of its passage now; but 
whether it passes to-day or the 6th of January 
can make no difference to the public interests, in 
my belief. The Senator from New Hampshire 
requests an opportunity to address the Senate on 
the subject. I have never known such a request 
denied under like circumstances, even where, as 
it would seem, it sometimes made a very consid- 
erable difference to the public interests. To me 
it seems apparent that it will make none now, I, 
therefore, shall certainly vote to postpone it at 
his request, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wassurprised, after the 
statement made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, and the little experience I have had in the 
Senate, to see an attempt to press this resolution 
toa vote to-day. Like the Senator from Con- 
necticut, | have never known an instance where 
a measure of this character, regarded as important 
in the country, has been brought to the notice of 
the Senate, and on a member rising in his place 
and stating before it was taken up that he wished 
to examine it,and that heasked buta reasonable 
time to make his examination and address the Sen- 
ate upon it, his application was refused, I shall 
certainly vote to postpone the resolution until the 
Senator from New Hampshire can have a reason- 
able opportunity to address the Senate in refer- 
it. I would not vote to postpone it for 
any factious opposition; but where there is no 
such spirit displayed, but a reasonable request, 
as | conceive, and one that I never saw refused 
in the Senate, [ shall vote for the postponement. 

Mr. FOOT. 1am in favor of the proposition 
before the Senate, and I represent a people who | 
think are unanimously in favor of terminating 


I call for the yeas and nays 


| what they regard as an unequal and one-sided 


contract between this country and the provinces 
of Great Britain. But, sir, as 1 understand it, 
whether the joint resolution is passed to-day, or 


, a fortnight hence, or a month hence, makes no 
sort of difference as to the period of time within 


which this contract can be terminated; and asa 


in EB OS. 
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